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Hamas says Israel kidnapped leader 

iyy=AH (AFP) — Israeli special forces entered Pales- 
tinian self-rule areas and kidnapped a H amas leader 
oNFhday morning, it’s military wing, the A1 Izzeddine 
Qassam Brigade said. “Zionist special forces entered to 
kidnap one of the leaders of Hamas in the Gaza Strip, 
Ibrahim Maqadmeh,” they said in a statement received 
in Rafah. ‘'Let the Zionists know that we will bum the 
ground from under their feet,” the statement said. Israel 
categorically denied it had anything to do with the dis- 
appearance of Mr. Maqadmeh, once accused by Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu of being one of the 
“worst terrorists on earth.” Palestinian security officials 
told Agence France Presse that they had “serious 
doubts” about die kidnapping report, adding that Israeli 
security officials had informed them that they had 
“nothing to do with Mr. Maqadmeh 's disappearance.” 
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Israel lets pilgrims into Bethlehem 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — The Israeli 
army permitted pilgrims to enter Bethlehem Friday 
for the first time since imposing a total siege on the 
Biblical town following the Jerusalem triple bombing, 
officials said. But the town of 35,000 remains sealed 
to all movement in or out by Palestinians and is closed 
to Israelis, an army spokesman said. Although police 
have yet to identify the bombers, authorities justified 
the clampdown by saying they were certain the attack 
was planned by Islamists operating in Palestinian- 
ruled areas. The siege dealt a severe blow to the local 
economy which depends to a large extent on pilgrims 
and tourists visiting the birthplace of Jesus. 
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Albright starts talks with Assad after requesting 


Israel 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

U.S- SECRETARY of State 
Madeleine Albright held 
talks here Friday with Syrian 
President Hafez Assad 
which were expected to 
focus on the 18-month 
freeze in Israeli-Svrian 
peace talks. 

Ms. Albright, who arrived 
on Friday afternoon from a 
three-day visit to Israel and 
the Palestinian territories, 
was whisked straight into 
talks with Mr. Assad and 
Syrian Foreign Minister 
Faroe q Sharaa, officials said. 

The U.S. diplomat was 
only planning to spend two- 
and-a-half hours in Syria 
before heading off to the 
northern Egyptian city of 
Alexandria. 

During her visit to Israel, 
the official Syrian press 
made a series of positive 
remarks about the region's 
faltering peace process and 
insisted Damascus was pre- 
pared to cooperate to force a 
breakthrough. 

“Ms. Albright, like other 
American secretaries of state 
who have visited Damascus, 
will find there is full and 
positive cooperation to suc- 
ceed in efforts to achieve a 
just and lasting peace,” said 
the official A1 Tbawra news- 
paper. 

"Syria is honest in its 
hopes for peace while being 


and PNA halt heaping abuse at each other 


clear and firm in its desire 
for a peace based on the 
application of international 
resolutions and the principle 
of land for peace,” it added. 

But Syrian commentators 
have also warned the U.S. 
not to stay loyal to Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu at the expense of 
peace. 

“American efforts should 
not be limited to saving 
Netanyahu from the conse- 
quences of his policies, but 
to saving the peace process 
itself,” said an analyst in A1 
Thawra. 

Ms. Albright told the lead- 
ers of Israel and the Pales- 
tinians Friday to stop heap- 
ing abuse on each other and 
to start making peace. 

Ms. Albright spoke to 25 
high school students in the 
Palestinian-ruled West Bank 
town of Ramallah. But she 
aimed her message at Mr. 
Netanyahu and Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat. 

“I am hoping that both 
leaders will understand the 
importance of taking a time- 
out from the war of words 
and taking a time-out from 
actions that do not create a 
climate in which the peace 
process can move forward." 
Ms. Albright said 

On Wednesday, she 
launched a mission to save 
Middle East peacemaking in 
crisis over Jewish settlement 
building on Arab land occu- 



U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright and Pales- 
tinian President Yasser Arafat stand face to face after 
their second meeting, Friday (neuters photo) 


pied by Israel and Islamist 
bombings that have killed 20 
Israelis since late July. 

Ms. Albright told the 
Palestinian students, as she 
did Israeli students Thurs- 
day. that there was no moral 
equivalent between the 
bombers and the bulldozers 
that broke ground on a Jew- 
ish settlement in Arab east 
Jerusalem in March. 

Later, in live remarks to 
Voice of Palestine radio, 
simultaneously translated 
into Arabic, she told Pales- 
tinians they had no greater 
enemy than the two Islamist 
groups that cany out bomb- 
ings against Israel. 

“The average Palestinian 
has no greater enemy than 


Hamas and the Islamic 
Jihad.” she said. 

‘That is why fighting ter- 
rorism is the responsibility 
of both the Palestinian 
[National] Authority and die 
Palestinian people and that is 
why all must understand the 
battle against terrorism is for 
the interests of the Arabs, die 
Palestinians and the 
Israelis.” 

Countering Palestinian 
complaints she and Wash- 
ington were biased in favour 
of Israel, Ms. Albright quot- 
ed U.S. diplomat Ralph 
Bunche, who served as a 
peacemaker in the region 
mid-century; “I have a bias 
in favour of both Arabs and 
Jews in the sense that I 



Ms. Albright receives a portrait of herself done by a 
Palestinian student when Ms. Albright visited the 
Palestinian-American Friends School Friday 
(Reuters photo) 


believe that both are good, 
honourable, and essentially 
peace-loving peoples and are 
therefore as capable of mak- 
ing peace as of waging war.” 
Ms. Albright added: 
“These are the words with 
which I want to leave you 
because they capture my 
feelings exactly” 

On Thursday, she told Mr. 
Arafat he had a “sacred 
obligation” to crack down on 
Islamist groups behind the 
bombings in Israel. 

After the radio speech, she 
saw him again in Ramallah. 

Tt was very constructive 
and very important,” Me. 
Arafat told reporters after 
Friday’s meeting. “We hope 
that we wilT see the result 


and it will be very good and 
very soon.” 

In her radio remarks, Ms. 
Albright also voiced under- 
standing for Palestinians, ‘ 
saying: ’The United States 
has long insisted that any 
peace agreement should 
recognise your legitimate 
political rights and aspira- 
tions.” 

She said it was possible to 
reconcile Israel’s legitimate 
security concerns with legit- 
imate Palestinian political 
rights. 

On Thursday, Ms. Albright 
blamed both sides for the 
bleakest crisis to threaten the 
Israeli-Palestinian peace 
accords signed four years 
ago this week and said she 



could not conjure up a 
breakthrough without “hard 
decisions” by both leaders. 

“I am a realist and not a 
magician and I cannot pull a 
rabbit out of a hat if there is 
not the making of it there.” 
she told Israeli students at a 
Jerusalem high school. 

Ms. Albright blindsided 
Mr. Netanyahu with an 
unexpected call for a freeze 
on the expansion of Jewish 
settlements in the West Bank 
and Gaza. 

“Israel should refrain from 
unilateral acts, including 
what Palestinians perceive as 
.the provocative expansion of 
settlements, land confisca- 
tion, homo demolitions and 
confiscation of IDs.” 


She added; “We believe 
that a time-out from these 
kinds of unilateral actions 
will create a climate in 
which... an accelerated 
approach can succeed in 
achieving a final Israeli- 
Palestinian peace agree- 
ment.” 

An embarrassed 

Netanyahu administration, 
which insists that Israel has a 
right to build wherever it 
likes in the territories it has 
occupied since the 1967 
Middle East war, swiftly 
rejected the appeal. 

“We cannot freeze settle- 
. meats any more than we can 
freeze life,” said Mr. 
Netanyahu's aide, David 
Bar-Illan. 


Mother Teresa to be buried today 



Nuns from the Missionaries of Charity rehearse for Mother Teresa's funeral as 
Indian military personnel look on at Netaji indoor stadium Friday (Reuters 
photo) 

city police chief Dinesb Vaj- 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

THREE QUEENS, three 
presidents and three prime 
ministers were among the dig- 
nitaries scheduled to attend 
Mother Teresa’s funeral 
today. 

President K.R. Narayanan 
and Prime Minister Inder 
Kumar Gujral will lead the 
Indian delegation to the funer- 
al in 1 2.000-seat Netaji indoor 
stadium in the heart of Calcut- 
ta. 

Italian President Oscar 
Luigi Seal faro and Albanian 
President Rexhep Meidani 
were set to attend, along with 
former Philippine President 
Corazon Aquino. 

Canadian Prime Minister 
Jean Chretien and his 
Bongkideshi counterpart. 
Sheikh Hasina. were also 
coming. 

Her Majesty Queen Noon. 
Queen Sofia of Spain and 
Queen Fabiola of Belgium 
will also attend 
Hillary Clinton, wife of 
U.S. President Bill Clinton, 
was to lead the 1 OO- strong 
.American delegation. 

Bernadette Chirac, wife of 
French President Jacques 
Chirac, arrived in Calcutta on 
Friday. 

The Duchess of Kent and 
Deputy Prime Minister John 
Prescott, representing Britain, 
also came on Frida}'. 

Pope John Paul, who has 
paid glowing tributes to the 
Roman Catholic nun since 
she died of a heart attack on 
September 5 at age S7. will 
not attend 

The Vatican has given no 
reason, but it is believed to be 
due to health concerns. 

At the head of the papal del- 
egation will be Vatican Secre- 
tary of State Cardinal .Angelo 
Sodano. 

Among government mini>- 
ters were French Health Min- 
ister Bemarcl Kouchner, New 
Zealand Health Minister Bill 
E nglish and German Employ- 
ment Minister Norton 
Bluem. 

The leader of Japan’s Social 
Democratic Pturv, Taknko 


Doi. was representing her 
country. 

Sean Brady. Archbishop of 
Armagh and head of the 
Catholic church in Ireland 
where Mother Teresa joined 
the sisters of Loreto in Rath- 
famham in 1928, will attend 
the funeral. 

Mother Teresa’s last living 
relative. Agi Bojaxhiu. the 
AJ banian-bom daughter of the 
revered nun’s brother, arrived 
from Sirilv in Italy. 

.As India and the world pre- 
pared to say a final good bye 
lo Mother Teresa, her succes- 
sor said Friday that the work 
staned by the frail woman 
who came to be known as the 
“Saint of the Gutters" would 
continue and her order grow. 

Hundreds of people were 
turned back from a central 
Calcutta church as the huge 
wooden doors were closed 
early in the afternoon so that 
the ’ missionaries of charity' 
and the military could prepare 
for Saturday’s state funeral 
followed by a private burial. 

Throughout the last day of 
public viewing, thousands of 
people stood in line despite 
intermittent rain and 30 
degree Celsius temperature to 
be'dose to Mother Teresa, to 
touch a flower to the glass 
coffin or gaze at the peaceful 
face of the woman whom the 
poor considered an angel. 

More than 5,000 policemen, 
including bomb squad mem- 
bers, will be deployed along 
the 5-kilometre route, said 


payee. 

From Sl Thomas’ Church, 
the body will be carried on the 
same gun carriage that served 
in the funerals of indepen- 
dence leader Mohandas 
Gandhi in 194S and India's 
first Prime Minister, Jawahar- 
lal Nehru in 1964. Colonel 
Sinha Roy said. 

It will be towed by an 
artillery tractor. 

Sitting with ha - back to the 
room where Mother Teresa 
will be buried on Saturday. 
Sister Nirmala, the new head 
of the order said she had no 
worries about the order’s 
future. 

’The Missionaries of Chari- 
ty is dependent on divine 
providence. God will proride 
whatever we need,” she said. 

In her first news conference, 
she met criticism Mother 
Teresa herself often faced — 
that the order foiled to address 
the overwhelming underde- 
velopment that causes pover- 
ty 

She said the nuns, monks 
and volunteers inspired by 
Mother Teresa would contin- 
ue to work as they always had 

“We are going to serve the 
poor. Why they are poor is not 
Our concern,” she said in an 
encounter with reporters that 
she handled with aplomb and 
humour, smiling frequently. 

She said the order hoped 
one day soon to fulfil Mother 
Teresa’s last dream of work- 
ing in mainland China. 


She hesitated only once, 
when a reporter shouted a 
question about condoms. ‘It is 
against the law of God,” she 
said softly after moment. 

She also said abortion was 
never justified, not even in 
cases of rape. 

Both positions are Catholic 
doctrine, and were often 
expressed by Mother Teresa. 

Mother Teresa's private bur- 
ial she said, will be a simple 
affair, lasting "just a few min- 
utes.” The body will be low- 
ered into its grave after a 
prayer. 

■This is the place she loved 
to be. This is her home,” Sis- 
ter Nirmala said. 

Frida) - , reporters glimpsed 
slabs of white marble and a 
rectangular cement box about 
three-feet in the former dining 
room that will be Mother 
Teresa’s shrine. The room’s 
walls were being painted a 
yellowy beige, and its cement 
floors covered in brown 
linoleum. 

Mother Teresa was bom in 
what is now Macedonia, but 
became an Indian citizen in 
the 1940s. In 1946, when she 
was a young nun teaching in 
church schools in Calcutta, 
she said she received a call 
from God to serve the “poor- 
est of the poor.” She went on 
to found hundreds of orphan- 
ages, soup kitchens, homeless 
shelters and clinics run by her 
Missionaries of Charity order. 
She was awarded the" Nobel 
Peace Prize in 1979. 


Israel freezes projects 
with Russia over Iran 


Combined agency 
dispatches^ 

INSPITE OF the denial of 
Russian officials. Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu 
has frozen all major economic 
projects with Russia claiming 
Moscow is helping Iran devel- 
op ballistic missiles, Israeli 
media reported Friday. 

Mr. Netanyahu informed 
visiting U.S. Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright 
Thursday that Israel had sus- 
pended plans to purchase 
large quantities of Russian 
natural gas, said the prime 
minister's senior policy advis- 
er, David Bar-Illan. 

Israel Radio and the Maariv 
daily reported Friday that the 
freeze did not only apply to 
the gas deal, but to every big 
business transaction between 
Israel and Russia. 

Mr. Bar-Elan said Friday he 
was not certain how extensive 
the freeze would be. “I would 
think that every major eco- 
nomic project would be sus- 
pended,” Mr. Bar-Elan told 
the Associated Press. 

Russia insisted Friday that it 
was not helping Iran to build 
long-range missiles capable of 
earning nuclear warheads, 
amid an escalating row with 
Israel and foe United Stales. 

Foreign Ministry 

spokesman Valery 

Nesierushkin told Itar-Tass 
news agency that Russia had 
already “clarified the issue in 
talks with U.S .administration 
officials and Israeli represen- 
tatives.'’ 

“Evidently they think that is 
not enough and they are con- 
stantly reiterating their 
doubts,” he said. 

Israel's position “repeats 
points” already voiced by 
U.S. officials, and “evidently 
they are deriving the informa- 
tion from one and the same 
source.” 

Mr. Netanyahu’s talks with 
Ms. Albright Thursday 
focused on the growing dan- 
ger that Iran might acquire 
nuclear weapons. 

“Iran is feverishly arming 


itself with ballistic missiles 
and seeking also to develop 
nuclear weapons.” Mr. 
Netanyahu said Thursday dur- 
ing a joint news conference 
with Ms. Albright. 

Ms. Albright said the U-S. 
was concerned about Iran’s 
acquisition of weapons of 
mass destruction. 

The director general of 
Israel’s Foreign Ministry sum- 
moned the Russian ambas- 
sador, Mikhael Bogdanov, 
and told him the Russian gov- 
ernment must take immediate 
action to prevent the transfer 
of this technology, ministry 
spokesman Aviv Shiron said 
Friday. 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
David Levy will raise the 
issue when he meets his Sovi- 
et counterpart, Yevgeny Pri- 
makov, at the U.N. General 
Assembly this month, Mr. 
Shiron said. 

The row erupted Wednes- 
day, when the Washington 
Times daily quoted Israeli 
intelligence as saying Iran 
was developing missile sys- 
tems with ranges of up to 
1,920 kilometres that could 
hit targets throughout the 
region with chemical or bio- 
logical weapons, and possibly 
nuclear warheads. 

The paper said Russia and 
China were helping Iran build 
the missiles, which could be 
ready for deployment within 
three years. It was citing an 
Israeli intelligence report sent 
to the CIA and the Pentagon. 

On Thursday, Mr. 

Nesterushkin denied the alle- 
gations concerning the mis- 
siles and said Russian-Iranian 
nuclear cooperation was 

being conducted strictly under 
the control of the Internation- 
al Atomic Eneigy Agency. 

“Russia has provided the 
required information on this 
subject many tunes, but we 
have the impression that they 
[the Americans] just don't 
warn to listen to us,” he said. 

A U.S. expert on Iran, Frank 
WIsoer, is to visit Israel in the 
next few days, Mr. Bar-Elan 
said. 



U.N. chief defends appeal 
for dialogue in Algeria 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— U.N. Chief Kofi Annan 
Thursday defended his 
appeal for dialogue in Alge- 
ria that had infuriaied die 
Algerian government, and 
said he was defending “the 
sanctity of life.” 

“Right from the beginning 
I said as secretary general I 
would offer my mediation 
whenever I think that would 
be helpful” he said at a news 
conference here. 

In late August Mr. Annan 
appealed to the two sides in 
the conflict to engage in a 
dialogue to end the violence, 
but the .Algiers government 
rejected the call as interfer- 
ence in Algeria's internal 
affairs. 

Mr. Annan discussed the 
issue over the telephone with 
Algerian President Liamine 
Zeroual. 

“The president indicated 
that Algeria has the means. 


has strong institutions and 
capabilities to resolve the 
issue itself which means that 
no external intervention is 
acceptable to the govern- 
ment," Mr. Annan said. 

But. he added. T think as a 
human being, even though 
one condemned terrorism, 
no one can fight with me for 
.defending the sanctity of life 
‘and fundamental rights of 
individuals.” 

Islamists have been bat- 
tling with the authorities 
since the military intervened 

in January 1992 to cancel 
elections .which the now- 
banned Islamic Salvation 
Front (FISj appeared certain 
to win. 

At least 60,000 people are 
thought to have died in the 
resulting violence, which has 
escalated in recent weeks 
with a fresh wave of car 
bombings and brutal mas- 
sacres. 



is pleased to announce: 
our new telephone No.s: 

59I4S5W7 

our new fax No.: 591428 
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Israel arrests families of wanted 
Hamas fugitives, paper reports 


RAMALLAH (AFP) — 
The Israeli army has arrest- 
ed a dozen relatives of five 
Hamas militants from the 
West Bank wanted by Israel 
in the wake of a spate of 
bombings, a Palestinian 
newspaper said Friday. 

The 12 family members, 
including mothers and sis- 
ters of the five men, were 
among 24 people arrested 
in a predawn raid Thursday 
on the village of Asira 
Shamaliya near Nablus, 
said the daily A1 Ayyam. 

Israel has arrested hun- 
dreds of suspected mem- 
bers of Hamas in the West 
Bank since five bombers 
blew themselves up in two 
separate attacks in 
Jerusalem on July 30 and 


Sept. 4, killing 20 Israelis 
and wounding hundreds. 

The attacks were claimed 
by the Izzeddine Qassam 
Brigade, Hamas' military 
wing. 

Israeli police obtained a 
court gag order earlier this 
week barring publication of 
any details concerning the 
investigation into the 
bombings. 

Prior to the blackout, 
police sources said they 
suspecred the five bombers 
were Palestinians who trav- 
elled abroad before enter- 
ing Israel to cany out the 
attack. 

They said the men who 
carried out last week's 
bombing apparently 

obtained explosives and 


instructions from Hamas 
members in Israeli-con- 
trolled Arab east Jerusalem. 

The family members, five 
of whom were around 60 
years old, were interrogated 
on the whereabouts of their 
sons, for whom Israel has 
been searching for over two 
years, the newspaper quot- 
ed relatives as saying. 

The five men were arrest- 
ed by Palestinian police fol- 
lowing a series of bus 
bombings in Israel in 1995, 
but they escaped from 
prison after seven months. 

Residents of Asira She- 
maliya rejected speculation 
the five carried out the 
recent Jerusalem bombings, 
saying some had appeared 
openly in the village since 


the bombings, A3 Ayyam 
reported. 

Following the recent 
bombings, Israel suspended 
application of peace 
accords with the Palestini- 
ans, accusing Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat of 
failing to live up to his 
commitment under the 
agreements to crack down 
on Hamas and other mili- 
tant groups. 

Under pressure from 
Israel and the U.S. to st^p 
up its fight against terror- 
ism, Palestinian police have 
arrested dozens of Hamas 
members and sympathisers 
in the West Batik and Gaia 
Strip in the past week. 


Algerian, 
Lebanese 
asylum 
seekers face 
expulsion 
from Germany 


BONN (AFP) — Germany 
will continue to expel tens 
of thousands of asylum 
seekers from Algeria and 
Lebanon whose requests 
have been turned down in 
spite of criticism by human 
rights organisations, a gov- 
ernment spokesman said 
Friday. 

According to government 
figures. 6,000 Algerians 
and 26,000 Lebanese living 
in Germany face expulsion. 

The spokesman said Ger- 
many had been made aware 
of the human rights situa- 
tion in Algeria by Amnesty 
International and the Ger- 
man Pro Asyl organisation. 

But a recommendation by 
the U.N. High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) not to expel 
Algerians must be limited, 
for humanitarian reasons, to 
people threatened by funda- 
mentalist groups, such as 
politically active women or 
trade union militants. 

Germany tolerates resi- 
dence in the country of 
3,600 Lebanese out of a 
total 26,000 whose asylum 
application has been reject- 
ed. There was no need to 
suspend the expulsion of 
the 22,400 others, the 
spokesman said in reply to a 
question in parliament 
“Particularly difficult con- 
ditions in refugee camps 
cannot by themselves justi- 
fy’ a refugee status or an 
extended stay in Germany.” 
the spokesman said, refer- 
ring to Lebanese of Pales- 
tinian origin who would 
have to live in camps after 
expulsion. 

Exceptions would be 
made for humanitarian rea- 
sons. he added. 


Kidnapped Israeli man found alive 

i 

Schwartz found in an abandoned house, i 
head wrapped in a Palestinian-style scarf 


ASHKELON (AFP) — A 
63-year-old Israeli man 
missing since Wednesday 
and feared kidnapped by 
Islamists was found bound 
but alive Friday in an aban- 
doned house in this south- 
ern Israeli city, police said. 

Yaakov Schwartz, an 
ultra-Orthodox Jew, was 
found by firemen with his 
hands tied and a Palestin- 
ian-style scarf wrapped 
around his head with a 
copy of the Koran nearby, 
police said. 

Mr. Schwartz’s body 
bore traces of beating and 
he was in a state of shock 
but his life was not in dan- 
ger, they said. He was 
being treated in an 


Ashkelon hospital. 

Firemen stumbled upon 
Mr. Schwartz in an aban- 
doned Ashkelon house 
when they were called to 
put out a nearby brushfire, 
police said. 

Hundreds of police, sol- 
diers and volunteers had 
been searching the region, 
which lies next to the Pa- 
lestinian-controlled Gaza 
Strip, since Mr. Schwartz's 
car was found abandoned 
near here on Thursday. 

He was last seen Wednes- 
day when he eoded a visit 
to relatives in Ashkelon 
and headed back to his 
home in the ultra-Orthodox 
Tel Aviv suburb of Bnei 
Brak. 


Mr. Schwartz’s car, with 
traces of blood inside, was 
found near the Erez Cross- 
ing between the Gaza Strip 
and IsraeL 

Police found his wallet in 
the car but Mr. Schwartz's 
identity card was missing. 
They also found the army- 
style khaki shirt leading 
investigators to believe that 
Mr. Schwartz may have 
been kidnapped after pick- 
ing up a Palestinian hitch- 
hiking disguised as a sol- 
dier. 

“Apparently something 
terrible has happened," 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mondechai told Israel 
Raditi! 



TURKEY PROTEST: Turkish riot police charge against Isiamist demonstrators protesting against the govern- 
ment’s secularist education p lans after Friday prayers in front of the 16th century Beyazit Mosque in Istanbul. 
Police dispersed the protesters after the crowd ignored calls by security officials demanding they leave the area 
(Reuters photo) 


UAE publicly executes two convicted murderers 


ABU DHABI (R)— A fir- 
ing squad executed two 
convicted murderers before 
a crowd of hundreds in a 
square in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) Friday, 
witnesses said. 

The official Emirates 
News Agency WAM said 
Majid Fakher Hussein 
Majid, a UAE national, and 
Abdul Mehdi Karim Mush- 
taq, an Iranian, were exe- 
cuted by firing squad at 9 
a.m. in die oasis town of A1 
‘Ain. 

“The implementation of 
the sentence is a proof that 
the UAE is determined to 
implement the law and to 
be firm against people who 
breach public order,” a gov- 
ernment official told 


Reuters. 

Witnesses said die men 
were executed in a square 
as hundreds of people 
looked on. Executions are 
extremely rare in the UAE 
and are usually carried out 
behind prison walls. 

An original sentence by 
an Islamic Sharia court in 
A1 'Ain to tie the two men 
to a post for a whole day in 
what the ruling called a 
“crucifixion” before execu- 
tion was not carried out, the 
official said. 

The two men were mem- 
bers of a gang- of six 
involved in the ambush, 
robbery and murder of five 
people in separate cases 
over a four-month period to 
July 1995. officials said. 


The other four were sen- 
tenced to various prison 
terms. 

Their victims were all 
currency exchange couri- 
ers. Four were Asians and 
one was a national of the 
one of the six Gulf Cooper- 
ation Council (GCC.) coun- 
tries — Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait. Qatar Oman. 
Bahrain and the UAE. 

“They were not only acts 
of murder or robbery. They 
were heinous crimes which 
could only be faced with 
the sternest of punish- 
ments.” the official said. 

The two men were to 
have been tied to a post for 
public viewing all day 
Monday and executed 
Tuesday, according to a 


statement Sunday by the 
oil-rich Gulf Arab state's 
justice ministry. 

But the sentence was 
delayed. Officials said the 
delay was to allow police to 
prepare for the execution. 

The Sharia court sentence 
was confirmed by the 
appeals court and the high- 
er federal court and was 
approved by UAE Presi- 
dent Sheikh Zayed Ben 
Sultan AJ Nahayan. 

The human rights group 
Amnesty International, in a 
failed bid to save the two 
men's lives, had launched 
an urgent action asking 
people to write to Sheikh 
Zayed to spare their lives. 


British nurses attacking Saudi justice — lawyer 


ADELAIDE (R) — A 
lawyer for Frank Gilford, 
brother of an Australian 
nurse murdered in Saudi 
Arabia, said Friday that 
attempts to stop Gilford 
calling for the death 
penalty attacked the 
Saudi justice system. 

“These proceedings are 
to a very great extent a 
charade,” Michael 
Abbott told the South 
Australian Supreme 
Court. “The Saudi justice 
system is under attack in 
these proceedings.” 

The body of Yvonne 
Gilford. 55, was discov- 
ered in her room at the 
King Fahd Medical 
Complex in the Saudi 
city of Dhahran in 
December 1996. She had 
been stabbed, blud- 
geoned and suffocated. 

Two British nurses 
accused ia Saudi Arabia 
of murdering her are 
appealing to the South 


Australia court to stop 
her brother from calling 
for their deaths if they 
are convicted of the 
killing. 

The nurses have 
already won a temporary 
injunction here stopping 
Mr. Gilford from claim- 
ing to speak for his 84- 
year-old mother Muriel, 
who suffers from 
Alzheimer's disease, in 
any call for the death 
penalty in the controver- 
sial case. 

Under Saudi law, the 
victim's immediate fami- 
ly — in this case. Mr. 
Gilford and his mother 
— may demand public 
beheading if the two 
accused nurses are found 
guilty and the court rules 
die penalty appropriate. 

The British nurses. 
Deborah Parry. 38, and 
Lucille McLauchlan, 31. 
claim they have not been 
getting a fair trial in 


Saudi Arabia. 

They also say it is 
wholly inappropriate for 
Mr. Gilford, a parcel 
courier from Jamestown, 
200 kilometres north of 
Adelaide, to exercise any 
right laid down by Sharia 
law when he lives in 
Australia and is not a 
Muslim. 

Parry and McLauchlan 
say Saudi law is “abhor- 
rent to the common law 
of Australia” in allowing 
an individual to impose 
the death penalty, to do 
so without due process, 
and to such “a cruel, 
unjust and inhumane 
punishment” as public 
beheading. 

Mr. Abbott, however, 
challenged Friday the 
right of the British nurses 
to use an Australian court 
and called for their case 
for an injunction against 
Mr. Gilford to be thrown 
out. 


Mr. Abbott said the 
claim of the nurses to 
have a right to life under 
South Australian state 
law was “arrant non- 
sense.” 

“How can non-citizens 
and non-residents derive 
any benefit from South 
Australian laws when 
they are being tried in 
another country?” he 
asked the court. 

Mr. Abbott said the 
nurses’ lawyers had 
praised the Saudi judges 
hearing the case as 
“wonderful and wise,” 
but in Australia were 
describing the system as 
abhorrent. 

“It is only abhorrent to 
South Australian law if it 
is abhorrent at all. It is a 
different system of jus- 
tice but none the less a 
system of justice.” 

The case continues. 


Syria preparing option of surprise 
chemical attack on Israel — report 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Syria has begun prepara- 
tions for a possible sur- 
prise attack on Israel 
using missiles armed with 
chemical warheads, the 
Israeli newspaper Yediot 
Ahronot reported Friday. 

In a report that coincid- 
ed with U.S. Secretary of 
State Madeleine 

Albright's scheduled 
departure from Israel for 
Damascus, the newspaper 
published a Russian satel- 
lite photo purportedly 
showing an array of Scud 
missile launch sites near 
the city of Hammah. 

Edward Howe, an arms 
expert with the British 
defence weekly Jane's, 
told the newspaper the 
satellite photo is proof 
that Syria has put in place 
the means to launch a sur- 


prise missile attack on 
Israel that could involve 
“dozens” of chemical 
warheads. 

Israeli military officials 
in recent months have 
expressed mounting con- 
cern over Syria's efforts 
to develop new forms of 
chemical weapons, 
including a lethal kind of 
nerve gas. 

But a former comman- 
der of the Israeli air force, 
Avihu Binun, told Israel 
Radio Friday that the 
Yediot report “contains 
□othing new” and that 
Syria “would not dare fire 
missiles at Israel.” 

Ehud Barak, the leader 
of the opposition Labour 
Part and a former army 
chief of staff, agreed. 

“Syria wouldn't risk a 
surprise chemical attack 


against Israel because 
they are afraid of the 
nuclear weapons they 
think we hold.” he said. 

Israel has never publicly 
admitted having a nuclear 
arsenal, but foreign mili- 
tary experts believe Israel 
had between 100 and 200 
nuclear warheads which 
could be placed on the 
army's 'Jericho' medium 
and long-range missiles. 

Israeli-Syrian peace 
negotiations have been on 
hold since February 1996. 

Ms. Albright and Prime 
Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu discussed 
ways of renewing the Syr- 
ian track of the peace 
process late Thursday but 
neither made any public 
declarations about their 
talks (See story about 
Albright's trip on page 1). 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

14:10 Twinkle 

14:30 MuppetShow 

15:00 Blue Heelers 

15:30 — World Of Geo 

16:00 .The Valley Between 

16:30 .Tilt 

17:00 French programmes 

1*00 le Journal 

19:30 News headlines 

10:35 .. Neighbours 

20:00 „.The Newly Weds 

2*30 Prism 

21:10 , — ......TlincTrax 

22:00 -..-....News in English 

22i30 .. Feature film 

23:59 -End ofTJC 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 




PRAYER TIMES 


04*1 


06:13 

— (Sunrise) Duba 

12J2.._. 
16dM 

- Dhuhr 

18^0 .... 

..JVIaghreb 

20:09 

"Isha 


CHURCHES 


622366 

Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 623541 

Anglican Church TeL 652526. 
Armenian CathoBc Church 

■ft]. 771331- 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 

Tel. 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Tel. 824328. 

German -speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene TeL 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman TeL SI 1295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


Winds will be northerly moder- 
ate and seas calm. 

MinVMax. temp- 

Amman 19/31 

Aqaba 23/37 

Deserts 15/33 


DcAkram Haddad . ..985550 
Khahfeh pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 


Jordan Vafley 


-23/37 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 30 Aqaba 36 Humidity 
readings: Amman 39 per cent, 
Aqaba 35 percent 


Food Control Centre 637111 

GvB Defence Department 

661111 

Oil Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 


815615 

Electric Power Company 

636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen ABa Inti. Airport 08- 
53200 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 


HOSPITALS 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


Clvfl Defence Emergency 199 
Rescue Police 192, 621111, 
637777 

Foe Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank .775121 

Highway PgEc* 843402 


SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh, Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
6327S5. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Aimunicatiop 

Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church TeL 661656. 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by die Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Normal summer weather con- 
ditions will prevail with tem- 
peratures around average- and 
winds northwesterly to north- 
easterly moderate. In Aqaba, 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. GhaJeb Zawaideh. 736011 

Dr. TawfiqQub'ain — ,623029 
Dr KhaktounA^our — 69M40 

Dr Hcham Kan'an _790286 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy — 778336 
A! Asema pharmacy — 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salaro pharmacy —.636730 

Yacoub pharmacy .644945 

Shrneisani pharmacy ....637660 

Najib pharmacy ....847632 

IRBID: 

De. Gazi Ta'amneh .250080 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 


Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

>630321 

Hotel Complains .605800 

Price Complaints .661 1 76 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints .897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787111 


Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) ... 121 

Overseas Calk 01 0230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs...., - .623101 

Abdnh Telephone Repairs 
661101 


Jordan Television „7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan ....... .774111 

Water Authority _6S0100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

813813/32 

Khafidi Maternity, J. Amn 

644281/6 

Akflefa Maternity, J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

— .642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shrneisani 607071 

Shrneisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital ......845845 

ALMuasher HospitaL.667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali 666 1 26/37 

Al-AhH, Abdafi 664164/6 

Italian, Ai-Muhajreen 

.777101/3 

Al-Bashir, J. Ashrafiefa 

1 775111/26 

Army,Marka -891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 60224050 

Amfll Hospital 674155 

Tire Arab Centre for Heart and 
Special Surgery 865199 


Zarqa 

(09)983323 

National Hospital 
(OQtoonsfin 

Ibn Sina Hospital ....(09)986732 
Al Hikain Modern Hospital 
lootoonoon 

IRBID: 

Princess 

Basina Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 

Ibn Al 

Nafees Hospital 

AQABA: 

Princess 

Haya Hospital 


08.-05... 

09:30— 

09:45- 


10:25 . 
10-J0 . 
11:00 . 
14^5... 
15:55 
(RJ) 
17:15 . 
19:10 . 
0230 . 
0530 . 


- .Damascus (RJ) 

-Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

— New Delhi (RJ) 


— -Beirut (RJ) 

Karachi, Dubai (RJ) 

— Colombo (RJ) 

- ftmis (add) (RJ) 

New York. Amsterdam 


' — Cairo (RJ) 

-London. Berlin (RJ) 

Madrid (RJ) 

— Bangkok (RJ) 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department ar the Queen Alia 
International Airport Tel. 
(08)53200 where it should 
always be verified. Information 
On other flights is obtained on 
telephone (08) 52700 or (08) 
523250. 


Other Flights 

06:10 Jakarta (GA) 

07:05 -London. Damascus (BA) 

13:00 Riyadh (SVj 

13:10 ..Muscat. Abu Dhabi (GF) 

15:05 Vienna (OS) 

!fc30 ...Dubai (EK) 

17:00 Doha (QRj 

18:25 Amalia (TK) 

20:10 London (GA) 

2L10 Paris. Damascus (AF) 

.Cairo (MS) 

^3^5 Beirut (ME) 

^3:45 .Amsterdam (KLl 

01:15 London (BA i 

05:00 ■ — - Rome (AZ) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

(No flights no Saturday) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
06:00 Tunis (adtfXRfl 

12:40 > 
L3dX) 

.^Amsterdam, New 1 York (RJ) 

13:10 


13:15 Brussels. Amsterdam (Rl) 
13:15 Cairo (RT) 

14:05 


21:10.. 

21:25 

Jeddah iRI) 

21:45 

Bahrain. Doha (RD 

22:00 

...Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

Other Flights 

OJrfin . Ri-mv (AZ) 

04:00 

Arfaens(OA) 

06:50 

Xamaca(CY) 

07:10 

li-indon (GA) 

07:55 

InndoafBA) 

08:10 .Damascus, Lon&m (BA) 

I4K» Abu Dhabi, Bahrahi (GR 
14ti30 Riyadh (SV) 

15^0 

17:45 

Vienna (P® 

JJuh® (P3 

17^0. 

jXtolGW 

19:25. 


21:10 . 

Jakarta (GA) 

23:15 

.Cairo 

2355. 

00:25 

04:00 

Damascus, 

-.Beirut, Amsrerdarn 

Rone# 

04KK) 

jyhafi(^ 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


departures 


Royal Wings (RW) - s 
(No flights on Saturday) 
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Jordan Times, Saturday, Septeinber 13, 1997 



Her Majesty Queen Noor greets Queen Sofia of Spain Thursday night Both are to 
attend the funeral of Mother Teresa in India Saturday (Petra photo) 

Queen to attend Mother Teresa’s 
funeral service in Calcutta today 


AMMAN (J.T. ) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor left 
Friday on a two-day trip 
to India to attend Mother 
Teresa’s funeral service- 
Saturday in Calcutta, a 
press release announced 
Thursday. 


Queen Noor, who will 
be accompanied by Sister 
Julia of the Mother Tere- 
sa Home in Amman, met 
with Mother Teresa in 
November 1980, when 
His Majesty King Hus- 
sein conferred upon her 


A1 Istiklal (Indepen- 
dence) medal, the King- 
dom’s highest decoration, 
the statement read. 

Queen Noor is also 
accompanied by Jordan’s 
ambassador to India, the 
statement concluded. 


Jordanian- Canadian roundtable 
discussion focuses on public 
administration reform 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
government has made 
major strides towards 
reforming the public 
administration system and 
taken steps to prevent any 
unjustified appointments of 
employees in government 
offices. Deputy Prime Min- 
ster For Serv ices and Min- 
ister of Administrative 
Development Abdullah 
Ensour said Thursday. 

Addressing a one-day 
round table meeting focus- 
ing on Jordanian and Cana- 
dian experiments in 
reforming public adminis- 
tration systems. Dr. Ensour 
said the government is in 
the process of restructuring 
many of its departments, a 
measure that will include a 
merger of some of the 
departments to reduce pub- 
lic expenditure and 
upgrade efficiency. 

The government has 
already introduced amend- 
ments to lesislation and 


laws governing civil ser- 
vice that promote decen- 
tralisation and improve 
public service, the minister 
said. 

Studies are underway to 
set job descriptions and 
create a data base to secure 
a supply of information for 
planners and decision- 
makers, he explained. 

Representatives of the 
Canadian government pre- 
sented an outline of Cana- 
da’s public administration 
reforms, which included 
plans concerning the 
appointment of~ new 
employees and application 
of decentralisation policies. 

Faced with a chronic 
deficit in fiscal budgets, the 
Canadian government has 
introduced a series of cor- 
rective measures, such as 
an early retirement scheme 
for government employees, 
according to the Canadi- 
ans. 

Representatives of the 


ministries of education and 
health in Jordan outlined 
recent reform programmes 
to address administrative 
weaknesses in their respec- 
tive departments. 

Head of the Institute of 
Public Administration 
Zuheir Kayed said Jordan 
continues to benefit from 
.the experiments .conducted, 
by other countries toward 
improving . their public 
administration services, 
noting that the institute has 
studied experiments in the 
United Kingdom. 

Malaysia. Japan, and New 
Zealand, and has been fol- 
lowing up on the reforms 
introduced by the Canadian 
government. 

Minister of Energy and 
Mineral Resources 

Mohammad Saleh Horani 
and senior government 
officials attended the meet- 
ing held at the Royal Scien- 
tific Society. 


Spain to support Kingdom’s request 
to establish EU financial fund 


By Ghalia AIuI 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Spain has 
recently agreed to support 
Jordan in' its request to 
establish a European Union 
iEU) financial fund in line 
with the Middle East Peace 
and Stability Fund 

announced by the U.S. this 
year, according to Ministry 
of Planning Secretary Gen- 
eral Nubil Amman. 

During his visit to Spain 
last week. Minister of For- 
eign Affairs Fayez 

Tarawneh stressed the need 
lor increased financial sup- 
port from the EU to assist 


the Kingdom in carrying 
out its economic reform 
and social productivity 
programmes aimed at alle- 
viating poverty and unem- 
ployment. 

■•Jordan’s request will 
also depend on the out- 
come of the Jordanian del- 
egation's visit to six Euro- 
pean countries this week,” 
Dr. Amman said. 

The delegation is expect- 
ed to reiterate Jordan's 
request to increase Euro- 
pean financial contribu- 
tions by S60 million. 

Spain's support for Jor- 
dan came after the King- 
dom considered omitting a 


clause in the Euro-Jordan 
partnership agreement that 
stipulated that EU coun- 
tries and Jordan could 
revise the variety and quan- 
tity of produce that can be 
exported under the deal. 

Spain had earlier protest- 
ed the clause, saying it 
could serve as a precedent 
for other southern Mediter- 
ranean countries to demand 
proportionate quotas. 

The EU is also expected 
to increase the Kingdom’s 
tomato paste quota, to 
which Spain had earlier 
objected. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


MEMORIAL MASS 
* Roman Catholic Bishop 
Saleem AI Sayegh. along 
j with the Sisters of Mother 
1 Teresa in Jordan I the sisters 
J of Dar Al Salam in Gardens 
I Street and sisters of Dar Al 
j Mahabbeh in Ruseifa.i and 
I the co-workers cordially 
i will hold a mass in memory 
j of the late Mother Teresa at 
j College de la Salle (El- 
i Frcres) Parish in Jabal Al 
i Hussein on Saturday. 13th 
j Sept. 1997 at 5:00 p.m. All 
j are invited to attend. 

I JAZZ 

i * Concert of jazz music 
I by Laurent de Wilde at the 
j Roval Culrural Centre at 
1 S:00 p.m. 

i 

| EXHIBITIONS 

; e Works by Darleen 
{ WiiktTson entitled "Arab 


Madinas in Batik" at the 
Jordan Crafts Development 
Centre (Al Aydi), Jabal 
Amman. Second Circle, 
until Sept. 25 (Tel. 
644555). 

v Works by All Al Yazbi- 
ki at the Jordan Plastic An 
Association, Jabal Weib- 
deh, until Sept. 16. 

* Fourth Pottery' Exhibi- 
tion bv Mahmoud Sadiq 
and Da’ad AJ Mufleh at 
Hamurabi Gallery', Gardens 
Street, until Sept. 19 (Tel. 
553609S). 

* Paintings exhibition 
entitled "La Radioactivire' 
" at the French Cultural 
Centre, until Sept. 30. 

* Paintings by Palestinian 
artists entitled "Palestine 
ihe Reality and the Dream" 
at the Jordan National 

Gallery of Fine .Arts, until 
Oct. 2 (except Tuesdays). 


* Bani Hamida exhibition 
(rugs, cushions, runners, 
wall hangings and baskets) 
at Al Baidar Hall of Kan 
Zaman, until Sept. 20. 

DARAT AL FUNUM 
SUMMER *97 FESTIVAL 

* Graphics by Rafa Nasiri 
of Iraq, Ziad Dalloui of 
Syria, and Najia Mehadji at 
the South Hall. 

* Paintings by Jordanian 
artist Mohammad Qailoka 
at the Middle Hall. 

* Sculpture, drawings, 
and paintings by Jordanian 
artist Rajwa Ali. 

* Works by contemporary 
Arab artists at the Blue 
House. 

* Paintings by children of 
Zarqa reflecting on the 
problem of pollution at “the 
Byzantine church j. 


Majority of citizens to turn out 
for November elections — - statisti 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Notwith- 
standing the call for a 
general boycott by the 
Islamists and opposition 
parties, as well as profes- 
sional associations and 
prominent independent 
personalities, official sta- 
tistics maintain that virtu- 
ally all eligible voters reg- 
istered for the Nov. 4 par- 
liamentary election. 

According to 1996 esti- 
mates of the Kingdom’s 
population published by 
the Department of Statis- 
tics, Jordanians above the 
voting age approach 2.1 
million (2,086,900), while 
53 per cent of the 
4,444,000 estimated pop- 
ulation are below the age 
of 19. 

Comparing the Depart- 
ment of Statistics’ esti- 
mates of eligible voters 
with the final list of regis- 
tered voters, made avail- 
able Wednesday to the 
Jordan Tunes by Ministry 
of Interior Director Gen- 
eral Hashem Sabbagh, it 
appears that more than 91 
per cent of eligible voters 
(1,908,271) registered for 
the upcoming polls. (See 
Table) 

This percentage could 
be even higher since, 
according to Article 5 of 
the Elections Law, “the 
right to vote is denied to 
members of the Jordan 
Armed Forces. Public 
Security, and Civil 
Defence throughout their 
actual service." 

Statistics also show a 
large increase in the per- 
centage of registered vot- 
ers when compared to the 
1993 elections for the 
12th Parliament, when 77 
per cent of eligible voters 
registered at the. special 
registration centres set up 
by each govemorate 
[ 1,501,229 registered vot- 
ers out of 1 ,947.689 eligi- 


Governorate J Constituencies 


Male 


Amman 


First District 
Second District 
Third District 

Founh District 
Fifth District 

CentraTBedouins 


72590 

T752F 

59384 


“i7541| 


34469 

505371 


3 Muslim 

1 Circassian-Chechen, 

1 Christian, 3 Muslim 

2 Muslim ~ 

1 Circassian-Chechen, 

4 Muslim 

2 Muslim - 


Irbid 

City centre, Bani 
Obeid, Northern 
Mazar, Taybeth, 
and Wasatieh 

115095 

106381 

241476 

1 Christian, 8 Muslim 


Ramtha and Bani 
Kinaneh Districts 

35982 

“ 3 I 203 

67175 

3 Muslim 


Kourah and North 
Ghor Districts 

35452 

35702 

75137 

2 Muslim 


F” Total 

1TO29 

v SS5R? 

, - . : 36.6815^ 

«; J4 Seats, 

Balqa 

Balqa 

91 174 

*89464 

1 0649 

6 Muslim, 2 Christian 

fverak 

Kerak 

50033 

4WlT 

99146 

7 Muslim, 2 Christian 

Ma'an 

Ma’an 

15530 

13860 

29390 

3 Muslim 


Southern Bedouins 

I4S7T 

14647 

~ 2952(3' 

2 Muslim 


Total 

- 30403 

= : -28507 

58910 

5 Seats 

1 Circassian-Chechen, 
I Christian, 4 Muslim 

Zarqa 

Zarqa 

130211 

22207 

20507 

118803 

TTTRJ 

20260 

249014 

43377" 

46767" 


Northern Bedouins' 

2 Muslim 


Tafileh 

Madaba 

Jerash 

Ajloun ~ 

Aqaba 

Total 


Tafileh 

Madaba 

Jerash 

Ajloun 

Aqaba 


ble voters). 

In the same year, how- 
ever, 1,203,329 collected 
their voting cards, and 
only 821.000 of them 
turned out at the polls. 

According to Dr. Sab- 
bagh, the magnetic voting 
cards, ’ initially supposed 
to be introduced ahpad of 
this year's elections, are 
currently under scrutiny 
by Ministry, of Interior 
expens and will be intro- 
duced prior to the next 
elections, in 2001. 
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“We are comprehensive- 
ly studying the new sys- 
tem to be introduced, 
including the cards and 
the machinery required, 
as the voting operation 
will be totally comput- 
erised," he said, adding 
that the new cards will not 
cost more than JD1 each. 

Opposition groups this 
year strongly opposed the _ 
introduction of the new 
cards, especially because 
the omission of the hold- 
er’s profession could have 
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allowed members of the 
Armed Forces to go to the 
polls. 

When asked whether the 
cards to be introduced 
before the 2001 elections 
will bear an indication of 
the holder's profession. 
Dr. Sabbagh declined to 
answer, reiterating that 
“the whole system is cur- 
rently .under study.IL 

As for candidacies. Dr. 
Sabbagh said those who 
intend to J mn for Parlia- 
ment may register starting 


Oct 10, for three consec- 
utive days. 

Article 21 of the Elec- 
tions Law stipulates that 
“candidacy for member- 
ship in the Lower House 
shall start 25 days before 
die day designated and 
shall continue for three 
days; no candidacy shall 
- be accepted after this peri- 
. od." 

More than 550 candi- 
dates ran for the 80 Lower 
House seats in the previ- 
ous elections. 


Jordanian-Sudanese joint committee 
concludes deliberations in Khartoum 


KHARTOUM (Petra) — 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali Friday arrived in 
Amman after concluding a 
three-day visit to Sudan, 
where he co-chaired the Jor- 
danian-Sudanese Higher 
Committee meeting with 
Sudan’s Deputy Prime Min- 
ister Zubeir Mohammad 
Saleh. 

A joint communique issued 
at the closing session voiced 
Jordan’s support for Sudan’s 
current drive to achieve peace 
with the various factions 
fighting the government and 
its efforts to effect stability 
and protect the country's ter- 
ritorial integrity. 

The committee reviewed 
the developments in the Mid- 
dle East peace process and 
voiced concern over the 
obstacles impeding a com- 
prehensive settlement 

They stressed the need for 
the concerned parties to 



Dr. Abdul Salam Majali 

respect and implement all 
requirements in accordance 
with international legitimacy 
and U.N. resolutions. 

Both parties expressed dis- 
may over the continued 
embargoes on Iraq and Libya 
and the suffering of the Arab 
people in the two nations, and 


demanded that the sanctions 
be lifted immediately. 

The two sides called for an 
end to inter- Arab differences, 
increased initiative to create 
an Arab common market, and 
the realisation of an integrat- 
ed Arab economic bloc. 

Dr. Majali expressed appre- 
ciation for Sudan’s efforts to 
bolster cooperation between 
the two private sectors 
toward investments and joint 
ventures. 

The ministers of industry 
and trade, as well as agricul- 
ture, education, and health, 
signed agreements on coop- 
eration. 

On the final day of his visit. 
Dr. Majali was received by 
Sudanese President Omar 
Hassan Bashir and reviewed 
Jordanian-Sudanese relations 
and developments in the 
Middle East 

Dr. Majali Thursday 
warned that further delay in 


the implementation of the 
Madrid and Oslo accords 
would lead to turmoil and 
acts of violence. 

It is of paramount impor- 
tance that negotiations be 
resumed between Israel and 
Syria, Lebanon, and the 
Palestinian authorities, so that 
a comprehensive settlement 
can be achieved, he said. 

Upon his arrival in Khar- 
toum Wednesday, Dc Majali 
expressed hope that U.S. Sec- 
retary of Sate Madeleine 
Albright would cany a dear 
plan to restore peace talks, 
adding that the U.S. is a part- 
ner in the peace process. 

Jordan realises the chal- 
lenges facing the Sudanese 
government and backs its 
efforts at the national and 
humanitarian levels, the 
prime minister said. 

Me Saleh in reply voiced 
his country’s appreciation of 
Jordan’s continued support 


'and assistance to his country, 
which 1 be said is facing exter- 
- nai plots directed at its securi- 
ty and stability. 

Efc Majali Thursday met 
the speaker of Sudan's 
-national assembly, Hassan 
Turabi, and discussed Jordan- 
ian-Sudanese relations and 
the Middle East peace 
process. 

The prime minister earlier 
Thursday toured a number of 
industrial and agricultural 
projects in the White and 
Blue Nile districts and was 
briefed on plans for their 
development. 

The tour included a sugar 
plant which produces 
300,000 tonnes of sugar 
annually, covering the needs 
of Sudan and leaving a sur- 
plus for export. 

He also visited the archaeo- 
logical site of Senar. which is 
■ dotted with* Islamic remains. 


Human rights activists, women’s .organisations 
decry ‘pro-Israel’ U.S. policy in Middle East 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Human 
rights activists and women’s 
organisations in Jordan Fri- 
day condemned the U.S. pol- 
icy in the region, describing it 
as biased toward Israel, and 
called on it to pressure Israel 
to honour its commitments 
under the Oslo agreements. 

In two separate statements, 
issued Friday on the occa- 
sion of U.S. Secretary' of 
State Madeleine Albright’s 
visit to the region. Jordan 
Society' for Human Rights 
(JSHR) and the women’s 
organisations said U.S. policy 
is hostile to Arab and Pales- 
tinian rights. 

They expressed solidarity 
with and called for support of 
the Palestinian people to 
enable them to ensure their 
rights to repatriation, self- 


determination, and the estab- 
lishment of an independent 
state. 

JSHR called on the govern- 
ments who were witnesses to 
the Oslo agreements, led by 
the U.S., to suspend all polit- 
ical, economic, and military 
aid to Israel to force it to hon- 
our its commitments. 

The women's organisations 
warned that any solutions 
falling short of ensuring the 
Palestinian people’s rights 
will have devastating conse- 
quences on the Palestinian 
cause and Arab rights as well. 

They called on Arab gov- 
ernments, political parties, 
and non-governmental organ- 
isations to stand firm in the 
face of U.S. and Israeli poli- 
cies that are hostile to Arab 
and Palestinian rights. 


JSHR asked human rights 
societies and all concerned 
parties to put pressure on 
Israel to withdraw its [armed 
forces from the occupied 
Arab and Palestinian territo- 
ries. 

The statement said the 
Israeli practices against the 
Palestinian people constitute 
flagrant violations of human 
rights, which the U.S. would 
condemn were they practised 
in a different part of ihe 
world. 

Commenting on Ms. 
Albright’s statements upon 
her arrival in Tel Aviv, the 
women’s organisations said 
her call for uprooting the 
infrastructure of the oppo- 
nents of the Oslo agreement 
is tantamount to igniting a 
Palestinian civil war, and is 


designed not only to cover for 
Israeli settlement activity, but 
also the siege; starvation, and 
detention campaign launched 
against the Palestinian peo- 
ple. 

The JSHR statement added 
that the U.S. administration 
has installed itself as a securi- 
ty officer to safeguard Israeli 
interests. 

The statement said the US. 
initiative is designed to 
implement Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu’s 
programme, which considers 
the status quo as the basis for 
tiie final and lasting solution 
to the Palestine question. 

JSHR warned that 
Netanyahu's programme 
intends to deprive four mil- 
lion Palestinian refugees of 
their right to repatriation. 


considers Jerusalem as ihe 
eternal capital of Israel, and 
gives Israel a free hand to 
build further settlements. 

Since 1993, Israel has con- 
fiscated 36,470.000 square 
metres of Palestinian lands to 
build new Israeli settlements 
or to expand existing ones, 
the JSHR statement contin- 
ued. 

. Israel still dominates 97 per 
cent of the West Bank and 
approximately 40 per cent of 
the Gaza Strip, the announce- 
ment said. 

Israel is detaining 6,000 
Palestinians, including 26 
women and 250 children, 
who are receiving severe 
treatment and are exposed to 
torture and inhumane impris- 
onment conditions, the state- 
ment concluded. 
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Taleban say noose tightening 
on northern Afghanistan city 
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ISLAMABAD (R) — Af- 
ghanistan’s purist Islamic 
Taleban militia said Friday 
it had tightened its siege of 
the northern opposition cap- 
ital of Mazar-e-Sharif. 

A Taleban spokesman. 
Mullah Abdul Salam, told 
the private Afghan Islamic 
Press (AIP) service chat pro- 
Taleban forces had captured 
Dara-e-Suf. 85 kiiomeres 
south of Mazar-e-Sharif. 

Dara-e-Suf sits astride a 
key road link to the central 
Afghan town of Bamiyan, 
bastion of the mainly Shiite 
Muslim Hizb-e-Wahdat, 
now the dominant faction in 
Mazar-I-Sharif. 

Mullah Salam. based at 
Taleban headquarters in the 
southern city of Qandhar, 
said Hizb-e-Wahdat had 
launched an overnight 


attack on Taleban forces at 
the airport several kilome- 
tres east of Mazar-e-Sharif, 
but had been beaten back 
after three hours of heavy 
fighting involving tanks, 
artillery and rockets. 

He said the attackers had 
left six bodies behind them, 
adding that three Taleban 
fighters had been killed. 

Mullah Salam said the 
Taleban controlled the air- 
port but a Hizb-e-Wahdat 
spokesman in the Pakistani 
border city of Peshawar said 
it was still in the hands of 
opposition forces. 

The Taleban said Thurs- 
day night its forces bad cap- 
tured the Qala-je-Jangi Fort 
outside Mazar-e-Sharif and 
overrun an 1 opposition 
brigade in the northeastern 
province of Baghlan. 


No independent account 
of the fighting was avail- 
able. 

The Taleban and its ethnic 
Pash tun allies began thrust- 
ing towards Mazar-e-Sharif, 
the biggest Afghan city still 
held by the opposition, from 
the northeastern city of 
Kunduz Sunday. 

Their advance unleashed a 
wave of looting in Mazar-e- 
Sharif as well as factional 
fighting in which Hizb-e- 
Wahdat appears to haw 
replaced the ethnic Uzbek 
militia led by General 
Abdul Malik as the main 
force in the city. 

An International Commit- 
teje of the Red Cross (1CRC) 
o:ficial said 75 wounded 
h; id been treated in the main 
hospital supported by the 
I(’RC Wednesday and 


Royalists to be dropped 
from Cambodian cabinet 


PHNOM PENH (R) — 
Cambodian Premier Hun 
Sen plans a sweep of his 
cabinet in which virtually 
all royalist members loyal 
to ousted Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh will be dropped 
while several politicians 
who opposed the prince will 
get top jobs. 

Chan Ven. deputy 
Secretary General of the 
National Assembly, told 
Reuters Friday four royalist 
ministers and four secre- 
taries of state who left 
Cambodia in the aftermath 
of the bloody overthrow of 
Prince Ranariddh on July 5- 
6 will be dropped. 

Replacing them as minis- 
ters will be several senior, 
dissidents of the royalist 
FUNCINPEC party who 
broke ... with Prince 
Ranariddh in April, Mr. 
Chan Ven said. 

The four royalist cabinet 
ministers who will lose their 
jobs are Tao Seng Hour 
(agriculture). Veng Serey- 
vuth (tourism). Hong Sun 
Huot (rural development) 
and Tol Lah (education). 

The changes, proposed by 
Mr. Hun Sen and Prince 
Ranariddh's successor as 
first Prime Minister Ung 
Huot, are expected to come 
before the national assem- 
bly Tuesday. If approved, 
they will be forwarded to 
King Norodom Sihanouk, 
who is Prince Ranariddh's 
father, for his approval. Mr. 
Chan Ven said. 

The agriculture portfolio 
will go to the governor of 
Siem Reap province, Toan 
Chhay. who led the April 
party rebellion against 
Prince Ranariddh. 

Another prominent 
FUNCINPEC dissident, 
Ung Phan, will take over 
tourism. 

Duong Khem. another 
FUNCINPEC rebel, will 
become minister of rural 


development and Mr. Sina 
will take the education port- 
folio, Mr. Chan Ven said. 
Many FUNCINPEC mem- 
bers and royalist sympathis- 
ers fled. Cambodia after 
Prince Ranariddh, who was 
then in Paris and has 
remained abroad, was top- 
pled. Many senior royalist 
military and intelligence 
officials were rounded up 
by Hun Sen's forces. 

Mr. Hun Sen and Prince 
Ranariddh formed a power- 
sharing coalition after U.N.- 
run elections in 1993. After 
toppling Prince Ranariddh 
Hun Sen said he wanted to 
maintain the coalition in the 
run-up to elections sched- 
uled for next May. 

Three new deputy prime 
ministers will also be 
appointed next, week; .rais- 
ing the number of deputy 
premiers to five, Mr. Chan 
Ven said. 

The two co-ministers of 
defence. Tea Banh and Tea 
Chamrath, will become 
deputy prime ministers, as 
will Ieng Mouly, minister of 
information and the leader 
of the small Buddhist 
Liberal Democratic Party 
fBLDP). 

Ieng Mouly heads a fac- 
tion of the BLDP which 
supports Mr. Hun Sen. 
Another faction of the party 
supports Prince Ranariddh 
and most of its members 
have joined him in self- 
exile. 

Nady Tan, secretary gen- 
eral of the government, will 
be appointed minister in the 
Council of Ministers, in 
place of the absent tourism 
minister, Veng Sereyvuth. 

Four new secretaries of 
state are also expected to be 
appointed next week, 
including a replacement for 
Ho Sok. a former secretary 
of state at the Interior 
Ministry and a senior 
FUNCINPEC official who 


was shot dead soon after he 
was taken prisoner by 
forces loyal to Mr. Hun Sen 
in the aftermath of the July 
fighting. 

The three other new secre- 
taries of state will replace 
absent FUNCINPEC mem- 
bers at the ministries of cul- 
ture. commerce and finance. 
Chan Ven said. 

But two secretaries of 
state known to be loyal to 
Prince Ranariddh will 
apparently keep their jobs. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Hun Sen 
Friday dismissed a bid by 
Prince Norodom Ranariddh 
to represent Cambodia at 
the U.N. General Assembly 
session starting next week. 

Prince Ranariddh, has 
claimed the right to repre- 
sent Cambodia at the 
General Assembly session 
in New York. 

But Mr. Hun Sen said 
Friday there would-be no 
problem concerning Cam- 
bodia's representation at the 
world body as King Noro- 
dom Sihanouk, Prince Ra- 
nariddh's father, had al- 
ready approved a delegation 
from Hun Sen government 

“If a person who ran away 
from the country and did 
many crazy things that 
caused the death of many 
people was allowed by the 
United Nations to sit.. I 
think there would be no 
need for such a United 
Nations,” Mr. Hun Sen told 
reporters while presiding 
over the opening of a school 
on the outskirts of Phnom 
Penh. 

“We’re going to the 
United Nations with the 
king's accreditation so I 
don't think there will be any 
problems about who repre- 
sents Cambodia,” he said. 

Prince Ranariddh, in a 
statement Thursday, pro- 
posed that his father. King 
Sihanouk, lead Cambodia's 
delegation to the UN. 


U.S. Army moves to stamp 
out sexual harassment 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Moving to end a major rape 
and sex harassment scan- 
dal, the U.S. Army said 
Thursday it would tighten 
the selection process for 
drill sergeants and strive to 
improve treatment and pro- 
motion of female troops. 

Officials also said career- 
ending letters of reprimand 
or lesser admonishment 
had been given to eight 
officers and enlisted lead- 
ers from the Aberdeen. 
Maryland, training camp, 
where rape charges against 
drill instructors sparked 
investigations, trials and 
convictions at several 
bases. 

Army Secretary Togo 
West and Chief Of Staff 
Gen. Dennis Reimer told a 
news conference the ser- 
vice would extend “boot 
camp” recruit training from 
eight to nine weeks to bet- 
ter instil values of respect 
for women. 

They said prospective 
drill sergeants would 
undergo tighter screening, 
including psychological 
testing, to make sure they 
did not abuse the absolute 


power they have over 
young recruits, more than 
20 per cent of them 
women. 

“Passive leadership has 
allowed sexual harassment 
to persist,” said a stinging 
report from a senior review 
panel of army officers and 
civilians released by Mr. 
West. A second report by 
the service’s inspector gen- 
eral was also critical. 

Mr. West said the review 
panel concluded that vio- 
lent sexual abuse such as 
rape “is not endemic 
throughout our army." 

“Sexual harassment, 
however, continues to be a 
problem.” he told reporters. 
"The reports conclude that 
there is today ... a percep- 
tion by far too many sol- 
diers that there is a lack of 
commitment in the army to 
equal opportunity." 

Since last November, the 
army has been bartered by 
reports of harassment or 
attacks on women recruits 
in a scandal that has 
rivalled the navy’s “tail- 
hook” investigation into 
abuse on women at a 1991 
navy and marine fliers’ 


convention in Las Vegas. 

SgL Maj. of the Army 
Gene McKinney, the ser- 
vice's top enlisted man, is 
currently awaiting a deci- 
sion on whether he must 
face a court martial on 
harassment charges 

brought by six service- 
women. 

Republican Soil Olympia 
Snowe of Maine issued a 
statement saying Thurs- 
day’s reports constituted a 
“scathing indictment of the 
climate and leadership to 
permit sexual harassment 
to permeate all levels of the 
army” 

A new human relations 
action plan released by Mr. 
West and Gen. Reimer 
Thursday said the army 
will “re-engineer the E.O. 
(equal opportunity) pro- 
gramme from top to bottom 
to make it responsive to 
leaders and soldiers.” 

“We had a leadership fail- 
ure by selected individu- 
als,” Gen. Reimer said. 
“Leaders must do what is 
right every day. legally and 
morally.” 


Thursday. He had no overall 
casualty toll. 

In the Tajik capital Du- 
shanbe. presidential spokes- 
man, Zafar Saidov rejected 
Taleban charges that Taji- 
kistan was letting opposi- 
tion planes operate from an 
air base inside its territory. 

“The declarations of the 
Taleban movement are a 
provocation. Tajikistan has 
never interfered into Afgha- 
nistan's internal affairs and 
is not going to do so in 
future,” he told Reuters. 

A Taleban spokesman. 
Mullah Sayed Mohammad 
Haqqani, said Thursday that 
two opposition jets had 
bombed Taleban positions 
east of Mazar-e-Sharif from 
Kulyab airbase in Tajikis- 
tan. 



NATO Secretary General Javier Solatia (right) speaks to the commander of NATO- 
led peace forces Eric Shinsecky (left), four-star General Wesley Clark, (centre) and 
supreme allied NATO commander for Europe after his arrival at Sarajevo Airport 
Friday. Mr. Solana pledged the alliance would support peaceful political groups in 
Bosnia before and after elections this weekend (Reuter photo) 
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marked by 
protests 

SANTIAGO (R) — A 
divided Chile Thursday 
marked with riotous march- 
es and religious ceremonies 
the anniversary of former 
dictator, Gen. Augusto 
Pinochet’s bloody 1973 
coup against late socialist 
President Salvador Allende. 

On a date that remains a 
national holiday even 
though Gen. Pinochet 
stepped down in 1990, the 
opposing sides attended 
separate demonstrations 
and masses in Santiago. 

Near the city’s main ceme- 
tery. police clashed with 
rock-throwing youths mar- 
ching to Allende's tomb, 
where leftist leaders were 
laying wreaths in memory of 
Latin America's first freely 
elected Marxist president. 

Their ceremony was 
dashed as anti-riot vehicles 
fired tear gas and water 
guns at protesters. Police 
said 90 people were de- 
tained during the upheaval. 

In a separate incident, a 
group of men riding in a 
pick-up truck fired shots in 
the air as they drove past a 
police station in southern 
Santiago. 

Earlier Thursday, officials 
and politicians attended a 
mass for Allende in La 
Moneda, the presidential 
palace where the socialist 
leader allegedly killed him- 
self 24 years ago with a 
machine gun given to him 
by Cuba’s Fidel Castro. 

After the mass on a patio 
of the Fortress-like building, 
which was strafed by air 
force fighters during the 
coup, Allende's widow 
called for scrapping the 
Sept. 1 1 holiday. 

‘This should no longer be 
a day off because it divides 
Chileans ... So I hope this 
will be the last one,” the 
frail-looking Hortensia 
Bussi told reporters. 

More than 3,000 people 
were killed or disappeared 
during Gen Pinochet's 16- 
year regime, while 50,000 
were exiled. 

At dusk, human rights 
groups held a candle-lit 
vigil at Santiago's national 
stadium to pay homage to 
the “missing,” hundreds of 
political prisoners who 
were detained in that sports 
arena after the coup and 
never beard from again. 

Late Thursday, police 
again battled with bands of 
youths in several poor 
neighbourhoods where pro- 
testers burned tires and set 
up barricades. 

Ricardo Lagos, a socialist 
leader who is widely seen as 
a potential successor to 
Christian Democrat Presi- 
dent Eduardo Fret said 
Chileans were far from 
burying their rancour. 

“Were still a long way 
from (reconciliation)," said 
Mr. Lagos, who is Mr. Frei's 
public works minister. ‘The 
strongest evidence is this 
day, when you’ll see two 
Chiles.” 

While some 5.000 socia- 
lists and communists 
marched to Allende's tomb, 
across town in an elegant 
suburb hundreds of Gen. Pi- 
nochet's admirers gathered 
to salute their hero. 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — The scene was 
set Friday for a new step in the Bosnia 
peace process after 11th hour agreements 
by ultra-nationalists to take part in weekend 
polls billed as the most complex in history. 

The elections are expected to draw 2.5 
million voters from the country’s three eth- 
nic communities — the Croats. Muslims 
and Serbs — and pave the way for democ- 
racy in a country wracked by a 43-month 
war. 

But although Western officials who have 
poured $30 million into organising the polls 
insist they are crucial if the country is to 
push forward, there is little optimism 
among Bosnians and numerous experts who 
believe the vole will only serve to cement 
existing divisions among the three commu- 
nities. 

“The elections run the risk of again con- 
ferring a pseudo-democratic mandate on 
many of the ethnic cleansers,” said Hrair 
Bali an, of the International Crisis Group, a 
U.S.-based organisation monitoring the 
peace process. 

One huge obstacle Western officials are 
likely to face once the polls are over is how 
to implement the results in areas where the 
current ultra-nationalist rulers lose out to 
those who left or were expelled during the 
war. 

That was the reason behind the threat by 
ultra-nationalist Serbs and Croats to boycott 
the polls, fearing the loss of several key 
municipalities which traditionally have 
been an important centre of power in the 
former Yugoslavia. 

Both dropped their threat after intense 
international pressure and after winning a 
number of concessions in towns and vil- 
lages where their power was threatened. 

One key concession given to the Croats 
by the Organisation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe, was that no voting 
would take place in one of the seven munic- 
ipalities in the southern city of Mostar. 

The Croats feared that the Muslims would 
wield too much power in the city if they 
won control of that municipality since the 
other six municipalities are expected to be 
evenly divided between Muslims and 
Croats. 

Last minute-preparations were meanwhile 
underway here to ensure the smooth run- 
ning of the polls. 

NATO Secretary General Javier Solana 
and the alliance's supreme commander in 
Europe, U.S. General Wesley Clark, arrived 
in Sarajevo early Friday for talks with local 
officials and elections supervisions. 


NATO has organised an elaborate security 
operation to protect refugees travelling to 
their former homes to vote and drawn up a 
list of flashpoint areas where they fear vio- 
lence. 

The NATO-led Stabilisation Force (SFOR) 
has brought in 3,000 extra troops, including 
two battalion-sized squadrons of United 
States cavalry in armoured vehicles, to beef 
up the current force to 36,000 troops. 

Three U.S. aircraft with jamming equip- 
ment will also be ready to silence radio or 
television programmes that incite violence. 

Meanwhile, NATO Secretary General 
Javier Solana pledged Friday the alliance 
would support peaceful political groups in 
Bosnia before and after elections this week- 
end. 

“I say it clearly — the international com- 
munity must support those parties or fac- 
tions which are prepared to continue with 
the Dayton accords. This is what we are 
doing and will continue to do in the coming 
days,” Mr. Solana told Belgian RTBF radio 
in an interview broadcast Friday. 

“We must support the peace which was 
well defined at Dayton. Those politicians 
which are ready to cooperate with the inter- 
national community must be supported,” he 
added. 

Mr. Solana said that in the Serb area of 
Bosnia the choice was not a personal one 
between moderate Serb President Biljana 
Plavsic or Momcilo Krajisnik, an ally of 
indicted war criminal Radovan Karadzic, 
but a “choice for peace and the Dayton 
accords”. 

Mr. Solana said SFOR forces would con- 
tinue to cooperate with the Hague tribunal 
for the former Yugoslavia in arresting 
alleged war criminals but declined to con- 
firm rumours NATO had drawn up special 
plans to snatch suspects. 

“We should not talk about precise situa- 
tions ... SFOR will cooperate with the tri- 
bunal to arrest war criminals because I think 
the international community has a responsi- 
bility” he said. 

In a separate interview Friday, the Eu- 
ropean Union's high representative to 
Bosnia. Carlos Westendorp said a choice 
between supporting Ms. Plavsic or Kara- 
dzic could be “simplified as the good versus 
the bad.” 

“The (Bosnian Serb) government must 
cooperate with the international community 
for the benefit of the Serb population. If it 
does, this perception could change,” Mr. 
Westendorp told Belgian newspaper La 
Libre Belgique. 


Relatives blame Hai tian 
ferry deaths on voodoo 


MONTROUIS (R) — Re- 
latives of victims of a Hai- 
tian ferry disaster burned a 
boat belonging to a compet- 
ing line Thursday, saying 
the rival owner had sunk the 
vessel using voodoo magic, 
a local official said. 

"The owner of the 
Calypso Line had given 
three days for the boat to 
sink, and everyone knew 
that.’’ said Simon La Pointe, 
mayor of La Gonave’s main 
city Anse A Galets, mean- 
ing voodoo spirits had been 
invoked to sink the doomed 
ferry. "Voodoo is something 
you just can't exclude in the 
Haitian system." 

The Gonavienne capsized 
and sank just 50 yards from 
shore before dawn Monday 
when passengers eager to 
disembark crowded to one 
side. Only 30-60 of the per- 
haps 300 passengers sur- 
vived. The rest were trapped 
inside the ship as it sank to 
30 metres below the sur- 
face. 

La Pointe said he saw a 
crowd on La Gonave burn a 


Calypso Line ferry 
Thursday to avenge what 
they believed was a voodoo 
curse. 

L udes Derival, father of 
the Gonavienne’s owner, 
insisted that magic was the 
cause of the catastrophe. 

“How could a boat get all 
this way across, arrive and 
then sink?” He asked. “It s 
magic. People were jealous 
because his boat was doinc 
so well." ~ 

Calypso Ferry representa- 
tives could not be reached 
for comment on the allega- 
tions. 

The steel-hulled, air-con- 
ditioned. three-level Gona- 
vienne was even equipped 
with televisions. The boat 
had begun carrying passen- 
gers in Haiti two weeks ago 
on a route mostly run by 
rickety wooden boats. 

U-S. navy salvage experts 
were on their way to assist 
in the recovery of an esti- 
mated 150 dead bodies still 
trapped in the sunken ferry 
Thursday, moving diving 
equipment and a Coast 


Guard cutter to the site. 

The team of 1 9 divers 
includes some who were 
involved, in the recovery 
efforts after the TWA Flight 
800 plane crash last year off 
Long Island, the United 
States. 

The recovery of bodies by 
U.N. personnel was ham- 
pered by a lack of equip- 
ment. The U.N. divers were 
able to recover some 54 bo- 
dies in the days after Mon- 
day's accident and about 
two dozen washed ashore. 

Several bodies have 
washed ashore since the 
U.N. scrapped its recovery 
mission Wednesday and 25 
were washed ashore just 
after the accident, bringing 
the body count to 86. 

Jemier Orijeune came 
from Miami, where he lives, 
after bearing his brother 
Roland was on the boat. 

“We came here today and 
I saw his body lying on the 
ground,” he said, trying to 
restrain his distraught moth- 
er. 


U.S. pledges 
to probe 
Cuba 

bombings :• 

WASHINGTON (R) -The 

United States • Thursday 
condemned a string afibys- 
tenons bombings in Gaha 
and renewed its readings to 
launch a serious probe into 
Havana’s claim that exile 
groups in Miami are behind 
the blasts. 

But State Department 
deputy spokesman, ■femes 
Foley reaffirmed Washing- 
ton's complaint that Cuba 
has so far refused to provide 
the United States with an 
official request or evidence 
that is a pre-requisite to: 
such a probe. 

“We deeply condemn any 
such action and we’re pre- 
pared to take a serious look 
and follow up any leads if 
the Cuban government acts 
seriously and turns in much 
information they have offi- 
cially and formally,” Mr. 
Foley told a news briefing. 

So far. the United States 
has only read press reports ■ 
on the bombings that have 
shaken Cuba, said Mr. 
Foley. 

“But that’s really not good 
enough, that’s not how gov- 
ernments communicate 
with each other, especially 
on matters involving law 
enforcement and inquiries 
into alleged terrorism inci- 
dents,” Mr. Foley said. 

Separately, Attorney Ge- 
neral Janet Reno told re- 
porters “what we have tried 
to do in each instance where 
there has been a bombing 
and there have been allega- 
tions, is to pursue tb£m 
appropriately.” She refused 
to elaborate but her com- 
ments seemed somewhat at 
odds with Mr. Foley. 

They spoke after Cuba 
said it was holding a former 
Salvadorean soldier who 
confessed to carrying out 
bomb attacks on the Com- 
munist-ruled island. Hava- 
na accused a Cuban exile 
group in Miami of being 
behind the bombings cam- 
paign. 

A Cuban Interior Ministry 
statement read on the TV 
news identified the man as 
Raul Ernesto Cruz Leon 
and said had entered the 
island as a tourist on Aug. 
31 from Guatemala. 

It described Mr. Cruz 
Leon as a “mercenary agent 
recruited abroad" and said 
his only motive had been 
financial. 

Mr. Cruz Leon is alleged 
to have confessed to planti- 
ng four bombs at die Copa- 
cabana, Chateau and Triton 
hotels and at the Bodeguica 
Del Medio restaurant in 
Havana last Thursday. An 
Italian businessman was 
killed in one of those blasts. 

Mr. Cruz Leon also con- 
fessed to two earlier similar 
bomb attacks at the Capri 
and Nacional hotels in Ha- 
vana on July 12, the state- 
ment said. Three people 
were hurt in those blasts. 

The attacks were part of a 
series in July and August an 
the tourism industry, Cuba's 
biggest hard currency earn- 
er. 

Cuba said the bombings 
were “the preparation and 
execution of an operation 
organised down to the last 
detail ... by a subversive jt 
structure subordinated to 
the so-called Cuban Amen- ( 
can National Foundation," , 
orCANF. 

CANF is a right-wing .■ 
Cuban exile group in Miami ^ 
fiercely opposed to Cuban : j 
President Fidel Castro. 
CANF has denied any role ^ 
in the bombings but its rep- f 
resentafives said lbs ^ 
supported actions in Cute 
that would end Mr. Castro s . J 
rule there. t 

Cuba said it repeat^ ^ 
advised U.S. authorities^ > 
plans by CANF and offlff v. 
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acting. w 

But Mr. Foley said/* 
shington is still awaiting^ 
response “to our 
requests for any 

or physical evidence 

port the Cuban 
meat's contention tba|£ 
based persons or 
financing are behi^L; 

^‘Vferffteraie our 
ment to mvestigsto®#^ 
information 

vided by the Cuban 5°^ 
ment.” j 


* lit ■‘Ti; l 

ft* 


''J ; 

“iv: P... 

J \ v - . . 



13 « 1997 


World News 


led- 





ngs 



Mi m arc >- 







and 



A Yes \es supporter throws his hands in the air as he listens to the results of the referendum come through in St. 
Brides Hall Edinburgh Friday (Reuter photo) 
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PANMUNJOM (AFP) — In 
a step to move closer to- 
wards the United States, 
North Korea Friday handed 
over the remains of a U.S. 
soldier, believed to have been 
killed in the 1950-53 Korean 
War, through the truce village 
of Panmunjom. 

The remains, in a simple 
aluminium coffin, were han- 
ded over by North Korean 
soldiers to a United Nations 
honour guard and draped 
with a U.N. flag at the end of 
a brief handover ceremony. 

At the southern side of the 
line, a prayer was read by an 
army chaplain. 

"North Koreans are trying 
to move closer to the United 
States, without South Korea 
involved" a South Korean 
government official, who 
declined to be named, told 
AFP. "It makes a threat say- 
ing Washington should return 
its defectors, but at the same 
rime it is trying to please the 
United States," he said. 

North Korea agreed in 
Beijing Thursday to hold 
bilateral meetings with the 
United Stales next week in 
New York. 

Pyongyang also said it 
would come to the prelimi- 
nary four-party talks in New 
York next week with China. 
South Korea and the United 
States, despite the defection 


of its top envoy to the United 
States late last month. 

North Korea, which has 
been technically at war with 
South Korea since the 1950- 
53 Korean War. also reported 
the handover. 

“(The remains) had been 
exhumed in the second joint 
search for U.S. remains, 
which took place in Unsan 
county. North Phyongan 
province, Korea from Au- 
gust 23 10 September 1 1 un- 
der the New York accord on 
May 14,” said the North Ko- 
rean Central News Agency. 

The remains are expected 
to be taken to the U.S. Army 
Central Identification Labo- 
ratory in Hawaii. 

This is the third successful 
mission by a U.S. -North 
Korean excavation team dur- 
ing a 20-day field operation 
in North Korea searching 
known banle sites for 
remains. 

During two previous trips, 
four sets of remains were 
repatriated. One set found in 
1996" was identified as those 
of a U.S. soldier, while three 
others are being analysed. 

The Pentagon said a U.S. 
archival team was allowed to 
see U.S. -related records at 
Pyongyang's military muse- 
um from August 2-9. and 
documents and photos found 
are being analy sed by the 


Pentagon's POW-MIA (pris- 
oner of war-missing in 
action ) office in Washington. 

The bodies of more than 
8,100 Americans who died in 
the Korean War have never 
been recovered. 

Last year. Communist 
North Korea for the first time 
gave U.S. Defence De-part- 
mem teams the green light to 
wort; on the ground with the 
North Korean People’s Army 
to help locate and recover 
bodies. 

The teams are the first U.S. 
soldiers io work on the 
ground in North Korea since 
the Korean War. Some 37.000 
U.S. troops are stationed in 
South Korea. The teams pay 
North Korea 108.000 dollars 
per mission, which covers the 
cost of transport. North 
Korean labour, fuel, food and 
a standby Medivac helicopter 
in case of accidents. 

Of some 140 sets of re- 
mains returned by the North 
from 1990 to 1993 only seven 
have been positively ’identi- 
fied. One other set found by 
the first U.S. ground mission 
was also positively identified. 

U.S. officials have said 
increasing contacts by the 
North with U.S. military and 
civilians are crucial to confi- 
dence-building measures, 
especially with the approach 
of the four-party peace talks. 


Hong Kong’s Tung sparks call 
for democracy referendum 


HONG KONG (R) — Hong 
Kong’s China-backed lea- 
der. Tung Chee-Hwa Friday- 
ignited demands for a refer- 
endum on the future of de- 
mocracy by claiming his 
slowdown in democratic 
development was the wish of 
the people. 

Mr. Tung has been in the 
United States this week 
defending his dilution of 
democracy to U.S. leaders 
and politicians. 

On Thursday he said his 
plan for a 10-year evolution 
of democracy reflected the 
aspirations of the people. 

“It’s up to the people in 
Hong Kong to decide what is 
important and what is neces- 
sary.” Mr. Tung said. 

His remarks, carried widely 
by Hong Kong media, 
prompted pro-democracy 
groups 10 challenge him to a 
referendum. 

"If he claims Hong Kong 
people want die electoral 
changes and do not want 
more democracy, then he 
should put it to the test. If he 
wins, we will be convinced.” 
said trade union boss. Lee 
Cheuk-Yan. leader of the 
pro-democracy Frontier 
Partv. 


Mr. Lee and Cheung Man- 
Kwone. a prominent member 
of the Popular Democ-ranc 
Party, dismissed Mr. Tung's 
claim that his plan to slash 
the electorate for so-called 
"functional consti-tuencies” 
from 2.7 million to 180,000 
had the community’s sup- 
port. 

“The best way is to give 
people a choice between full 
democracy and his electoral 
proposal is by putting it 10 a 
referendum." Mr. Lee told 
reporters. 

Mr. Cheung said Mr. 
Tung’s claim was absurd. 
"He" should pm it to a refer- 
endum to see whether Hong 
Kong people are willing to 
have their right to vote 
deprived." he said. 

China resumed sovereignty 
over the 156-year-old British 
colony on July 1 . The world’s 
busiest port and one of its 
richest cities. Hong Kong has - 
now become a special capi- 
talist region of China with 
extensive autonomy. The first 
post-colonial elections are 
scheduled for next May. 

Pro-democracy forces took 
70 per cent of the vote in 
1995 as the territory' of 6.4 
million people held its most 


democratic legislative elec- 
tions ever, under reforms 
now reversed by Mr. Tung on 
prompting from Beijing. 

A recent opinion poll 
showed a similar proportion 
of people still suppon de- 
mocracy. More than 70 per 
cent disagreed with Mr. 
Tung’s plan to replace indi- 
vidual votes with corporate 
votes, and opted for a “one 
man one vote” system. 

Speaking in New York. Mr. 
Tung also defended a contro- 
versial call for consideration 
of amendments to the 150- 
y ear-old international con- 
vention on human rights to 
take account of Asian values. 
"The voices of Asians need 
to be heard.” he said. 

The influential South Chi- 
na Morning Post said Mr. 
Tung failed to sway U-S. 
leaders on the validity of his 
election blueprint. 

One of its columns also 
criticised Mr. Tuna's habit of 
failing to answer questions 
when confronted by U.S. 
reporters. 

Mr. Tuna returns to Hong 
Kona Saturday. 


Bodies, wreck of chopper found off Norway 


OSLO (R) — Searchers using remote-con- 
trolled equipment have found several bod- 
ies and the wreck uf a Super Puma heli- 
copter which crashed off the Norwegian 
coj^i four days ago. Norwegian police said 
Friday. 

Anne Severinsen. spokeswoman for the 
Heigeland Police District, said the main 
body of the aircraft had become separated 
from the helicopter's tail. 

There was no information on whether any 
uf the helicopter's rotor blades had been 
found, although wreckage wa«» scattered 
over a wide area, she said. 

The French-built Super Puma AS -3.0 1 


went missing Monday with 10 passengers 
and two crew on board during a routine 
flight to (he Nome Oilfield. 200 kilometres 
off northern Norway. 

Two bodies and one rotor blade were 
recovered from the sea Monday. Norway’s 
air accident investigation board is examin- 
ing the blade for dues to the cause of the 
accident. 

The wreckage was found in 380 metres of 
water about 16 nautical miles east of Nome. 

Ms. Seven nsen said another two bodies 
had been retrieved from the location early 
Friday. 


Adams: 

Timing 

of IRA 

statement 

‘probably 

unfortunate’ 

BELFAST (AFP) — Sinn 
Fein President Gerry 
Adams said Friday the tim- 
ing of an IRA statement 
disputing principles of non- 
violence days ahead of 
next week's round-table 
peace talks was “probably 
unfortunate.” 

However, he told BBC 
radio that the full interview 
made public on Thursday 
was "broadly supportive” 
of Sinn Fein's search for a 
democratic settlement. 

Mr. Adams argued that 
the Irish Republican Ar- 
my’s (IRA) commitment to 
the peace process was man- 
ifested by its complete ces- 
sation of violence since the 
renewal of its ceasefire on 
July 20. 

In Thursday's interview 
with Sinn Fein's newspaper 
An Phoblacht/Repub-lican 
News, an IRA spokesman 
reaffirmed the organisation's 
position that decommission- 
ing terrorist arms ahead of a 
political settlement would be 
“tantamount to surrender.” 
The spokesman said the 
Republican organisation bad 
“problems” with parts of the 
Mitchell Principles — 
which include using democ- 
ratic and exclusively peace- 
ful means to re-sotve politi- 
cal issues and total disarma- 
ment of all paramilitary 
organisations. 

His statement — which is 
the first by an IRA 
spokesman since the Re-pub- 
lican ceasefire resumed — 
came two days after Sinn 
Fein agreed to the Mi-tchell 
Principles and thereby 
cleared the final hurdle to its 
entry to all-party talks 
Monday at Stormont Castle, 
outside Belfast. 

Mark Durkan, negotiator 
for the moderate Un-ionist 
Social Democratic and 
Labour Parry (SDLP), said 
the rRA’s statement of 
reservations about the 
Mitchell Principles was no 1 
surprise. 

He told the BBC: "It can- | 
not be surprising that they 
are saying they have prob- 
lems with some of the 
Mitchell Principles because 
their existence is entirely 

w 

contrary to the Mitchell 
Principles.” 

The IRA statement inc- 
reases pressure on leader of 
the Northern Ireland's main 
Ulster Unionist Par-ty 
leader. David Trimble who 
will decide after a meeting of 
his party executive Saturday 
whether to lead his party into 
Mon-day’s talks. 

Commenting on Thurs- 
day's statement, Mr. Trim- 
ble said: “It shows how thor- 
oughly dishonest an exercise 
this is, with people who we 
know are lea-ding members 
of the IRA turning up to 
endorse the Mitchell 
Principles last Tuesda) and 
then attempting to wriggle 
out from underneath them 
todav. It won't wash.” 
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Scots vote overwhelmingly 
for their own parliament 


EDINBURGH (R) — Scots 
voted three to one in favour 
of a British government plan 
to give them their own parlia- 
ment for the first time in near- 
ly 300 years. 

“A nation again,” declared 
the Scotsman newspaper’s 
front page headline Friday, 
after final results from voting 
in Thursday's referendum 
showed 743 per cent in 
favour of setting up a new 
parliament with 253 per cent 
against 

On a second ballot question 
of whether the parliament 
should be granted tax-vary- 
ing powers, 633 per cent 
were in favour and 363 per 
cent against. Two voting dis- 
tricts voted narrowly against 
the second proposal. 

“This is a great day for 
Scotland, one of die most 
important days in our coun- 
try’s long history. The people 
have seized die mo-ment,” 
said Scottish Secre-tary 
(Minister) Donald De-war, 
whose Labour government 
had made Scottish devolution 
central to its plans for consti- 
tutional re-form. 

As the results came in, 
Scots across -the country cele- 
brated at referendum parties. 


cheering and hugging each 
other and dancing Scottish 
Jigs. 

In the centre of Edtn-burgh, 
hundreds of people flocked to 
Calton Hill where a vigil 
demanding a Scottish parlia- 
ment has been held since 
1992, when a general elec- 
tion delivered a fourth con- 
secutive conservative govern- 
ment opposed to devolution. 

Voter turnout was 613 per 
cent, higher rhan many haH 
expected after campaigning 
for the referend um was sus- 
pended last week as a mark 
of respect following the death 
of Princess Diana. 

It was lower than in an ear- 
lier Scottish referendum in 
1979, when the majority in 
favour was too small for 
devolution to go ahead. 

The sense of history was 
heightened by the timing of 
the vote on the 700th anni- 
versary of die Battle of Stir- 
ling Bridge. Mien forces led 
by W illiam Wallace — 
“Braveheart” in the film star- 
ring Mel Gibson — routed 
the En glish. 

The hit film inspired a 
surge of Scottish nationalism 
last year which swelled the 
“yes” vote. 


Four million Scots were eli- 
gible to vote in the referen- 
dum. 

Scotland has been ruled 
from London since 1707, but 
has kept many of the charac- 
teristics of a separate ante 
with its own legal and educa- 
tion systems. 

Nevertheless, there have 
been increasing calls for 
more autonomy over the past 
two decades. 

Scotland is traditionally a 
Labour stronghold ami there 
was deep resentment during 
the Conservatives’ 18 years in 
power; which ended in May, 
that Scots were ruled by a 
government they did not 
elect 

“Iron lady” Margaret 
Thatcher was an especial 
hate-figure for Scots during 
the 1980s, when several of 
Scotland’s biggest companies 
folded and a haled “poll tax” 
was imposed a year before it 
was levied in England. 

At the May general election 
which swept Labour to 
power, foe Conservatives 
were left with no parliamen- 
tary seats representing Scot- 
tish constituencies. 

The new Scottish parlia- 
ment will be elected on the 


basis of proportional repre- 
sentation, unlike the first- 
past-the-post system used in 
elections to the London par- 
liament. 

This would benefit the 
Conservatives. According to 
an Nop poll for the BBC this 
week. Labour would win 51 
per cent of the vote in a 
Scottish election, the Scottish 
national party 24 per cent and 
the Conservatives 15 per 
cent. 

That would give labour 66 
seats in the 129- sear parlia- 
ment and die Conservatives 
IS seats. 

The parliament would have 
powers over education, 
health, die environment, agri- 
culture and die aits. 

The London parliament 
would retain control over 
Scotland’s defence, foreign 
and finan cial affairs and 
employment and welfare. 
The first elections to die par- 
liament are due in 1999. 

Wales will also vote in a 
referendum next week on 
whether to set up an assem- 
bly with fewer powers than 
the proposed Scottish one. 
Opinion polls point to an 
inconclusive result here. 


U.S. spacecraft swings into orbit around Mars 


PASADENA (R) — U.S. space engineers took a major step 
toward a possible future manned mission to Mars Thursday, 
blasting a tiny robotic craft into orbit around the red planet 
to map the surface for landing sites. 

Scientists with the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA) whooped with joy and cheered at 
the Jet Propulsion Laboratory as signals showed the Mars 
global surveyor bad emerged from behind tbe planet, indi- 
cating it was in orbit 

"I'm glad we’ve got a healthy spacecraft in Mars orbit” 
Flight Manager Joe Beerer told his team moments after sur- 
veyor sent confirmation of its position. 

The manoeuvre was the pivotal moment of a 10-month, 
435 million-mile voyage to Mars. If surveyor hadn’t been 
captured by the planet’s gravitational pull, the ship would 
have shot off into space, and the mission would have ended. 

Surveyor will spend the next four months aligning itself 
in a proper orbit above Mars — a process called aerobrak- 
ing — before starting its two-year research task. 

“This is all just.about the most wonderful thing I can 
think of,” Project Manager Glenn Cunningham told a news 
conference. "(But) the real work is yet to come ? 

At 9:31 p.m. EDT, scientists had begun an engine bum to 


slow Surveyor down and allow the craft to be captured by 
Mars, a process that took 22 minutes. During that time, die 
tiny robotic ship passed behind Mars and over the planet’s 
north pole, cutting off communication with earth for 14 
minutes. 

Scientists said the craft performed flawlessly during the 
manoeuvre. 

“We couldn’t be more pleased,” Mr. C unningham said. 
“We just couldn’t have asked for more” 

Surveyor is designed to circle Mars for two years, making 
a topographic map of the surface and searching for good 
spots to land future, maimed missions to the planet. 

Unlike the Pathfinder rover, which has been rolling across 
the rocky Martian terrain since July 4, Surveyor will also 
provide scientists with an understanding of tbe planet’s cli- 
mate and weather patterns. 

Eventually the S14S million craft will produce a detailed 
topographic map of die entire planet, a tool scientists will 
use in choosing landing sites or research prospects for 
future missions. 

Surveyor will also examine the terrain for evidence of 
water and conditions that could have supported life in the 
past 
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Timely intervention 
for peace 


IN UPCOMING talks with visiting UJ5. 
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright, the 
Jordanian leadership will reaffirm this 
country’s commitment to peace-making 
and peace-building and its readiness to do 
whatever we can to reach a comprehensive 
and lasting settlement between all Arabs 
and the Israelis. Jordan, we are sure, will 
listen attentively to what the secretary win 
tell us about her talks with regional leaders 
and to her analysis of the situation in gen- 
eral. 

His Majesty King Hussein, and other 
Arab leaders, have consistently caUed for 
an active American role in reviving the 
peace negotiations, and the secretary of 
state win no doubt hear from the 
Jordanian leadership expressions of full 
support for ber current mission. But Ms. 
Albright win also hear the same message 
that she will have heard from President 
Mubarak and Chairman Arafat It is that 
Israel’s security concerns, while vital to 
advancing the cause of peace, they are not 
exclusive to one party over another. Peace 
and security must go hand-in-hand, if a fan- 
settlement is to be reached. 

The secretary of state wiU certainly hear 
how important it is for Jordan to see 
progress on the Palestinian track, and how 
equally important it is to restart peace talks 
with Syria and Lebanon. 

Further procrastination and delay by the 
Israeli government are life-threatening not 
only to the Arabs, especially the 
Palestinians, but also to Israel itself. 
Jordan, therefore, would welcome a more 
assertive U.S. role, something that is com- 
mensurate with the statements the secre- 
tary of state made in Israel during her visit 
there. Chairman Arafat is not the only 
leader who should live up to the commit- 
ments he made under Oslo agreements, the 
Israeli prime minister also should respect 
and implement his country’s commitments. 
Mr. Netanyahu cannot hope for the demise 
of Oslo accords while he demands that Mr. 
Arafat abide by them. 

While we see positive results emerging 
from Ms. Albright’s visit, we can only hope 
that in the weeks and months ahead our 
American friends will step up the effort 
first to put the peace process back on track 
and then see it through to its successful end. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Arab A1 Yawm said the U.S. 
Secretary of Stale Madeleine Albright ought to make 
Israel return to the basic principles of the peace process, 
the Oslo accord and the Madrid conference if she seeks 
to rebuild confidence between the Israelis and the 
Arabs and revive the sralled Middle East peace process. 
Taher Adwan said since the moment the U.S., which is 
sponsoring the peace process, abandoned its political 
and economic commitments to the region, nothing has 
been achieved and the exchange of land for peace did 
not materialise. While Washington abandoned its role 
as a partner in the peace-making process. Israel has 
been exploiting the situation by consolidating its hold 
on the occupied territories, disregarding the Oslo 
accord while seeking to ’normalise its relations with the 
Arab countries, noted the writer. Reviving peace talks 
between the parties to the peace process can by no 
means come through empty promises and lip service 
but Lhrough practical steps designed to end the occupa- 
tion and the aggression, said the writer. If Ms. Albright 
seeks only security for Israel, without tackling the basic 
issue ot occupation, said the writer, her mission would 
end in nought and the Oslo accord, and perhaps the 
whole peace process, will be dead. 


A WRITER for A1 Dustour said that the leaders of 
Egypt. Jordan and Palestine, who held a mini-summit 
in Cairo, sought to reassert the Arab side's views vis-k- 
vis the peace process, to prepare a unified stand to pre- 
sent to the U.S. secretary of state and back the 
Palestinian people's endeavours to reach a final peace 
agreement with Israel. Oreib Rintawi said that if the 
Palestinian-Israeli negotiations are to be resumed after 
Madeleine Albright's visit, the Palestinian side will be 
in dire need for backing from the Arab states in the face 
of Israel’s intransigent position and adamant stands. 
The writer said that the Palestinians are also in need to 
fight off enemies who are bent on creating obstacles in 
the path of peace through various means, and these 
include the Israeli extremists who seem to be deter- 
mined to undermine all peace efforts. In the coming 
round of negotiations, said the writer, the Palestinian 
leadership is expected to fall under heavy American 
pressure and more adamant Israeli stands and it will be 
looking to the Arab states for help and for advice. The 
Cairo summit, said the writer, was timely and of para- 
mount importance at this crucial stage. 



Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa KeQani 


‘Israeli recognition of the Palestinian rights 


is the key to the stalemate in the peace process’ 


THE CONFLICTING statements made by Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat and U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright 
over the week, coupled with Israel’s refusal to ease its harsh Trea- 
sures against the captive Palestinian population in the West Bank 
and Gaza, have set die stage for Albright’s arrival. 

The only silver lining, if one opts to see it as such, was the 
Israeli media's assertion that Israel and Syria were dose to an 
agreement on trams for resuming their stalled peace talks. But 
then, how silvery could that be (even if those reports are true) 
when the Palestinian cause — the very owe of the Arab-Israeli 
conflict — remains suppressed under the military thumb of 
Israel? 

Israeli Prime Minister Benyamm Netanyahu appeared to have 
sensed that moving towards unblocking the Syrian track of nego- 
tiations could be Ms way out of the mess in Lebanon, as well as 
a means to reduce the pressure on Mm on the Palestinian trade. 
While we welcome any Israeli move to make peace with Syria 
on Me basis of the restoration of the legitimate territorial rights of 
the Syrians, we should also caution Netanyahu and his likes that 
his manoeuvrings are not really going to get him anywhere in real 
terms; that is, if indeed Ms objective to ensure the “security for 
die people of Israel” is die basis for peace with the Arabs. 

Netanyahu could not fool anyone that he is genuinely seeking 


peace wnb Syria; his main motivation here is to avert what many 

political pundits predict as another Israeli -Syrian war if .the 
already high tension over Lebanon continues to mount By the 
same- token, Ms. Albright, convinced as she publicly appears to 
be of the seriousness of the Israeli-Palestinian deadlock, could 
also be looking for something to show for during her first trip to 
the Middle East at the helm of the American diplomacy. And this 
could come in the form of signs of a breakthrough in the Syrian- 
Israeli track. That is how it appears on the surface from our van- 
tage point in Amman, at this juncture. 

But let us not overtook that Ms. Albright could indeed be car- 
rying new ideas to lift the logjam on the Israeli -Palestinian track 
despite her strong insistence that President Arafat and the entire 
Palestinian nation fight “terrorism.” 

We could come up with very strong arguments against Ms. 
Albright's public contention that Palestinian “tenor” was behind 
the deadlock in the peace process and even try to convince her 
dial land’s refusal to abide by its agreements is the root cause of 
the problem. But these arguments are well known and, to a large 
extent privately accepted by members of the Clinton administra- 
tion. 

However, a word of “caution” should be worthwhile here: 
Every inch of pressure that the U.S., Israel or anyone else applies 


on President Arafat and the Palestinian National Authority (PN^) 
to crack down any further on Palestinian hardliners will only fur- 
ther undermine prospects, or whatever is left of them, for an 
Israeli-Palestinian peace settlement that will hold. 

Where is the logic in asking die leader of a freedom snuggle tn 
punish the Palestinian people — who has borne the brunt of 
Israel's harsh military machinery and who is convinced, support- 
ed by Israel’s own actions, that no good is going to come out of 
negotiations based on the Oslo agreements — if only because 
Israel itself is challenging the validity of those accords? 

The onus indeed is on Jordan. But I fail to see how Jordan, 
which has been playing a very strong, behind-the-scene. role in 
trying to convince Israel that an Israeli recognition of fog 
Palestinian rights is tbs key to the stalemate in die peace process, 
could really help break the stalemate resulting from die immatu- 
rity of Israeli politicians and leaders. 

Ms. Albright, as the senior diplomat of one of Jordan's 
strongest friends and supporters, is welcome to Jordan, but she 
should not try to twist the Jordanian arm into cornering the 
Palestinians further Any such manoeuvrings will only ram the 
Palestinians against the wall and create more of the same mould 
of Palestinians who have been blowing themselves up to send to 
Israel a resounding reaffirmation of their rights. 




m 


fea chinS 
<ma® eS cou,< 


f made pm 


Rft'k 1, 


ir a * 






%■■■ 


-at-. • t 

.*fci && 

’V * 

* ■**" t 
>,1 






As long as hatred, bigotry and ignorance of each other govern relations 
between Israelis and Palestinians, there will not be true peace 


l 


By David Kimche 


The writer is a former director- 
general of the Foreign Ministry 
and chairman of the Israel 
Council of Foreign Relations. 
His article is reprinted from the 
Israeli English language news- 
paper The Jerusalem Post 


THE ALBRIGHT visit is upon 
us, hard in die wake of die most 
traumatic weekends this country 
experienced in many a year 
Albright will undoubtedly have 
been fully briefed on the mood 
existing here. She will have been 
told about die war of words that 
has engulfed this country regard- 
ing the most basic questions 
affecting our future: withdrawal 
from Lebanon, the Oslo 

Accords, negotiations with 
Syria. 

The discord is not only 
between government and oppo- 
sition: Peres criticises Barak, 
Barak berates Beilin, while gov- 
ernment ministers are at logger- 
beads ova- the Lebanese ques- 
tion and over Oslo — one minis- 
ter claims tbe Oslo accords are 


dead, another, David Levy, 
warns that be will hot remain in 
a government that allows Oslo to 
become redundant A third min- 
ister; Avigdor Kahalam, voices 
his fears that Israel might be at 
war by the end of 1998, while. at 
tbe same tune, tbe prime minis- 
ter assures us that by the end of 
Ms present term in office we 
will, indeed, be blessed with 
both peace and security. 

Confusing? No wonder so 
many people would like to see 
Albright swoop down in a mix- 
ture of Mighty Mouse, Batman, 
and a modem day Messiah, in 
order to bring to our region, at 
the very least a return to sanity. 

Albright, however, is no mira- 
cle maker The gulf between the 
contending parties cannot be 
bridged in a “quickie" visit In 
order to get the peace process 
back on track, an enormous 
amount of patience and hand 
work, as weD as not a little arm- 
twisting must be tbe order of the 
day for Albright and her team, 
and the visit this week must be 
seen as tbe opening gambit of a 
long, renewed effort, and not an 


raid in itself. 

In all the disarray aod confu- 
sion which so characterises the 
political scene in Israel today, die 
one hard bedrock on which 
future policy has to be fashioned 
is die much reviled Oslo agree- 
ment- Ministers and rabbis may 
denounce it Women in Green 
may become hysterical over it 
but it is still the one beacon 
which must guide our future 
relation with Palestinians. 


woe die best that could have 
been achieved. 

Moreover; before the death of 
Oslo is officially pronounced, 
tbe alternatives to Oslo must be 
examined. A return to the intifa- 
da? A multiplication of tenorist 
acts? A return to hostility with 
Egypt and possibly Jordan? An 
end to hope and a victory for 
despair? 

Albright wiU no doubt exam- 
ine the alternatives very carefuL 


Netanyahu will be hard put to 
continue collective punishment 
or to procrastinate on further 
stages of withdrawal The 
Americans will insist on a plan 
of action that will enable a mea- 
sure of mutual confidence to be 
restored. Their insistence will 
test both Arafat’s and 
Netanyahu’s true intentions and 
maybe the people of Israel may 
yet get to know where our gov- 
ernment is really hearting. 


could also help solve the impos- 
sible south Lebanese situation, 
and would serve the interests of 
the Americans for whom Syria is 
more im p ortant than tbe 
Palestinians. 

Tbe prime minister's religious 
and right-wing electorate would 
accept compromise on tbe 
Golan more easily than in Judea 
and Samaria; his objective of 
reeJection would suffer less from 


I 


‘In all the disarray and confusion which so characterises the polit- 
ical scene in Israel today ; die one hard bedrock on which future pol- 
icy has to be fashioned is die much reviled Oslo agreement 
Ministers and rabbis may denounce it, Women in Green may 
become hysterical over it but it is still the one beacon which must 
guide our future relation with Palestinians ” 


coming to terms with the Syrians J 
than with tbe Palestinians. ' 


The agreement may not be 
perfect but given the immensely 
complex situation which had 
existed between land and the 
Palestinians before Ron Pundak 
and Yair Hrrshfeld initialed the 
Oslo talks, tbe Oslo accords 


ly during bo- visit here. Her con- 
clusion will be thar the Oslo 
accords will have to' be imple- 
mented. Arafat wiU not be able 
to wriggle out of taking drastic 
action against Hamas and the 
Islamic J ihad infrastructure; 


Albright win also be visiting 
Damascus. Rumors abound in 
Israd that Netanyahu may prove 
more flexible on tbe Syrian 
front, in order to show that be 
really is moving towards peace. 
Flexibility with tbe Syrians 


For all these reasons, we may 
yet see a sudden flurry of politi- 
cal activity on die Syrian front, 
and in much tbe same way that 
tbe Begin government was will- 
ing to sacrifice Sinai in order to 
uphold its position in Judea and 
Samaria, our present govern- 
ment might do tbe same with 
regards to tbe Golan. 

Yet in tbe long run it is with the 
Pales tinians that we have to live. 
As long as hatred, bigotry and 
ignorance of each other govern 
relations between Israelis and 
Palestinians, there will not be 
true peace in die Holy Land. 
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THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Dailies urge Albright to make 
U.S. real partner in peace process 


REVIEWED BY 
ELIANASRALLAH 


THE LOCAL dailies last week 
gave prominence to UJS. 
Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright's current mission in the 
Middle East and prospects for 
ending the stalled peace process. 
Tbe papers also discussed the sit- 
uation in the occupied Arab ton- 
tories following the bomb attacks 
and tbe failed Israeli military 
adventure in Lebanon, as weD as 
domestic affairs. 

Discussing Ms. Albright’s mis- 
sion, Thher Adwan, a writer for 
A 1 Arab A1 Yawm, said that die 
Arabs do not expea from the 
U.S. secretary to transform tbe 
Israeli premier, Benyamm 
Netanyahu, into a dove 
overnight, but at least she might 

make h im nnHwftmH rfy fanial 


situation in tbe region and urge 
tbe American administration to 
adopt a balanced atitude to pro- 
tect the peace process and 
America’s interests in this region. 

Ms. Albright is called upon to 
go down to the streets of Gaza 
and tbe West Bank and examine 
the consequences of the Israel- 
imposed blockade on the 
Palestinians who are in despair 
arrifinstr^crrer\\^shmgton's 
Mure to play the role of a real 
partner in die peace making 
process, said the writer. 

He said tbe Arabs expect die 
US. to ploy the role of a real 
peace broker, by deed rather than 
wad, not only to reestablish 
security and peace for the Arabs 
and the Israelis tut also to protect 
its own interests and credibility. 

According to Ibrahim Ahsl a 
writer for A1 Ra’i, the US. has a 
major dance to bring about 
peace in die region despite the 
serious devdopraenis over the 
past few months. 

The United States should 
return to die root causes of the 
Palestinian-Israeli conflict and 
the Arab-Israeli dispute and work 
towards a final settlement dm 


would end the Israeli occupation 
of Arab lands, called the writer 

He said the Palestinian resis- 
tance activities, which were 
described by tbe Israelis as ter- 
rorist attacks, are nothing but a 
natural reaction to die continued 
repression inflicted on the 
Palestinians. 

What the Arabs expea the 
UJS. secretary to da be said, is 
not to deal with tbe symptoms of 
tbe problem but rather to address 
the root causes of the whole issue 
and end the conflict through die 
exchange of land for peace. 

Tbe fact tbai Madeleine 
Albright visits the Middle East to 
help the Pales tinians and the 
Israelis resume peace negotia- 
tions is an adrierement in itself, 
said Sultan Hattab, a writer for Al 
Ra’i. 

No one can deny that Me 
Netanyahu is currently facing 
pressure from all sides to resume 

tbe peace talks with tbe 

Palestinians .*wl implement tbe 
Oslo acoocds, but Ms. Albright in 
tbe region, urging tbe two sides 
to resume talks, is something 
which is welcomed by the Arabs 
and resented by tbe Israeli gov- 
ernment which considers it as 
some krod of pressure, said the 
writer 

The Arab parties involved in 
the Middle East peace process, 
said tbe writer, have prepared 
their homework, have adopted a 
common stand in their dealing 
with Ms. Albright and have reaf- 
firmed to die whole world their 
determinanon to support peace. 


the internal differences but also 
to confront the common chal- 
lenge represented in Israel's 
aggressive, expansionist policies 
in die Arab region. 

Mahmoud Rimawi said that 
tbe tripartite summit held in 
Cairo last week by the leadere of 
Egypt, Jordan " and Palestine 
should encourage the other Arab 
leaders to come together and dfis- 


measures, its demolition of Arab 
homes and its repressive acts 
against the Palestinians, the 
Arabs have opted for peace with 
Israel nosed tbe writer who said 
the Ards have paved the ground 
for Ms. Albright to exercise some 
pressure on Israel so that peace 
can be achieved. 

A writer for Al Ra'i called on 
the Arab leaders to convene a 
s umm it meeting not only to end 


cuss common issues and protect 
common interests. 

An Arab summit is needed 
now in order to reaffirm the Arab 
Nation’s commitment to imple- 
menting previous summit resolu- 
tions th3t called on Arab states to 
refrain from normalising their 
relations with Israd until it con- 
forms to the requirements of 
peace, said the writer. 

In light of Israel's policies and 
its disregard for all peace 
accords, said the writer, one can 
only hope that the Arab leaders 
will lake positive moves in sup- 
port of the Palestinian people and 
to ensure the end of tbe Israeli 
occupation of Arab territories. 

Oreib Rintawi, a writer for Al 
Dustour, said Me Netanyahu is 
doubly indebted to foe extremists 
on tbe Arab side who also helped 
strengthen the position of the 
extremists within IsraeL 

Those who earned out tbe sui- 
cide attack s inside Israd have 
given Ml Netanyahu a gokkn 
chance to rally tbe Israeli extrem- 
ists behind him at a time when 
tbe Israeli government was com- 
ing under pressure to resume 
peace talks with the Palestinians. 

Describing the recent suidde 
attacks as a “suspect act” in 
favour of Mr. Netanyahu, tbe 
writer said that the attacks 
occurred i just at foe moment 
when Israel was about to resume 
talks with foe Palestine National 
Authority and when Mir. Arafat 
had reached an agreement with 
foe Islamists groups to prevea a 

civil conflict in Palestinian terri- 
tories. 


LETTERS 


Rescuing peace process 


Following is an open letter to Secretary of 
Stale Madeleine Albright, endorsed by 20 
Arab American organisations: 


DESPITE DEEP frustration and disappoint- 
ment, we. the undersigned, representing 
Arab American communities nationwide, 
continue to support the peace process begun 
at Madrid. We believe that only through a 
negotiating process, based on land for peace 
and mutual recognition of rights, can the 
parties to tbe Middle East conflict achieve a 
just, lasting and comprehensive peace. 

We commend you for proceeding with 
your trip to the region in pursuit of peace 
despite the tragic bombings in Jerusalem 
last week. Furthermore, we commend you 
for travelling throughout the entire region, 
thus giving equal weight to all tracks of the 
peace process. 

Just as last week's violence must not be 
allowed to derail the process, unilateral 
actions by the parties cannot be allowed to 
do the same. There is, in this breakdown in 
the peace process, danger not only to the 
parties in the region but to U.S. interests as 
welL If the U.S. is to be able to play a role in 
restoring trust between the parties to the 
Middle East conflict, it is imperative that we 
retain the confidence of all sides. 

To do this we urge you to take tbe follow- 
ing steps as part of your mission to advance 
the peace process: 

• Insist that cooperation and' partnership 
are essential at all levels. As both you and 
President Clinton have affirmed, the peace 
process is a two-way street Existing agree- 
ments between the parties must be honoured 
and implemented and no party can take uni- 
lateral acts without causing a breakdown in 
trust and confidence. 

— insist that the Israelis stop all settlement 
construction and land confiscation, especial- 
ly the highly inflammatory settlement on 
Jabal Abu Ghneim. The issue of Jerusalem 
must be left for final status negotiations; 

— insist that the Israeli government stop 
all unilateral and unjust actions which 
threaten the livelihood of the Palestinian 
people; 

proceed with negotiations on the port 
and airport for Gaza, the safe passage 
between Gaza and the West Bank, and foe 
rcraaimng agreed upon Israeli withdrawals 
in the West Bank and the devastating effect 
of closures; 1 6 

— take immediate measures to improve 
the daily life of the Palestinian peX^ 
^they, too, may reap the benefits of 

• Insist that the Israeli government respect 


the citizenship and rights of Palestinian 
Americans in the region, 

• Bolster U.S. support for the legitimacy of 
the Palestinian National Authority (PNAj 
by convening a meeting of die U.S.- 
Palestinian commissioa 

• Prepare the way for U.S. recognition of 
the Palestinian right to self-determination 
and statehood. 

• Make clear that the U.S. remains com- 
mitted to the principle of I and- for- peace as 
the basis for Israeli-Syrian negotiations and 
reaffirm U.S. commitment to UN. resolu- 
tions 242 and 33S. 

• Make efforts to end hostility in southern 
Lebanon and to stop it from escalating out 
of control. We urge you to reiterate 
President Clinton’s April 24, 1996, support 
for UN. Security Council Resolution 425 
which calls for the unconditional withdraw- 
al of Israeli forces from the south of 
Lebanon and restate long-standing U.S. sup- 
port for full implementation of he Taif 
accord and U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 520. 

• Include Lebanon in all future peace talks. 

Again, we commend you on. your com- 
mitment to the peace process, particularly in 
the face of increasing pressure from Capitol 
Hill’s opponents of a just and balanced 
peace. We wish you a successful trip and 
look forward to your leadersMp in rescuing 
tbe process upon your return. 
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Arab American Institute; 
American Muslim Council; 
American Task Force for Lebanon: 
American Federation of RamaBahi 
Palestine; 

Arab American League of Voters, NJj 
Arab American Communfiy a®* 
Cultural Centre, Houston 
Adonese American Community 
Centra 

Arab Community Centre ft* 
Economic and Social Services; 
Arab Americans of Central Ojnp» 
Yemeni American AssocW^ 
National Ar ab American Badness 
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Palestine American CoflgT^ 
Chaldean Federation of 

Arab Women’s Coc®^ 
Lebanese American Athletic uw* 
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Teaching foreign Western media coverage of the events in the region 

languages could be fun ° ° 

if made practical should be countered m a free and credible Arab press 


By Richard Tanner 

LEARNING A language 
involves four skills; listening 
and speaking, reading and 
writing. Teaching a foreign 
language should include all 
four. However, at the gram- 
mar school where I learnt 
French, it was mostly reading 
and writing; true, we chanted 
our numerals and days of the 
week in unison, conjugated 
our irregular verbs together 
and declined our nouns, even 
did the weekly “petit dictee" 
but f came away with a good 
GCE pass, able to read a 
newspaper or write a simple 
letter, but unable to make 
myself understood by French 
speakers. 

In fact, while camping in 
France and Quebec, 1 would 
send my wife to find infor- 
mation or buy things as she, 
without hang-ups about tens- 
es and genders which left me 
stuttering in embarrassment, 
could ask the way and come 
up with the goods. Formally 
trained, I could not communi- 
cate; my wife and children 
could. 

Most taxi drivers in 
Amman are like that; they lis- 
ten. practise whatever vocab- 
ulary they pick up and easily 
find out my name, nationali- 
ty. number of children, job 
>■6015 in Jordan and whether I 
like it here. Tourist shopkeep- 
ers and young guides have 
become more proficient ami 
when asked where they learnt 
English, usually deny any 
school learning; “from the 
(ranges" is the most common 
answer. My grandchildren, 
using even fewer words, usu- 
al ly ger their way and they are 
barely two. 

So what can school leam 
from this? That to become 
bilingual, it is best to start 
early. Children can leant their 
mother tongue between the 
ages of one and six, and a sec- 
ond or third language at the 
same time. If Jordan* wants to 
become the Hong Kong or 
Singapore of the eastern 
Mediterranean, it should start 
teaching its infants English. 
French. Russian or any other 
language, together with Ara- 
bic. There are plenty' of for- 
eign native speakers to make 
use of. so Momessori or sim- 
ilar natural play-way meth- 
ods can be used in families, 
play groups and kinder- 
gartens. If the youngsters 
have to wait until senior 
school, then all is still not lost, 
as similar practical methods 
can leach communication. 

In my fairiy rough, inner- 
city senior school in England, 
all the eleven year olds had to 
leam French: some switched 
to German or Spanish at 12, 
and almost all hated foreign 
language learning. We had 
expensive language laborato- 
ries wrecked, teachers disillu- 
sioned and truly abysmal 
exam results. 

As a principal. I was lucky 
enough to recruit a young 
woman and was surprised 
when she requested hard- 
board and nails to teach 
French. Was she going to nail 
the children to their seats. I 
wondered? She sweet-talked 
the crafts department into 
producing a shop front with 
counter and the rest of us into 
bringing cartons and packets, 
jars and coins back from our 
holiday s in France. In no 
time. Patricia had her classes 
\ying to be shopkeeper or 
assistant, or the shopper com- 
ing up to greet them and pur- 
chase necessary supplies, 
with the rest of the class 
checking answers and wait- 
ing their turn to improve their 
spoken French. .After one 
semester, they not only knew 
as many food nouns as I did, 
they were able to use them in 
cunt ovation. When I accom- 
panied them to Normandy at 
the end of their first year — 
another innovation — they 
took my wife's place with 
confidence and ordered all 
my needs. Of course, they 
learned to read and write 
words and sentences but they 
learned faster as the sequenc- 
ing was natural. Of course it 
was noisier and more 
demanding on the teacher, 
but also more rewarding get- 
ting good results without dis- 
cipline problems. 

During their second year, 
the children enjoyed other 
activities — working in pairs, 
facing each other across a 


desk to play a variety of 
“roles" and games, sitting on 
mats to tell their group stories ' 
and answer questions, with 
the teaching migrating 
between groups, p ulling the 
mats together to listen to 
Patricia telling a story or a 
visitor talking. Lessons 
would begin and end with 
mats together for instructions 
and feedback, with every- 
thing in French throughout 
every lesson. The french 
assistant, a third-year under- 
graduate from France work- 
ing part-time in school to earn 
money and improve her Eng- 
lish, instead of taking small 
groups out of class for con- 
versation, was part of the 
team providing an extra pair 
of ears plus up-to-date collo- 
quialisms. 

We pulled out the language 
labs — 20 stations for a class 
of 35 never worked even 
when all the stations did, 
which never was the case, 
and having children hide 
behind screens to talk to the 
teacher was more of a good 
than a practical idea — keep- 
ing the tapes and headsets for 
individual and small group 
work. We bought more flexi- 
ble furniture and carpets, 
encouraging other staff to use 
them in varied ways, using 
Patricia as a model. Everyone 
enjoyed going into her room 
because, together with a 
smile, we usually got some- 
thing to eat or drink (from the 
shop; if we asked “en 
frangais." And isn’t this bow 
parents teach their young- 
sters? 

Family methods could go a 
stage further, for older stu- 
dents could act like big broth- 
ers and sisters, improving 
language skills of both teach- 
ers and learners. 

Of course it wasn’t all 
“fun.” Though practical, 
Patricia was also a traditional 
teacher. Children had their 
weekly spelling lists checked, 
attempted comprehension for 
dieir textbooks, wrote their 
dictation exercises and read 
books. Her French assistants 
were invaluable, supporting 
group activities and engaging 
in more advanced conversa- 
tion. explaining errors and 
helping to ensure these were 
not repeated. Isn't this some- 
thing for our university stu- 
dents to do, helping young- 
sters and learning from gifted 
teachers at the same time? 

Undoubtedly our English 
as a Second Language pro- 
grammes can be improved, 
first, decisions should be 
made about the age at which 
English should be started. 
Teachers should be encour- 
aged to develop practical 
approaches, probably by 
working with a master- 
teacher. then be encouraged 
to apply new techniques in 
their own classroom. 

Administrators will have to 
encourage teachers to take 
risks, to understand non- 
di clactic methods. Extra help 
from student “assistants" 
should be organised on a reg- 
ular basis, both to aid teachers 
and children and to spread the 
new practical methods across 
a new generation of parents 
and teachers. 

More practical and interest- 
ing textbooks, based on the 
best American or English 
schemes of work, should be 
put together, sequenced and 
supported with enrichment 
materials: games and activi- 
ties. tapes and videos — a 
JTV version of Sesame Street 
perhaps — and libraries 
siocked with good children’s 
books. 

Parents should be advised 
about the new methods and 
materials: perhaps they could 
visit not only to see lessons 
in operation but to participate 
— Patricia taught three par- 
ents within her GCSE and 
claimed that their levels of 
motivation inspired the rest of 
the class, and I was certainly 
amused to wander in when 
practising “Quel age avez 
vousT to hear "J’ai quinze 
arts: quatorze ans; quinze ans: 
quarante et un ans." 

Perhaps, with illiteracy' 
rates among women in south 
Jordan above 30 per cent, 
there is another message here. 

The writer, an ex-principal of 
a British school is currently 
teaching at the Baccalaure- 
ate School in Amman. 


By Lamis Andom 

WHEN THE US.-led coali- 
tion shelled AJ Ameriya shelter 
in Baghdad on Feb. 15, 1991. 
there were very few Western 
journalists in the Iraqi capital. 
But three days later . a convoy 
entered Iraq and the shelter that 
was still filled with the stench 
of burned human flesh was its 
first destination. 

However. very tittle 

appeared in the American press 

and media in terms of derailing 
the human suffering of the rel- 
atives of more than one thou- 
sand victims who burned to 
death or of investigative reports 
checking the Pentagon claims 
thar the shelter was used for 
military purpose and conse- 
quently was a legitimate mili- 
tary target 

The only such reports 
appeared in a British publica- 
tion. namely the Independent 
or in some French, German 
and Swedish publications who 
dared to challenge, through 
eyewitness testimonies and 
investigative repotting, the 
Pentagon allegations. 

As one of those who where 
in Baghdad, this journalist 
tried, as others did, to at least 
convey the human tragedy and 
pain thar Al Ameriya neighbor- 
hood, where many lost their 
whole families in one Wow, 
suffered; it was to no avail The 
story was spiked while other 
publications showed no inter- 
est in the idea. Most of the 
American organisations were 
reluctant to challenge the Pen- 
tagon and its powoful propa- 
ganda machine. 

The Ameriya bombing is a 
stark example of die failure of 
the American media, in spite of 
their high level of professional- 
ism, to provide a really 
independent coverage that dots 
not conform to the US. foreign 
policy in the Arab World. 
However, it is not the only 
example for, time and again 
the American media had 
unwittingly contributed to foe 
dehumanisation of the people 
in the region. 

Extensive coverage and even 
dramatisation of tragic events, 
whether natural disasters, 
atrocities or ‘Terrorist attacks”, 
are some of the features of the 
American media; in addition to 
detailed reporting, human 
interest stories about survivors 
and victims fill pages of the 
mainstream press while har- 
rowing pictures are splashed on 
television screens touching the 
audience’s hearts and minds. 

However, as the Ameriya 
coverage indicates, this is not 
necessary the case when the 
tragedy involves Arab victims, 
and especially if the party 
responsible is foe US. or Israel 
its closest ally in foe region. 
This feature of the American 
media coverage is perhaps one 
of foe most striking examples 

— definitely with exceptions 

— of foe American media fail- 
ure to be an honest witness to 
historical developments in the 
Arab region when the accounts 
rim against foe US. vision and 
objectives. 

There is doubtlessly no lack 
of professional American cor- 
respondents in the region, and 
most are ready to rake risks 
venturing into dangerous situa- 
tions. Hence, this failure is due 
to the approach of news organ- 
isations to the Middle East and 
its people rather than to profes- 
sional incompetence. 

The American media have 
established and accumulated 
long-standing traditions of 
objectivity and thoroughness. 
Bui these often do not bold 
when foe American view’ of the 
world and of its own role is 
directly challenged. 

That is not to say that Ameri- 
can correspondents deliberate- 
ly distort facts; it has more to 
do with foe context provided 
for the news and the selectivity 
of facts and issues reported. 
Sure enough, many correspon- 
dents display impressive 
courage during war situations, 
but in the final analysis, it is the 
context of the coverage foal 
influences the way facts are 
perceived by the general pub- 
lic. 

The case of foe Ameriya 
shelter is an extreme case, in 
that even the facts regarding 
foe human implications of foe 
bombing were under-reported 
— wiih very few exceptions 
that fell shat of an investiga- 
tion of foe Pentagon claims. 

Sure, foe implications of foe 
international embargo against 


Iraq are covered now and then, 
but there is rarely reporting that 
questions the objectives of foe 
US.-led sanctions — ai best it 
focuses on whether the sanc- 
tions are working or not The 
rationale itself is often accepted 

and is rarely questioned in the 
US. press. In general howev- 
er, tbe human face of Arab suf- 
fering, either as a result of 
Western sanctions or Israeli 
occupation, does not c o mp are 
with the coverage of Israeli 
pain or stories of ordeals of 
Western individuals, be they 
hostages or victims of ‘Terrorist 
attack s” 

The definition of ‘Terrorism “ 
is another indicator; in itself, of 
how foe media conform to the 
government foreign policy 
guidelines. Attacks or acts of 
violence are mostly labelled as 
terrorist if and when tbe US. 
government describes tbem as 
such. Of course foe American 
media organisations do not 
have to wait for the govern- 
ments to issue directives nor do 
they receive any such instruc- 
tions. But there is a general 
assumption, ingrained in tbe 
predominant political culture 
and mainly consistent with tbe 
government views and what is 
seen as American interests, that 
news organisations rarely defy 
— at least when it comes to foe 
Arab World. 

Thus, it is difficult to find one 
single Israeli attack or air raid, 
regardless of tbe targets or the 
victims involved, thar was 
described by tbe mainstream 
media as “terrorist” — tbe 
attacks are often viewed as jus- 
tified retaliation, acts of self- 
defence or, at best, unpremedi- 
tated “errors". The coverage of 
foe h uman loss and pain that 
follow is consequently influ- 
enced by tbe way tbe story is 
presented in the fast place. 

For example, following each 
suicide bomb attack by Pales- 
tinian Islamist militants, there 
would be a barrage of stories 
detailing foe im p li cati ons of the 
horror and pain of Israeli indi- 
viduals and society. At foe 
same time, there have been few 
reports exploring tbe impact of 
the Israeli occupation on foe 
psyche of Palestinian children 
and the culture of deprivation, 
fear, despair and violence that it 
produces — as if Arabs do not 
have the same needs as Israelis 
or Westerners. 

When Israel shelled foe Unit- 
ed Nations compound in Cana. 
South Lebanon, in February 
1996, there was no comparable 
coverage — to thar of foe vic- 
tims of foe suicide bombers — 
of tbe pain of the survivors of 
more than 100 mostly women 
and children who. 
burned to death in the attack. 
Needless to say, there were 
hardly any editorials in foe 
mainstream press that criticised 
the Israeli action, let alone con- 
demn it. While results of sepa- 
rate investigations by foe Unit- 
ed Nations and Amnesty Inter- 
national showed there was evi- 
dence that foie sheDing may 
have been deliberate, foe main- 
stream press ignored or tarried 
foe reports. 

"... it is the over- 
riding context, 
tone and selectiv- 
ity that often 
implies a whole- 
sale judgement of 
Islam and Mus- 
lims” 

A recent long feature in The 
Boston Globe magazine by a 
writer who cannot be described 
as biased against foe Arabs, dis- 
missed the United Nations 
report off hand. The writer 
asserted in a mauer-of-foct 
manner that foe bombing was 
an emor, without producing 
evidence to counter foe United 
Nations report 
Such assertions that are con- 
sistent wifo American policies 
go unchallenged in the Ameri- 
can press. The State Depart- 
ment line is rarely questioned 
in foe American press, espe- 
cially when it comes to tte 
.Arabs and Middle Fast in gen- 
eral 

There are ample examples of 
how the mainstream media do 
not challenge the Stare Depart- 
ment line; foe Gulf is one 
e xamp le. 

In most cases, foe American 
government position is taken as 
foe term of reference that 


defines reporting and analysis. 
Thus, even if foe reporting is 
thorough, the context is more 
often that not an examination 
of whether tbe subject of tire 
story, be it a country or a leader, 
con for ms with tire American 
pobey or way of thinking. 

Dining the Gulf war and the 
period that ftrilowed, countries 
that efid not join the US.-led 
coalition got foe most unflatter- 
ing coverage. Al best, leaders 
who did not conform were 
judged as lacking wisdom. 
Very few aiticlesjried to exam- 
ine the surge of anti-Western 
policies and place it in histori- 
cal context There were even 
fewer attempts in the American 
media to question foe objec- 
tives and rite history of Ameri- 
can policies in the region. 

Any anal ysis that armed at 
conveying the Arab people’s 
voice was dismissed as biased 
rambling that supported Iraqi 
aggression against Kuwait. 

In the post-war period, tbe 
American press earned many 
articles showing bow Jordan, 
for example, was not observing 
the sanctions imposed against 
Iraq. These articles usually fol- 
lowed Pentagon declarations 
that Jordan was not abiding by 
foe sanctions. There were very 
few reports about foe smug- 
gling operations on rite Turk- 
ish- Iraqi borders and less on 
how the blockade against 
Aqaba targeted many Jardan- 
and not Ira^-bound goods, 
causing a lot of damage to rite 
economy. 

There was rarely any men- 
tion of the fact that the block- 
ade was accompanied by 
extreme pressure on Iordan to 
accept a peace treaty with 
Israel — even before securing 
its rights — and to support rite 
U.S.-backed anti-Iraq condi- 
tions. 

The coverage of the peace 
process is another case in point. 
Countries and parties were 
judged in accordance with their 
acceptance or refusal of the 
terms set mostly by rite Ameri- 
can administration. As long as 
the PLO refused to accept Res- 
olution 242 as the sole basis for 
talks with Israel it was not con- 
sidered a viable partner by the 
American administration and, 
consequently, tbe media 
excluded foe organisation from 
tbe moderate camp. 

Now that foe PLO is con- 
stantly arguing that 242 should 
be implemented in the final sta- 
tus negotiations, there have not 
been any reports e xamining 
how Israel is openly moving 
foe process away from the 
United Nations resolutions. 

Islam and human rights 
issues are another example of 
how the media largely take cue 
from riie American govern- 
ment. 

The demonisatioo of Mam 
has in fact become one of tbe 
major features of the American 
media coverage of foe Arabs 
and the Arab Worid. 

That is not to say that Ameri- 
can reports should be held 
responsible for covering 
extremist acts and, in rite case 
of Algeria, atrocities commit- 
ted in the name of Islam. But 
again, it is the overriding con- 
text, tone and selectivity that 
often implies a wholesale 
judgement of Islam and Mus- 
lims. 

ft is rare to find an analysis 
that exposes extremist Muslim 
groups and, at the same time, 
does not demonise Islam or 
ignores foe underlying social 
aid political issues thar are 
pushing the region into despair. 
An example of this approach, 
that is an aberration rather than 
the norm, is a series of analysis 
by Roger Cohen in tbe New 
York Times, eariier this year; 
which provided a fundamental- 
ly different analysis of the situ- 
ation in Algeria by exploring 
the roots of extremism and 
equally exposing official 
repression of the non-violent as 
well as violent Islamic groups 
in the country’. 

What is more important is 
whar lies behind this demonisa- 
tion which is not usually men- 
tioned outright in foe coverage 
but can be traced to a predomi- 
nant school of though that sees 
Islam as alien to the so-called 
Judeo-Christian ethic. Since 
the Judeo-Christian ethic is 
seen to form the spiritual intel- 
lectual basis of rite Western 
civilisation, Islam falls outside 
that realm and different stan- 
dards are applied to it This 
argument ignores the similari- 
ties between rite three univer- 


sal monotheistic religions and 
highlights the differences. 
Thus, while anyone could 
make an argument against any 
aspect of rite three religions' 
beliefs and practices, Islam and 
Muslims are often demonised 
as a whole. 

As a result, the coverage of 
Muslim societies is much dif- 
ferent from that of Christian or 
Jewish societies. 

For example, while any act 
by Muslim groups is followed 
by extensive articles about 
Islamic terrorism, tbe same is 
not applied after Jewish 
extremists or rigbtwing 
extremists co mmi t a s imilar 
act. 

When foe TWA was blown 
up over New Jersey last year, 
newspapers carried several 
reports solely exploring Mid- 
dle Eastern or Islamic terrorism 
— even before any evidence 
was produced or accusations 
were made by tbe government 
itself 

Tbe fact dial tbe biggest ter- 
rorist attack in the history of tbe 
US. was carried out by Ameri- 
can extremists on foe Okla- 
homa federal building and foe 
fact that it was close to die 
Christian right did not trigger 
many articles looking into pos- 
sible connections. Tins is partly 
an indication of an American 
reluctance to accept the idea of 
“home grown terrorism” but 
also a sign of a more subjective 
appro ach thar is largely lacking 
when d paling with violence 
involving Arab or Muslim 
groups. 

ft has to be noted that foe 
Arab media are not to be exon- 
erated for their own prejudice; 
many Arab publications readily 
demonise Judaism and Jews in 
reaction to die injustice inflict- 
ed on the Palestinian by the 
state of IsraeL 

This American media posi- 
tion vis-H-vis Islam has affect- 
ed and sometimes even distort- 
ed its coverage of Arab Chris- 
tians. There have not been 
many articles which emphasise 
rite role of Arab Christians in 
the Arab national movements, 
or the PLO, which are usually 
presented — in the PLO case 
until recently — as movements 
belonging to alien cultures and 
religions. What is even mere 
significant is tbe fact foal towns 
and cities, such as Jerusalem, 
Bethlehem and Nazareth, are 
either presented as indigenous 
Israeli towns (as in the case of 
Naza re th) or with a Christian 
minority oppressed by Arab 


Muslims. The fact that Chris- 
tians in these town are subject- 
ed to foe same repression their 
Muslim Palestinian compatri- 
ots are is rarely mentioned, ft 
gets even worse when publica- 
tions carry articles and reports 
de tailin g what they describe as 
Christian fear of Muslim dom- 
ination and present Israel as foe 
“protector" of Muslims. 

The most salient example, 
perhaps, is a cover story pub- 
lished by the New York Times 
magazine on the eve of the 
Israeli troops redep toymen t 
from Bethlehem, that coincid- 
ed with the Christmas of 1995. 

The lengthy import, with foe 
provocative and misleading 
headline “Allah in Bethle- 
hem”, is perhaps the wots 
example of how a publication 
which considers itself tbe 
world’s best gives prominence 
to a horrendous distortion of 
facts and blatant prejudice. To 
begin with, the title and foe arti- 
cle implied that Allah is an 
alien concept totally ignoring 
that it is, simply, the Arab word 
for God who is worshipped by 
Jews, Christians and Muslims 
alike. 

The article, which includes 
many derogatory references to 
tbe residents of Bethlehem, 
essentially aigued that the rede- 
ployment of Israeli troops and 
riie subsequent turn over of foe 
town to Palestinian administra- 
tion ends the era of safety and 
security provided by Israel to 
the town’s Christians. 

The assertions in foe article 
go beyond the bias reflected in 
American foreign policy in 
favour of Israel to sheer big- 
otry. But it is consistent with 
the underlying assumption, 
embodied in the official Amer- 
ican culture, that tbe U.S. is 
effectively the guardian of the 
Judeo-Christian tradition, 
winch implies that Islam is an 
alien faith and culture. 

In addition to its disrespect 
for Islam and disregard to riie 
Palestinians, the article shows 
that foe cpyerage of foe region, 
with the exception of the cov- 
erage of tiie PLO itself, now 
portrayed as “a repented terrar- 
ist” that has to be tested, has not 
fundamentally change since 
the launching of the peace 
process in 1991. Sure, Jordan 
has been getting more 
favourable press after the 1994 
peace treaty with Israel but thai 
does not change the underlying 
assumption that Israel remains 
the representative of foe West- 
ern, and consequently more 


humane, culture in the region. 

Arab leaders are still largely 
and mainly judged by their 
compliance with US. and 
Israeli understanding of a 
peaceful settlement — primari- 
ly normalisation with Israel — 
and, to an extent, by their readi- 
ness to accept tiie terms of the 
economic globalisation, as pre- 
sented by foe guidelines of foe 
International Monetary Fund. 

Thus, even when editorials 
and reports run critical assess- 
ments of the current Israeli 
Likud government, Israel's 
interests, mainly its security, 
are the terras of reference for 
judging Israeli as well as Arab 
performance. This line is con- 
sistent with the repeated offi- 
• dal American assertions thai 
Israeli security tops its goals in 
the Middle East; whar is more 
alarming, however, is the fact 
that the press hardly challenges 
the definition of Israeli security 
and bow it is used as a justifi- 
cation far arbitrary violations 
of Palestinian rights and Israeli 
territorial expansion. 

There are seldom editorials 
by American, including Jew- 
ish, critics of Israel that are run 
by tbe American media In the 
aftermath of the Hebron Proto- 
cols. scores of opinions were 
run in the New York Times by 
Israelis, ranging from Labour 
to Likud — that seems to be 
•the newspaper's definition of 
diversity when it comes to 
Middle East — while there 
were none by Palestinians, 
Arabs or even Jews who could 
be critical of IsraeL 

There is no indication that the 
situation is ch angin g although 
Israel gets more critical press 
due to the extreme policies pur- 
sued by Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. The 
press has indicated repeatedly 
that it is willing to encourage 
any glimmer of “moderation* 
displayed by Netanyahu, even 
if it only means backtracking a 
little from more extremist posi- 
tions. 

In foe final analysis, the real 
problem is not the American 
media but tbe lack of sufficient 
freedom in foe Arab Wcrid. 
After all the real question is 
who will end up writing and 
defining the region’s history. 
The American media, as fair 
and professional as some jour- 
nalists could be, are defined by 
their own view of the world 
and without a countering view 
in a free and credible Arab 
press, the problem will contin- 
ue. 
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STAY FOR 2NIGHTS AND GET THE 3RD NIGHT FREE 

Ibis summer, riie Holiday Hotel Aqaba is offering • Holiday souvenir family picture 

a very special family package. Family Magic • lots of supervised entertainment for children 

offers the opportunity to slay for 2 nighb and get ^ At the rate of JD 37.500 per person per night double 

the 3rd night free. occupancy. 

Enioy your vocation while we take care of your * Children up to 12 years in parents ream stay for free 

kids ! Our nannies will entertain and supervise (max. 2 children in parents room) 

your children by taking them to the playroom, = Additional room for children [if required] at JD 

reading children stories, watch cartoons, etc. 37.500 per night. 

Parents meanwhile enjoy a variety of sport Extra nights at JD 20.000 per person per right in 

activities or just relax at the beach. double room an Bed & Breakfast basis. 

» u ..w luMimte . " Exfro bed {rollawaylcrtJD 10.000 per night. 


Enioy your vacation while we take care of your 
kids ! Our nannies will entertain and supervise 
your children by taking them to the playroom, 
reading children stories, watch cartoons, etc. 
Parents meanwhile enjoy o variety of sport 
activities or just relax at the beach. 

FAMILY MAGIC INCLUDES : 

* Accommodation for 2 nights with the 3rd night free 
■ Breakfast and dinner 

* Welcome drink 

* Free ice cream for die kids 

* Free sports activity vouchers. 


CONDITIONS! 

• Family Magic is valid from July 1 to September 20 1997 

■ The 3rd nigh] free is only volid after a consecutive 2 nighh day. 

• Rcfin are subject to 1 K go^errimenl fa* end 10* service chcrg*. 

• Family magic applies for Jordanians and tesidenb in Jordan. 



For reservations and farther information, please call 03 3 1 2430 

Opening Autumn’97 
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Ministry to build 
$400m electric 


Privatisation battle 
lies ahead in Kuwaiti 


power station 


parliament 


By Issam Qadamani 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The Ministry 
of Energy and Mineral 
Resources will receive by 
the end of this month 
offers from 80 internation- 
al companies to cany out a 
$400 million electricity 
generation project, either 
in the central parts of Jor- 
dan or in Aqaba, according 
to Ministry Secretary Gen- 
eral Bashir Amin. 

in a statement to the Ara- 
bic daily AJ Rai Mr. 
Basbir said the new elec- 
tricity station is expected 
to meet the increasing 
demand for electricity in 
the period 2001-2004. 

Under the terms of the 
contract. the company 
selected to carry out the 
project will establish a pri- 
vate-sector public share 
holding company to estab- 
lish and run the station, 
which will sell its produc- 
tion to the National Elec- 
tricity Company. 

The offers will be evalu- 
ated by specialised com- 


mittees. who will be 
responsible for preparing a 
short-listing of the highly 
qualified companies. 

The new electricity gen- 
eration plant, which is 
expected to be operational 
by the year 2001 will pro- 
duce 450 mega-watts per 
annum. 

Mr. Bashir expected 
tough competition by pri- 
vate sector companies, 
which have recently been 
allowed to invest in the 
electricity sector, in accor- 
i dance with a government 
^decision. ■ ; 

He said the new plant 
.will ease the financial bur- 
'den shouldered by the gov- 
ernment, which is current- 
ly paying $100 million a 
year to support the produc- 
tion of electricity. 

The National Electricity 
Company is currently 
implementing three elec- 
tricity projects in Aqaba, 
aimed at meeting the 
increasing demand for 
electricity during the peri- 
od 1998-2000. 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
Plans to privatise public 
utilities in Kuwait are 
expected to turn parliament 
into a battleground as MPs 
demand guarantees about 
cheap services and jobs for 
Kuwaitis, experts said, 

A parliamentary panel is 
in the final stages of 
reviewing a long-awaited 
draft privatisation law that 
is due to be presented to 
MPs in the new session of 
the National Assembly, 
which begins in late Octo- 
ber. 

“Hopefully we can give 
priority for this law at the 
beginning of the next ses- 
sion,” said MP Abdul 
Wahab A1 Haroun of the 
draft that lays down a 
framework to sell key state 
assets, such as electricity, 
water and telecommunica- 


generous subsidies of ser- 
vices will stay in place and 
Kuwaiti employees will be 
protected. 

Kuwait has moved fur- 
ther down the privatisation 
road than most other Gulf 
Arab states, a region which 
is only slowly opening up 
to the concept of private 
ownership of traditional 
state monopolies. 

The government has 
already raised more than 
830 million dinars C$2.7 
billion) through a quasi-pri- 
vatisation process that 

began in earnest in mid- 
1994 and involved the sale 
of stakes in some 23 com- 


Lead Head Who’s Who 
Of Professionals 


N. Carolina US — In SepL 1997. Nabil Hijazi, 
director of Hijazi Laboratories for Medical Analysis 
was selected as one of the world's leading success- 
ful professionals for his impressive professional 
background and his keen management and personal supervision of every 
aspect of Hijazi Laboratories for Medical Analysis which was die first to 
introduce to Jordan folly automated laboratory testing, generating very fast 
and accurate results. The laboratories wen; also the first to introduce to the 
Middle East sophisticated laboratory computer systems with large storage 
capacity, the use of magnetised LD. cards for each customer, networking 
and forwarding customer results via Internet. Recendy Hijazi Labs intro- 
duced H. Pylori Urea Breath Test for the first time in the Middle Eosl 
T he inclusion of members in the Internationa] Who's Who of Professionals 
is a highly selective process performed by specialised research staff foDow- 
ing an in-depth interview and biographical review. 


ttons. 

The government has also 
signalled its intentions to 
press ahead with privatisa- 
tion and announced plans 
on September 7 to set up an 
office, subject to a study, 
that will oversee the sale of 
public utilities. 

But despite signs of 
movement, supporters of 
privatisation, like Haroun, 
who is rapporteur of parlia- 
ment's economic commit- 
tee. say there is still a battle 
to be won in the National 
Assembly. 

Haroun expects stiff 
opposition to the privatisa- 
tion law unless it is accom- 
panied by a raft of legisla- 
tion reassuring MPs that 


pames. 

But economists point out 
that rather than real privati- 
sation, the process returned 
to private ownership firms 
that mostly fell into state 
hands when the govern- 
ment stepped in to shore up 
the economy after a share 
market crash in 1982. 

More tricky, say econo- 
mists, will be privatising 
utilities. 

Although, they add, no 
one is talking about open- 
ing up the state-run oil sec- 
tor, the mainstay of the 
economy. 

Economists said main- 
taining subsidised services, 
if desirable, is likely to 
prove fairly straightforward 
because the government 


can pay a private power 
generator, for example, to 
ensure charges to cus- 
tomers are below market 


SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED VILLA 
FOR RENT 


Located in Sweifiyeh, Abbas A I Say eh sub- 
street, branching off the U.S. embassy street, 
behind the Chinese Restaurant, House N o#9. 
Consisting of three bedrooms, 3 salons, 3 
bathrooms, 3 verandas - new Karara Italian 
marble floors for salons and corridors - water 
reservoir, games hall, maid and storage 
room, central heating, two garages, spacious 
garden with trees and satellite. 

Offer for diplomatic missions, directors of 
foreign companies, regional offices and 
international organisations. 


Please call owner directly at 810980 
during the day and Tel. 861025 at night. 


Small Apartment For Rent 

Deluxe furnished small apartment Consists of tvyo small 
bedrooms with veranda, salon with kitchenette, one 
bathroom, central heating, telephone, TV & video. 
Location: 5th Circle - Jabal Amman - opposite Arab 
Medical Centre. No water problem. 

Call 632755 or 079/27485 from 9 to 9 daily. 
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A LARGE JOINT VENTURE COMPANY IS ON 
THE LOOK OUT FOR AN OFFICE SPACE OF 
APPROXIMATELY 500 SQ METERS LOCATED 
IN WESTERN AMMAN ON ANNUAL RENTAL 
BASES . 

THE PREMISES SHOULD HAVE ADEQUATE 
PARKING SPACE FACILITIES , CENTRALIZED 
AIR CONDITIONING AND INDEPENDENT 
WATER , ELECTRICITY & CENTRAL HEATING 
SYSTEMS . ONLY PROPERTY OWNERS ARE 
REQUIRED TO SUBMIT THEIR OFFERS ON 
OR BEFORE 30.9.1997 TO : 

MANAGER (ADMIN & PERSONNEL) 
P.O.BOX 926787 , AMMAN 11110 

•OFFERS FROM AGENTS/BROKERS WILL NOT ENTERTAINED 
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I WANTED A WATCH 
DOS/ THE 0NLV THING 
HE WATCHES IS THE 
REFRIGERATOR DOOR! 
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THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Rid oneself of 
5 Former U.S. 

vice president 
10 Idiot 

14 Troglodyte’s 
home 

15 Distinguishing 
character 

16 Arabian ruler 

17 Author Waugh 

18 Shining 

20 Towel feature 

22 Eccentric 

23 Feels remorse 

24 Rutter about 
26 Gasoline factor 
29 In a very happy 

way 

33 Role 

34 Consecrate 

35 Charlotte of 
“Facts of Life" 

36 Famous canal 

37 Confused 
struggle 

38 Soft drink 

39 Deer 

40 Packaging 
machine 

41 in any way 

42 City legislator 
44 Foliage 

46 Landing place 

47 Moved smoothly 

48 Center of 
activity 

51 Not frothy 

55 Sooners 

58 Pressing item 

59 "I smell — " 

60 French novelist 

61 Alliance 
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126 127 1 28 


130 131 132 


46 149 |50 


152 153 1 54 


by By Vivian O. Collins 


acronym 

62 Metallic doth 

63 Abrasive 

64 Radiate 


DOWN 

1 Fraudulent act 

2 Nimbus 

3 Parallel 

4 Embellish 

5 B.S. or M A 

6 Map collection 

7 Caprice 

8 Goddess of 
dawn 

9 Fast plane 


10 Signify directly 

11 Leave out 

12 Force 

13 Dionysian event 
19 Blue-pendls 

21 Weapon 

24 Laugh in 
contempt 

25 Emit coherent 
radiation 

26 Word with 
glasses or 
house 

27 Burnett or 
Channing 

28 Attempted 

29 Comic 
DeGeneres 

30 Used the car 

31 Burdened 

32 Long time 
34 Make fast, 

nautically 

37 Family member 

38 Young plant 
40 Hostile 

encounter 
43 Treat as similar 
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menu services, me. 


44 Lifeless 

45 Edge 

47 Detection 
device 

48 Stable baby 

49 Pods for gumbo 

50 Chowder Item 


51 Great renown 

52 Of an age 

53 “And — bed” 
(Pepys) 

54 Winter white 

56 to Billy Joer 

57 Silent 


HOROSCOPE FORECAST 
FOR SATURDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 13, 1997 

By Linda C. Black, Tribune 
Media Senices, Inc. 







ARIES: (March 2] to April 

19) Choose an activity yon 
can do as a team. Clean up the 
neighbourhood. Don’t sit 
around drinking beer all day 
— anything would be better 
than that! You don't want to 
get weighted down with one 
of those spare tires around 
your middle. That’s be awful 
TAURUS: (April 20 to May 

20) You can put up with just 
about anything for a week- 
end. You may have to go 
along with an older person's 
whim, but you’ll get a lot oF 
what you want, too. It's an 
every tradeoff. Besides, you 
and your sweetheart are so 
interested in each other, 
you'll barely notice. . 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 

21 ) There are too many things 
to be done. 'You might wish 
you could clone yourself. The 
next best thing is to get a 
friend to help out. Or you 
could actually hire somebody. 
Or maybe you could trade. 
There’s always a way around 
a problem, if you use your 
imagination. 

MOON CHILDREN: {June 22 
to July 2 1 ) Think of a way to 
access more money, possibly 
by using skills you’ve recent- 
ly acquired. This might 
involve marketing another of 
your talents with a partner. 
Don’t bother trying to get an 
increase in pay from the boss. 
Instead. generate more 
income somewhere else. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Tennis, anyone? How about a 
rousing game of bridge? 
Whatever you do will be 
more pleasant if you do it 
with a partner. Travel plans 
go well, loo. Make contact 
with a friend who lives far 
away. Don't worry about the 
money — just go as far as you 
can with what you’ve got. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to Sep- 
tember 22) Are you trying to 
fix something? You’U find 
technical material less con- 
fusing than it has been. You 
may even enjoy reading the 
manual. You'll certainly like 
it when all this information 
starts falling into place. It is 
not cheating to ask a friend to 
help. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) You may notice a 
great sense of relief passing 
through your body. The worst 
is over. You and your sweet- 
heart can spend more time 
together. If you have kids, 
play games with them. If you 
don't have kids, go to an 
amusement park anyway. 
Pretend you're seven years 
old. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21 ) Stay home this 
weekend. It's about time you 
fixed everything that's bro- 
ken. Some of these tasks are 
easy, but others definitely 
aren't. You’re very good at 
getting other folks involved 
in projects. Besides, lots of 
people owe you favours. This 
could be fun. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 

mber 22 to December 21) 
You’re having a lot more fun, 
although to the innocent pass- 
er-by it appears your situation 
hasn’t changed much. How 
can this possibly be? Well, 
perhaps you’ve experienced 
an attitude adjustment. You're 
not the same person you used 
to be. You're stronger and 
wiser. 

CAPRICORN: (December 
22 to January 20) You're still 
lucky, hut you have financial 
concerns. Y’ou want to travel, 
but you don't want to dig into 
your reserves. Y'our favourite 
way to deal with this sort of 
situation is to make more 
money. What can you sell 
today, so you can get out of 
town this weekend? Be ere- 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) You’re feeling 
much better about yourself. 
That’s because you’ve just 
gone through a really tough 
phase, and you made it! 
That’s always invigorating- 
You also made money. Use h 
to pay off a bill. Who weds 
money anyway? You're sur- 
rounded by friends who love 
you! 

PISCES: (Febroary 20 V > , 
March 20) Your former can 
give you some helpful bW 5 
today. This is good. That? 
something you've been wor- 
rying about far too long. It’S? 
private matter. You may n£ 
have completed this 
because you didn't to*# 
how. Stop fussing about if ® 


get assistance. 


iCEI.LKNCE HAIR-C 
WEA I. NOW IN THS 


1 lie?** J * 


i t m r© 

■'.hr- at 1 URL 
-u.fi-. red i jw* 
. ;v . if tup 

rhotfucr Thu 


2£better 


HALF. 


Birthstooe of Septe 01 ®®* 
Sapphire — Lapis 








































■ , Ji- 


Wm A 


»mn^ \ 

.m HteX': 

tsmft •kiit’w . -J 

f«|*S tr^fV.r •.. 
m akfti-- . 
mb feeder 

»*»« ft*' :- 


W *»“** *«* 


SSJUSfMlS «* = 

*m 33 *> *> 

tomwtowjL - 

StpSHp"'*' 




mm*** 






Business & Finance 


Jordan’s 


Madadha: There are plans 
to privatise all free zones 

** THERE ARE official plans 10 privatise the free zones 
throughout the county, in line with the government policies 
that aim at giving the private sector the freedom to take its 
effective role. Free Zones Corporation Director General Ali 
Ma da d h a has said. “Once the privatisation process gets started 
the corporation's role will be that of organising and overseeing 
the investments in the free zones," he pointed out, emphasising 
that the corporation will not have any role in the investments. 

Mr. Madadha stressed that the corporation will prepare and 
provide the location at the free zones for the private sector 
instead of malting use of it directly by the public sector. ‘The 
corporation will provide all the needed facilities to manage the 
various sites and hand them over to the private sector to admin- 
ister them by itself.” he explained, adding that the relationship 
between the private sector and the corporation will only be 
within the framework of supervision. 

The director general said there are assured intentions to reex- 
amine the law- of the Free Zone Corporation (FZC) to make it 
more practical and to make it meet the increasing and new 
requirements of this sector. He added that there is an urgent 
need to amend the law especially that there are many private 
free zones that were established based on regulations and not 
on a law. Mentioning some fertiliser companies and cattle 
yards as examples of private free zones, Mr. Madadha indicat- 
ed there is no clear and specific articles in the law to establish 
such free zones. 

Mr. Madadha said that amending the law is also required to 
provide instructions to register the companies at the free zones 
as such instructions would help in executing many demands at 
the free zones. He also pointed to a gap in the law with regard 
to transferring the earnings to the treasury. "There is no clear 
and specific article that permits such a transfer which must be 
mentioned in the amendment,” he said. The FZC chief saw a 
need to have a new organisational chart for the corporation in 
addition to having a financial system based on commercial 
basis to enable to FZC to operate at the best manner. Mr. 
Madadha revealed that the corporation was about to relocate 
the customs units at the free zones so as to have them at the 
edges of the zones instead of being inside the area. “As such, 
there would be better control over the entry and exit of goods 
than at present," he said. 

Mr. Madadha emphasised the need to separate the overlap- 
ping authorisations between the customs departments and the 
free zones noting that the customs should operate under the 
umbrella of the FZC. He also demanded that the certificate of 
origin be subjected to an analytical processes in the areas of 
finance and economics whereby specialists would carry out 
these special tasks. 





EXCELLENCE HAIR-COLOUR OF 
L’OREAL NOW IN THE MARKET 

The Technical Engineering Company held a reception on Sept. 10 
at the Marriott Hotel on the occasion of introducing the newly pro- 
duced and improved product of the French L’OREAL Company: 
Excellence hair-colour. 

Henri de Brasses, area manager/ L’OREAL Co., said that the new 
product is. the trait of long researches at L'OREAL Labs. The new 
hair-colour is registered and has acquired a patent. It protects and 
moistens hair during and after the process of hair-colouring. 

Mr. de Brosses added that after intensive studies on the Arab markets, 
canied out b\ the company, "we introduce this new hair-colour to the 
.Arab markets, including Jordan .” 

Kamal Ubavsi. marketing manager/ L’OREAL Co., briefed the 
audience on the srudies performed by the company the world over 
and outlined the characteristics of the new product. 


THE BETTER HALF,, By Glasbergen 



“I had a nice conversation with 
my mother today — and then I 
realized it was my reflection!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by Hanri Arnold and Mika Argliion 
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increase 


AMMAN ( APj — Jordanian 
exports in the first half of 
1997 increased by 9J5 per 
cent and imports decreased 
by 2.9 per cent compared to 
the same period last year, the 
Ministry of Industry and 
Trade said Thursday. 

A ministry report said 
exports totalled 50725 mil- 
lion dinars ($714.8 million) 
and imports 1.4 billion dinars 
($ 1 .97 billion) between Janu- 
ary and June. 

The increased exports, the 
report said, signalled a 
“growing international confi- 
dence in Jordanian outpcL’* 

It said 52.4 per cent of this 
year’s exports targeted Arab 
countries, such as Iraq, Syria, 
Egypt and the Gulf Arab 
stares, as well as the Palestin- 
ian self-rule area. 

Saudi Arabia was the 
largest importer of Jordanian 
commodities, fhiits and veg- 
etables worth 123 million 
dinars ($102.1 million), it 
said. Jordan exports mainly 
fruits and* vegetables, cook- 
ing oil. garments, textiles, 
carpets, furniture, cement, 
phosphate and detergents. Its 
imports include electrical 
appliances, wood, fuel and 
crude oil, cars, garments, 
medicines and construction 
materials. 


Share 
prices at 
AFM rise 


AMMAN (AP) — Share 
prices rose slightly on the 
stock exchange for the sec- 
ond consecutive week main- 
ly because of active trading 
on shares of commercial 
banks thai posted short-term 
profits. 

A stock market report, 
reflecting activity for six 
business days ending Thurs- 
day. said the share price 
index nudged up 1.78 per 
cent to 175.67 points. The 
index is based on 60 major 
companies. 

The report said shares of 
commercial banks com- 
manded 62o per cent of total 
trading, recording a 2.6 per 
cent increase over last week. 

It said shares of service 
companies also increased by 
1 3 per cent and the industri- 
al sector by 0.6 per cent, 
while shares of insurance 
firms decreased by 03 per 
cent Turnover decreased by 
13 per cent to 12.4 million 
dinars (S17.7 million) this 
week, the report said. 

It said shares of 92 compa- 
nies were traded during the 
week. 


Jordan limes, Saturday, September 13, 1997 
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DA JAN I Jewcllers.Gcms dealers.Unique designs in 18k Gold . Ph^j'TTis Kltte i • 



Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 

Estate 

Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 


STUDIO HflIG 

Professional quality In 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 

30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. '* 


Shmelsani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Swelfieh Tel: 823891 
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JACUZZI & 

MASSAGE 
FITNESS 
ROOM 

Tel: 758180 
Radio & tv station RD. 


Real Estate 


Sweifiyeh 
Hajarat Complex 
TeL 864230 - 865167 


TO ADVERTISE IN 

Jordan times 

CALL 


667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

684311 - 699634 
EXT. 42 


Modem Air-Conditioned 
Busses Around the CLOCK 
Every 30 Mkiutes from Abdot 
to Airport ond Back 


Special Reduced Fare; & 
500 Fils For Airport StO?* 
end our Frequent Custor-e^ 


For Further Details cafl • 
Airport Branch 08-51 531 
Atadali Branch 653313 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 
' SECTION 
CALL 

667171 EXT. 223 

OR 

684311 - 699634 

EXT. 42 
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De La Hoya and Camacho 
prepare for showdown 


LAS VEGAS. Nevada (AFP) — 
Unbeaten champion Oscar de la Hoya 
wants to do more than beat Hector 
“Macho" Camacho in their World 
Boxing Council welterweight title 
tight here Saturday. 

De la Hoya wants to be the first 
lighter to .stop Camacho. 

"It's very important. If it goes 12 
rounds, people will say. 'He couldn’t 
knock him out,’" De la Hoya said. “I 
want to be the first guy to knock him 
out. He has fought some great fighters. 
That would be something." 

De la Hoya is 25-0 with 21 knock- 
outs while Camacho is 64-3 with one 
drawn and 32 knockouts. 


A lackluster showing in his last fight 
against Pemell Whitaker has haunted 
De la Hoya, who hopes for another 
chance against a fighter who took him 
off his game. 

“I’m looking forward to fighting him 
because I know Camacho is going to 
come out and fight me,” De la Hoya 
said. “I can’t wait to get through this to 
get Pemell Whitaker. I will deal with 
him more easily." 

Emanuel Stewart has taken over 
training duties for de la Hoya. whose 
popularity in the American Hispanic 
community is rivalled by Camacho, 
who ended the comeback hopes of 
Sugar Ray Leonard in his last 


matchup. 

“I feel great My soul is at peace. My 
health is in place " Camacho said. “My 
preparation has been excellent I know 
everything about Oscar. It’s my time. 
It’s Macho time. 

“I’m for real and I’m going to win 
this fight” 

On the undercard in an International 
Boxing Federation junior mid- 
dleweight title fight with champion 
Raul Marquez, 27-0 with 20 knock- 
outs, defending against fellow 
American Keith Mullings, 14-3 with 
one drawn and nine knockouts. 


France ‘98 World 
Cup ticket prices set 

PARIS (AFP) — Soccer fans will have to pay a 
minimum 350 Francs ($58 ) to watch next year's 
World Cup final at the 80.000-capacity Stade de 
France on July 12. 

Ticket prices will be in four categories — 350Frs 
($58 ), 950 Frs dollars ($158), 1,750 Frs ($290 ), 
2.950 Frs ($490) — the organising committee said 
on Thursday. 

Prices for the semi-finals will range from 300 Frs 
($50 dollars) to 1,850 Frs ($308 dollars). Fans will 
have to pay between 250 Frs ($40) and 750 Frs 
($125) for quarter-final matches. 

Ticker prices for champions Brazil’s opening 
match on June 10 will range from 200 Frs ($33 dol- 
lars to 1,250 Frs ($208). 


World Cup qualifiers 


Bulgaria, Argentina, Colombia 
and Paraguay reach finals 


-"--k 


PARIS (AFP) — Argentina, 
Colombia and Paraguay and 
Bulgaria all reached next 
summer's World Cup finals, 
while England and 
Germany took decisive 
steps towards France *98 
with important victories on 
a busy night of qualifying. 

Bulgaria, semi-finalists 'in 
the United States in 1994. 
beat Russia 1-0 in Sofia 
thanks to a second-half 
Trifon Ivanov goal and can- 
not be overhauled at the top 
of Group Five. Russia’s 
hopes now depend on the 
play-offs. 

Meanwhile in the Larin 
American zone. Argentina 
saw off Chile 2-1 in 
Santiago. Valencia star 

Claudio Lopez netted the 
winner. 

Colombia swiftly fol- 

lowed suit, although they 
turned in a nervous perfor- 
mance to see off hapless 
group railenders Venezuela 
1-0 at Barranquilla with a 
second-half goal from full- 
back Wilmer Cabrera. 

Paraguay ended Bolivia's 
lingering hopes of a ticket to 
France with a 2-1 win in 
Asuncion which cements 
their third place. 


The qualifiers join hosts 
France, holders Brazil. 
Romania. Norway and 
African quintet Nigeria, 
Morocco, Tunisia, South 
Africa and Cameroon as 
qualifiers for next year’s 
finals. 

England are in pole posi- 
tion in European Group Two 
thanks to a 4-0 home win 
over Moldova after previous 
group favourites Italy could 
only draw 0-0 in Georgia. 

England’s comprehensive 
victory at Wembley against 
minn ows Moldova later on 
Wednesday gives them 18 
points to Italy’s 17. mean- 
ing die I talians would have 
to beat Glenn Hoddle’s men 
in Rome on October 11 to 
qualify automatically. 

The Wembley match in 
front of 75,000 fans was 
preceded by an emotional 
tribute to Diana^Princess of 
Wales, with a rendition of 
Elton John's ‘Candle in the 
Wind' followed by a 
minute’s silence. 

Goalkeeper Nikoloz 
Togonidze was Georgia's ■ 
hero against Italy, making 
three crucial second-half 
saves. 

The Italians suffered 


another blow as Chelsea 
midfielder Roberto Di 
Matteo received his second 
yellow card of the competi- 
tion, ruling him out of the 
En gland match. ■ 

In Group Nine, Sampdoria 
star Juergen Klinsmann 
marked his 100th cap with 
two goals in Germany's 4-0 
thrashing of Armenia in 
Dortmund to end a nine- 
match goal drought for his 
country. 

The German captain 
ended stout Armenian resis- 
tance with Germany's open- 
ing goal after 70 minutes. It 
was his first international 
strike in 854 minutes. 

Germany now lead the 
group on 19 points and look 
-certain to stay there with 
only a straightforward-look- 
ing home match against 
Albania to come. Ukraine, 
who visit Armenia in then- 
final march, are second on 
17 points, 

Austria boosted their 
chances of finishing top of 
Group Four with a 1-0 vic- 
tory against Belarus in 
Minsk. 

Austria have 22 points 
with Scotland on 20. Both 
sides have one match left. 




Christian Woems of Germany fouls Eric Assadourian of Armenia (No. 10) during the 
first minutes of their World Cup soccer qualifying match in Dortmund. In rear is 
Darhisz Wosz of Germany. The World Cap will be held in France in 1998 (Reuters 
photo) 


Sweden could still pip the 
Scots to second place after 
an 88tb-minute goal by 
Mamas Jonsson gave them 
an unimpressive 1-0 victory 
over Latvia in Stockholm. 1 
The Swedes, semi-final- 
ists in the 1994 World Cup, 
now have 18 points with a 
home game against Estonia 
to come. 

Denmark will top Group 
One if they avoid defeat in 
tbeir final game in Greece 
after beating Croatia 3-1 in 


Copenhagen on Wednesday. 

Romania made it nine 
wins out of nine in Group 
Eight with a 4-0 demolition 
of Iceland in Bucharest,. 
Gheorghe Hagi . scoring 
twice. . , 

The Republic of Ireland 
all but clinched second 
place in the group with a 
battling 2-1 win in 
Lithuania. 

Like Romania, Norway 
celebrated their qualifica- 
tion in style, crushing 


Switzerland 5-0 in Oslo, 
with all the goals coming in 
the second half. Mini 
Jakobsen, Egil Ostenstad 
and Tore, Andre, JTore were 

among the scorers. ’ 

, There was. humiliation for 
Northern Ireland in Albania. 
A 69th-minute strike by 
Altin Haxhi condemned 
them to an embarrassing 1-0 
defeat in a Group Nine clash 
played in Zurich. 
Switzerland, because of 
political unrest in Albania. 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
* TAMNAH MRSCH 


WHERE'S THE BEEF? 
Neither vulnerable. North deals. 


NORTH 

* J98S 
<?AQJ104 
CJ3 

* 4 3 

WEST EAST 

*54 *K6 

<?85 76 3 2 

O A 10 98 7 OKQ52 

* A 108 7 + Q952 

SOUTH 

* AQ1073 
TK97 
084 

+ KJB 

The hid dine: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 

Pa*» Pm 1* Pan 

3* Pm 4* Pm 

Paw Pm. 

Opening load: Ace of 0 

If you need a particular card to be 
right » fulfill your contract, place it 
where it has to be. Once that is 
done, you might be able to deduce 
the lie of the cords. 

North's decision to moke an invi- 
lationnl jump raise of partner's 
spades rather than introduce hearts 
has our unqualified endorsement. 
Once an adequate trump lit has 
neon found, confirm the suit. It 


makes the subsequent bidding far 
easier. 

West led the ace of diamonds and 
East signalled as wal l as posable by 
following with the fire. The dia- 
mond continuation was taken by 
East with the queen and hack came 
a low dub. Should declarer insert 
the jade or the king, or is it a pure 
guess? __ 

Consider the atuation. Declarer 
has already lost two diamond tricks 
and must lose at least one club 
trick, which will complete the 
defensive book Therefore, declarer 
cannot afford to lose a trump trick 
into the bargain. Ergo, the king of 
spades must be with East if South 
is to have any reasonable chance of 
Iw mting thfi game. 

East has already shown up with 
the king and queen of diamonds. 
and must have the king of spojles. 
Give East the ace of dubs as well, 
and East would almost certainly 
have opened the bidding in second 
seat That means the aoe of clubs 
must be with West and, for the con- 
tract to succeed, East has to have 
the queen. 

Therefore, insert the jack of 
dubs. When that farces the ace, and 
East subsequently turns up with 
the king of spades, as you inferred, 
tho four -spade contract sneaks in 
under the wire. 


‘China on course for World Cup finals’ 


DALIAN, China (AFP) — China start 
the last stage of the World Cup qualify- 
ing campaign with a tough match 
against Asian favourites Iran here 
Saturday but their English guide Ted 
Buxton is increasingly confident China 
will be at France ‘98. 

Buxton, who was England coach 
when his mentor Terry Venables was 
manager, said on the eve of the Asian 
Group A match that “a dramatic change 
has come over China in the nine 
months I have been with them.” 

“They have improved in nearly area 
on the field. It has been beyond my 
expectations. You can see it in China's 
world ranking which has shot up thirty 
places.” 

Buxton was brought in as a consul- 
tant with former England goalkeeper 
Jimmy Rimraer last year for the "World 
Cup qualifying battle. 

“Nine months ago 1 thought it would 
be a miracle for them to get through. 
Now 1 think they have a very good 
chance of winning one of Asia's auto- 
matic qualifying places.” 

The winners from the two Asian 
groups will go automatically through to 


the finals and the two second placed 
teams will play off for a third spot The 
loser of the play-offs will play. 
Australia, where Venables is now in 
charge, for a fourth spot 

“I speak to Terry nearly every day and 
I think he is a bit worried now. He 
keeps asking me about the Chinese 
players and I say ‘you tell me about the 
Australians.’’’ 

He said Venables had special reports 
on China’s recent tour of England for 
matches against Premiership sides 
which Buxton described as “hugely 
beneficial.” 

“Our defence has improved a lot and 
now I think there are four or five play- 
ers that could make the grade in the 
Premiership." 

China will be without leading scorer 
Hao Haidong for the Group A match 
against an Iranian side that will include 
their trio of stars now playing in the 
German First Division: Asian player of 
the year Khodadad Azizi, and fellow 
Bundesliga stars Ali Daei and Karim 
Bagheri. 

All three, who have played a key role 
in Iran’s return to the top of Asian soc- 


cer, are confirmed starters for the 
Dalian match and Buxton admitted that 
Hao’s absence through suspension was 
“a tremendous blow” 

Hao joined Dalian from the army 
side, August 1st, for a Chinese record 
fee of $275,000 this summer having 
been the national side's leading scorer 
in the earlier World Cup group. 

“But don’t expect a lot of goals. 1 
think it is going to be a very defencive 
match, even for the Iranians. If they 
play the way the way they do at home 
then I think we could get behind them. 
We would have a good chance.” 

China are in the toughest of the two 
groups, having also to take on 1994 
qualifiers Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and 
Qatar. 

The other Asian World Cup match 
this weekend will see Japan play 
Uzbekistan in Tokyo. Japan beat 
Kazakhstan 6-3 in their first Group B 
match last week. South Korea and 
United Arab Emirates are also in the 
group. 



Fakhreddin Fuad takes gold 

AMMAN (J.T) — Jordan's high jump champion 
Fakreddin Fuad added another record to his recent impres- 
sive achievements when he won the gold medal at dig 
Men’s Arab Athletics Championships currrently underway 
in Ta'ef, Saudi Arabia. Fu’ad cleared the bar at 2.17 
metres, just as he did when he took the gold at the Pan- 
Arab Games in July. Jordan’s Tareq Najjar won the bronze 
in the discus with two best throws at 50.86 metres and 
51-53 metres. 

Jordan beats Kazakhstan 

AMMAN (J.T) — The Kingdom's men's basketball team 
beat Kazakhstan 66-65 Thursday at the 19th Asian 
Basketball Champ ionship in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. Jordan 
will next play Taipei and Indionesia in Group D first round 
matches. Only the top two teams in each of the four groups 
qualify to the second round. 

Ripley faces 6-week absence 

LONDON (AFP) — Early English Premiership paceset- 
ters Blackburn Rovers look likely to be without star 
winger Smart Ripley for six weeks after he limped off dur- 
ing England’s 4-0 World Cup win over Moldova on 
Wednesday. The 29-year-old Ripley, who was making his 
first England appearance since his debut in a World Cup 
qualifier against San Marino four years ago, suffered a 
hamstring injury only min utes after coming on as a sec- 
ond-half substitute. The first prognosis looked as if the 
former Middlesbrough and Bolton player would be out for 1 
just a fortnight but later it was reported that the club feared 
he could miss six weeks. 

Injury hampers Sheringham 

LONDON (AFP) - Manchester United's England striker 
Teddy Sheringham faces a race to be fit for the vital World 
Cup qu alifi er with Italy on October 1 1 with a persistent rib 
injury. The 31-year-old Sheringham, who signed from 
Tottenham Hotspur in the summer, suffered the injury in 
the scoreless draw with Leicester a fortnight ago and his 
manager Alex Ferguson admitted that the striker was due 
to miss at least the next two matches. Ferguson said that 
Sherin gham , who had said he was fine but was sent home 
by the England staff when it was discovered he had 
cracked ribs as opposed to bruised ones, will not be fit for 
Saturday’s Premiership home game with West Ham or the 
Champions’ League clash with Kosice in Slovakia next 
Wednesday. "We have to take the medical advice on this. 
It's still, I would imagine, two to three weeks,” Ferguson 
said. “We only sent him for an X-ray. but the scan (ordered 
by the England camp) showed up two cracked ribs. So you 
have to be careful with these things, a knock on them 
could really cause problems,” he added. 

Maradona cleared to play Sunday ,. 

BUENOS AIRES (AFP) — Diego Maradona can play for 
his club Boca Juniors on Sunday, the Argentine Football 
Association's discipline committee confirmed Thursday. 
A judge on Tuesday lifted a ban on Argentina’s former 
World Cup star for failing a drugs test until the result of an 
ADN test proved conclusively whether or not the urine 
sample was Maradona’s. 

Nigerian player dies 

LAGOS (AFP) — A former Nigerian junior international, 
Tunde Charity, has died after being injured during a match 
for Insurance Benin City, club .officials said on Thursday. 
Charity was involved in an aerial collision in the 78th 
minute of a Nigerian First Division match against 
Nigerdock Lagos in Benin City on Tuesday. Charity fin- 
ished the match but later began vomiting blood and was 
rushed to the central city hospital. Doctors operated on the 
player but he died soon afterwards. Charity, who was due 
to begin playing in the Russian League in December, was 
a member of the Nigerian Flying Eagles team that finished 
third at the junior World Cup in Saudi Arabia in 1989. 


Tomba caught up in tax probe 

ROME (AFP) — Italian tax investigaiors are set to inter- 
view Italy’s triple Olympic skiing champion Alberto 
Tomba over possible tax evasion, it emerged here oo 
Thursday. Tomba a 30-year-old former police officer who 
is set to compete in his fourth Olympics at Nagano next 
year, is believed by the Bologna justice department to have 
not paid any tax on 15 billion lira ($S.8million ) earned 
between 1989-95 from advertising contracts. A dozen peo- 
ple have been implicated in the affair including Tomba’s 
father. Franco, his former manager Paolo Comellini and an 
unnamed tax officer. Enrico Cieri, the prosecutor in charge 
of the investigation, will interview Tomba at the end of the 
month. 
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Montreal Expos runner Joe Orsulak scores past New York Mets catcher Todd 
Pratt (R) on Orlando Cabrera’s double in the eighth inning at New York’s Shea 
Stadium. The Mets won 9-5 (Reuters photo) 


Vereva, Peintre Celebre to star in Arc trials 


PARIS (AFP) — Vereva 
and Peintre Celebre take 
pan in the traditional Arc 
trials at Longchamp this 
weekend and both are 
expected to lay down strong 
challenges to current 
favourite Helissio, who will 
attempt to win a second 
successive Arc on October 
5. 

Vereva, owned by the Aga 
Khan and trained by Alain 
de Royer Dupre, won the 
French Oaks in good style 
in June a week after Peintre 
Celebre, owned by art deal- 
er Daniel Wildenstein. had 
taken the French Derby. 

Vereva has since gone 
down to her sole defeat at 
the hands of Dust Dancer in 
the Prix Nonette but is 
reported to be in fine fettle 
for the Group One Prix Ver- 
meille while Peintre Cele- 
bre. who like all Wilden- 
siein’s horses is named 
alter artistic terms, remains 
unbeaten having won the 
Grand Prix de Paris. 

Peintre Celebre is bidding 
to become the first horse to 
win the treble of the Derby. 
Grand Prix de Paris and the 
Arc in the same season. 
Reliance was the last horse 
to win the first two but was 
thwarted by the greatest 
horse this century. Seabird, 
in the 1965 Arc. 

Both horses cany two of 
the most famous silks in 
French racing and Peintre 
Celebre has the added 
adv antage of being ridden 
by Olivier Peslier. who rode 
Helissio ro Arc glory last 
year but is retained by 
Wildensiein, in the seven 


runner Prix Niel. 

Should Peintre Celebre, 
who has been sold to stand 
as a stallion in the famous 
Coolmore Stud in Ireland, 
win as expected it will 
damage Helissio’s bid to 
become the first horse to 
win two succesive Arcs 
since Alleged won in 1977 
and 1978. 

Dominique Boeuf. who 
was jocked off after an 
abysmal ride in the French 
Derby last year, has 
regained the mount after 
showing this season he has 
recovered from his prison 
sentence for being involved 
in the notorious Chantilly 
drugs ring. 

The main opposition for 
Peintre Celebre will come 
from the Group Two winner 
Rajpoute. trained by 
debonair Francois Doumen 
who knows the family well 
having trained his sire and 
dam. 

■ Vereva, who worked well 
in a gallop under jockey 
Gerald Mosse during the 
week, is opposed by a max- 
imum of 12 opponents 
including Dust Dancer, a 
rare English entrant for 
these Arc trials, but her 
main problems should 
come from French entries. 

Mousse Glacee, trained 
by Jean Lesbordes who 
won the Arc with Urban 
Sea. was second to Vereva 
in the French Oaks but Les- 
bordes believes she is as 
good as his previous .Arc 
winner and is set to give 
him a second success in 
October. 

Should Mousse Glacee 


prevail either on Sunday or 
in the Arc itself she would 
be a very pqpular winner as 
Lesbordes lost his only son 
in a car accident earlier in 
the year. 

Two other fillies stand out 
Pascal Baiy's Brilliance, 
who is highly regarded but 
was only third in the French 
Oaks, and Gazelle 

Dancer, trained by Chan- 
tilly-based Englis hman 
John Hammond, second in 
the English Oaks. 

The other Arc trial the 
Prix Foy. a Group Three 
race for older horses, is a 
disappointing affair with 
Pilsudslti, second in the Arc 
last year and winner of the 
Breeders Cup Turf, the 
clear favourite. 

The main runners of 
interest are the Japanese 
runner Sakura Laurel, who 
though stabled in Chantilly 
is still under the charge of 
his trainer Fukoa Kojima, 
and the Australian star 
Nothing Leica Dame who 
is being trained by Ham- 
mond in place of Australian 
handler Gai Waterhouse. 

However, based on Noth- 
ing Leica Dame’s perfor- 
mances outside of Australia 
there is nothing to suggest 
that he will be a threat 
either on Sunday or in the 
Arc de Triomphe. 

The stage is set for the 
final psychological blows 
to be struck ahead of the 
October 5 showpiece with 
Peintre Celebre, Vereva and 
Mousse Glacee expected to 
be the stars that lav their 
claims on Sunday to Helis- 
sio’s crown. 


Spain smashes record 13 
goals in Under- 17 World Cup 


1SMAILYA I APt — Turn- 
ing its pre-quarterfinal 
match into a shooting prac- 
tice, Spain hammered a 
record 13 goal* against New 
Zealand Thursday at the 
Under 17 soccer World 
Championship. 

In other matches. Mali 
became the last team to 
qualify for the quarterfinals 
with a 3-1 victory over 
Mexico and Brazil defeated 
Oman also 3-1 to grab the 
top spot in the Group C. In 
the same group, the United 
Slates won a consolation 4- 
0 victory over Austria 
although both teams were 
out of the tournament. 

Humiliation heaped on 
New Zealand and its goal- 
keeper Jamie Cross in their 
Group B match against 
Spain, which had already 
qualified for the quarterfi- 
nals and was plating to win. 
New Zealand was already 
out of the tournament with 
wo losses. 

David Rodriguez led 
Spain’s 13-0 victory with 
four goals in a row and Ivan 
Lopez Aguade scored three 
goals. 

“We had no trouble scor- 
ing ... We didn't feel that 
there was anyone playing 
against us,” said Spanish 
coach Juan Samisteban. 

In the previous highest 
scoring game, Nigeria 
defeated Canada S-Q in the 
1993 tournament played in 
Japan. 

Brazil 3, Oman 1: In 


.Alexandria, after a scoreless 
first half. Brazil rammed in 
three goals Thursday to grab 
the top spot in Group C with 
nine points. Oman placed 
second, with six points. 

Brazil replaced its defen- 
sive strategy of the first half 
with aggression in the sec- 
ond. scoring the first goal in 
the eighth through Jorge 
‘Jorginho’ Amaral De Cas- 
tro. 

Oman equalised a minute 
later — in the ninth — w'ith 
a Hashim Mohammed head- 
er on a comer kick. 


Brazil's second goal was 
scored by Fabio pinto in the 
23rd minute. 

The final goal came in the 
42nd minute when substi- 
tute Geovanni Mauricio 
took a free kick that curved 
over the wall and slid into 
the goal. 

United States 4, Austria 
0: In Port Said, Taylor 
Twellman scored twice in 
10 minutes to cement a con- 
solation victory for the 
United States, which along 
with Austria was already out 
of the tournament. 
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Hotel General Manager 

A Public Share-Holding Company 
wishes to utilize the 
services of A General Manager 
Applicants should be university 
Graduates with Experience 
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RO.Box 941692 Amman 11194 Jordan 


Malaysian 

police 

cripple 

Internet 

soccer 

betting 

ring 

KUALA LUMPUR 
(jAFP) — Malaysian 
police have smashed 
an international soccer 
gambling syndicate 
which used the Internet 
tp accept bets, reports 
said Friday, 
i The syndicate was 
believed to be linked to 
an illegal betting house 
in England and had 
accepted more than 
$2.5 million in bets 
since January, said 
Penang police criminal 
chief senior assistant 
commisioner Amirud- 
din Embi. 

j Malaysia has 

achieved a notoriety 
since a wave of match 
fixing rocked the coun- 
try’s football champi- 
onship. The betting 
ring was based in the 
northern state of 
Penang. 

Police arrested two 
men, aged 36 and 27, 
when they raided the 
bouse and seized a 
computer, printer, 
fascimile machine, two 
handphones, betting 
slips and a list of 
international soccer 
schedules. 

“They were collect- 
ing bets for the match 
between Norway and 1 
Switzerland in the 
World Cup preliminary 
rounds when we raided i 
the place,” Amiruddin 
was reported as saying 
by The Star daily. | 
Initial investigations 
showed the syndicate 
was raking in up to 
200,000 ringgit 

($66,667) per match in 
the World Cup qualify- 
ing rounds, the English 
Premier League, FA 
Cup and the recent 
Copa America tourna- 
ment. 

Payment for bets was 
believed to have been 
made through banks 
and mutual under- 
standing among syndi- 
cate “clients,” he said. 

“We are investigating 
the extent of the syndi- 
cate network and its 
customer base,” he 
added. 


Blackburn hoping for more 
of the same; Bayern look for lead 


PARIS (AFP) — Black- 
bum return to English Pre- 
miership duty after a two- 
week break at the weekend 
looking to continue their 
remarkable start to the sea- 
son against big-spending 
but troubled Leeds. 

Blackburn, who faded 
dramatically after winning 
the 1995 league title, have 
kicked off this year’s cam- 
paign in explosive fashion 
with four wins and a draw 
from their first five games. 
They have scored 15 goals 
along the way and their 
st unnin g displays in a 4-0 
win at highly-fancied 
Aston Villa and a 7-2 rout 
of Sheffield Wednesday 
have made their rivals sit 
up and take notice of ’the 
team the Premiership for- 
got’. 

Hodgson’s buoyant side, 
who suffered a blow when 
winger Stuart Ripley was 
ruled out for at least a fort- 
night with a hams tring 
injury he picked up during 
England’s 4-0 World Cup 
qualifier win over Moldova 
on Wednesday, face a 
Leeds team who have got 
off to a dreadful start to the 
season despite a major 
clear-out in the s umm er 
and the arrival of several 
new faces. 

Manager George Graham 
has spent 10 million 
pounds (about $16 million) 
on nine players, but his side 
have lost three and drawn 
one of their first five 
games. 

Blackburn will be over- 
taken at the top of the Pre- 
miership — if only for 24 
hours — if second-placed 
Manchester United beat 
resurgent West Ham, who 
are currently in third place. 

And Chelsea travel to 
London rivals Crystal 
Palace whose Italian recruit 
Attilio Lombardo will be 
hoping to upstage his three 
compatriots at Chelsea, 
Gianfranco Zola, Gianluca 
Vialli and Roberto Di Mar- 
teo. 

Unbeaten Arsenal hope to 
welcome back their inspi- 
rational captain and central 
defender Tony Adams after 
a five-month injury night- 
mare when they entertain 
Premiership newcomers 
Leicester. 

Newcastle, who have six 
points from two games, 
will bid to preserve the 
only 100 per cent record in 
English football with a 
home victory over Wimble- 
don, who prop up the table 
with just two points. Liver- 
pool, who face David 
Pleat’s Sheffield Wednes- 
day at Airfield, are likely to 
be without star striker* Rob- 
bie Fowler who has a knee 
injury. 

In Italy, two of this sea- 
son’s tide favourites face 
each other when AC Milan 
take on Lazio. 


Fabio Capello thought he 
had solved AC Milan’s 
problems last month when 
his men tore champions 
Juvenius apart in the sec- 
ond-half of their Berlus- 
coni Trophy match. 

French winger Ibrahim 
Ba produced a series of 
devastating runs down the 
flanks, while striker pairing 
George Weah and Patrick 
Kluivert both found their 
way past the country's best 
defence. 

Since then, however, all 
three men have fired blanks 
and Milan managed only a 
1-1 league draw at modest 
Piacenza and a dismal 0-0 
draw here against Reggiana 
in the Italian Cup. 

New Brazilian midfielder 
Leonardo is keen to make 
his debut, but a thigh mus- 
cle strain might keep him 
out. Capello is meanwhile 
hoping that his internation- 
als all return uninjured 
from their midweek match- 
es. 

Lazio will welcome back 
Australian midfielder Paul 
Okon. who has been out 
with a knee injury since 
last April. 

Reigning champions 
Juventus face AS Roma, at 
the Olympic stadium on 
Sunday night The game 
was a thriller last time, 
with Juventus leading 1-0 
until Marco Delvecchio 


against fifth-placed 

Stuttgart on Sunday. 

Bayern's visitors Hertha 
Berlin have yet to win and 
are glued at the foot of the 
table with just two points 
from their five games. 

Kaiserslautern, coached 
by former Bayern boss 
Ono Rehhagel. will be 
hoping Czech striker Pavel 
Knka returns safely from 
international duty as they 
bid to maintain their 
unbeaten start. 

Kuka scored for the 
Czechs in their 2-0 win 
over the Faroe Islands last 
weekend and his forceful 
front play and goals have 
been instrumental in 
Kaiserslautern’s rush to the 
top of the table. 

In Spain, Barcelona wel- 
come back their foreign 
contingent when they bid 
to make it three wins out of 
three on Saturday. 

Deportivo La Coruna are 
the visitors to the Nou 
Camp, and they will doubt- 
less be trembling in their 
boots after Barca's brilliant 
start to the season. 

Louis van Goal’s side 
have made light of the loss 
of last season’s goal hero 
Ronaldo, beating Real 
Sociedad and Valencia 3-0 
in their two games to date. 

Brazilian replacements 
Sonny Anderson and Rival- 
do both scored at Valencia 


from Fluminense to stay in 
France. 

“There was even talk of 
taking over the national 
team, but that’s ridiculous,” 
he said. “Things are going 
really well at Paris.” 

Paris, the best attack in 
the French league, play 
second-placed Bastia, the 
meanest defence, in a top- 
of-the-table clash on Fri- 
day night when leaders 
Metz are at home to sec- 
ond-from-bottom Cannes. 

■ Only two points separate 
the first three. 

• Ricardo said he would be 
prepared to forego success 
ih the European Champi- 
ons’ League — which gets 
underway next week — to 
win the French national 
tide. 

“We have got to be con- 
centrated on one objective 
this season,” he added. 

Paris, who have won all 
three games at the Parc des 
Princes this season, averag- 
ing three goals a game, are 
at full-strength with six- 
goal former AC Milan 
striker Marco Simone lead- 
ing the attack. 

Bastia are without sus- 
pended midfielder Cyril 
Rool. 

Metz may be without 
playmaker Robert Pires, 
who cracked a bone in a 
foot in last weekend's 2-2 
draw at Rennes which 


European Soccer Preview 


equalised in the third 
minute of injury time. 

Juventus striker Alessan- 
dro Del Piero has recov- 
ered from an eye injury 
suffered last week, when he 
took a ball in the face while 
training. However, the 22- 
year-old may still be rested 
on Sunday and used instead 
against Feyenoord in the 
Champions League on 
Wednesday night 

Ronaldo will get his sec- 
ond league outing with 
Inter Milan at Roberto 
Baggio’s Bologna, where 
he played in a pre-season 
friendly last month. 

Strike partner Maurizio 
Ganz scored the only goal 
then, but this time coach 
Gigi Simoni would like to 
see the S30-million Brazil- 
ian open his account. 

Parma, Italy ’s other side 
in the Champions League, 
are at home to Atalanta, 
while Fiorentina host Bari. 

Bayern Munich can go 
top of the German Bun- 
desliga, if only for 24 
hours, by beating Hertha 
Berlin in the Olympic sta- 
dium on Saturday. 

The reigning champions 
go into the match three 
points adrift of leaders 
Kaiserslautern, who have a 
difficult home fixture 


last Monday, and 
Barcelona should also have 
Portuguese midfield star 
Luis Figo, Dutch defender 
Michael Reiziger and Bul- 
garian forward Hristo Sto- 
ichkov back from 
international 1 duty. 

The Catalans are the only 
side with maximum points, 
while Deportivo have 
drawn both matches so far. 

Champions Real Madrid 
should have brilliant Dutch 
midfielder Clarence See- 
dorf, Yugoslav Predrag 
Mijatovic and Italian 
Christian Panucci back for 
their home clash with Real 
Sociedad, also on Saturday. 

Real have made a solid 
start, drawing with city 
rivals Atletico and easily 
beating Salamanca 2-0 
away last weekend- 

Atletico, who also have 
four points, will be full of 
confidence for their visit to 
winless Athletic Bilbao. 

The 1996 champions 
thrashed Valladolid 5-0 in 
their previous match and 
have looked a real handful 
with Brazilian’s pint-sized 
puppeteer Juninho pulling 
the strings from the mid- 
field. 

Paris St Germain’s 
Brazilian coach Ricardo 
has turned down an offer 


ended their 100 per cent 
run. 

Champions Monaco can 
count on a full-house for 
once at their Louis II stadi- 
um, where they have yet to 
win this season, when 
neighbours Olympique 
Marseille are the visitors. 

Fourth-placed Marseille, 
the first French club to win 
the European Cup in 1993, 
finally seem to have recov- 
ered from the conse- 
quences of the Bernard 
Tapie era which left them 
in disgrace, indebted and in 
the second division. 

Coach Rolland Combis 
has demanded victory after 
two away draws but Mona- 
co coach Jean Tigana is just 
as keen for a win to boost 
morale before next week’s 
Champions League match- 
es. 

David Trezeguet, hat- 
ttick hero against Hungary 
in a European Under 21 
Championship match on 
Tuesday, should replace 
injured Croatian Roben 
Spehar. 

Fifth-placed Bordeaux, 
chasing out-of-favour Paris 
goalkeeper Bernard Lama 
after last week’s 4-1 defeat 
at Bastia, tackle founh- 
from-bortom Le Havre who 
have won only once in six 
outings. 


Make Use Of Your Time 

LEARN ARABIC 

We offer special courses of Arabic for 
speakers of other languages 

All Levels 

Colloquial * Classical 

All in a relaxing, comfortable, atmosphere. 
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- Own a car. 
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'its and conveniences of home, 
d personalized service. 

3. Amenities and consistency of a large luxury hotel. 

4. Peace and quiet; No banquets all nights. 

5. The price of an ordinary hotel room. 

OPENING SOON 






Um-Uthaina Commercial St. 

Tel; ++ 962 6 5522286 Fox: 5514606 
RO. Box 950504 Amman. 11195 Jordan 


Managed by: Comfort Hotel Suites 

Tel: 856184 e-mail: comfort@go.com.jo 





i 




















i2 N ews 


Jordan Times, Saturday, September 13,1997 







Israelis believe Netanyahu has 


no power to halt terror — poll 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Fifteen 
months and three suicide 
bombings after Benyarain 
Netanyahu became Israel's 
prime minister by promising 
“peace with security," three 
out of four Israelis believe he 
has no solution to terrorism, 
according to a poll published 
Friday. 

The survey published in 
the Maariv newspaper asked 

500 Israeli Jewish voters if 
they believed Mr. Netanyahu 
“has a solution to the prob- 
lem of terrorism." Seventy- 
two per cent said no. 22 per 
cent yes and the rest were 
undecided. 

The poll was conducted 
after two bombings by sus- 
pected Islamist militants 
killed 20 Israelis and wound- 
ed hundreds over the past six 
weeks. Another bombing by 
Hamas in March killed three 
Israelis. 

Mr. Netanyahu has blamed 
the violence on Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
President Yasser Arafat, who 
he accuses of foiling to live 
up to his obligations under 
signed self-rule accords to 
crush terrorists operating 
from areas under his control. 

The Palestinians reply that 
the violence is beyond their 
control and results in laige 
part from popular anger over 
Mr. Netanyahu’s policy of 
slowing the extension of 
Palestinian autonomy while 
building more Jewish settle- 
ments on occupied Arab 
land 

Mr. Netanyahu narrowly 
won election as prime minis- 
ter in May 1996, campaign- 
ing that the Labour govern- 
ment and its peace policies 
had jeopardised Israelis’ 
security and pointed to a 
series of suicide bombings in 
February and March that 
year to back up his claim. 


Experts say Arafafs best efforts 


will not stop suicide bombings 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
lAP) — With 30,000 men 
under arms, Yasser Arafat 
would seem to have the 
power to close down 
Islamist groups like Hamas, 
which claimed responsibili- 
ty for recent suicide bomb- 
ings in Israel. 

But does he? 

Experts differ on whether 
Mr. Arafat’s forces can 
reach the masterminds 
orchestrating the terror 
campaigns from deep 
underground or perhaps 
from abroad. 

“Arafai does not have the 
power to do what Israel is 
demanding," said Abdul 
S attar Qassem, an expert on 
Islamist groups at A1 Najah 
University in the West Bank 
town of Nablus. 

Mr. Arafat’s forces can 


carry out sweeping arrests 
in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip but never get at the 
real perpetrators — the 
underground cells of semi- 
independent militants, Mr. 
Qassem said 

And they may lack the 
intelligence and logistical 
capabilities to get at the 
Hamas planners behind the 
recent bombings in 
Jerusalem — who are either 
buried too deep in areas Mr. 
Arafat controls or are based 
abroad. 

“Arafat is not the same 
size as Hamas,” Mr. 
Qassem said. “Hamas is an 
international group thnr h as 
a lot of strength with many 
means to hurt Arafat." 

Those concerns were 
reflected in Mr. Arafat’s 
meeting with U.S. Secretary 
of State Madeleine Albright 
in which he sought U.S. 


help. “1 cannot fight region- 
al terrorism alone," a senior 
Palestinian official quoted 
Mr. Arafat as telling her. 

With U.S. backing. Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu has demanded 
that Mr. Arafat uproot 
Hamas infrastructure as he 
did after a similar bombing 
campaign in February and 
March 1996. 

At that time. Mr. Arafat 
jailed hundreds of political 
activists, collected arras, 
clamped down on money 
being sent from abroad and 
even replaced mosque 
preachers loyal to Hamas. 

Israel rated the campaign 
effective but short-lived, 
saying the Hamas activists 
were released and that led 
to renewed violence. 

Barry Rubin, an expert on 
Mr. Arafat at Israel’s Besa 
Centre for Strategic Studies, 
said Mr. Arafat could use 
the same approach this time 
around. 

“It’s nonsense when peo- 
ple say he can’t do any- 
thing. He can, and he has 
shown he can ” Mr. Rubin 
said, adding that Mr. 

Arafat’s intelligence ser- 
vices have penetrated 

Hamas and know whom to 


officials. 

Hamas also has a vast 
web of support in neigh- 
bouring countries and else- 
where oot only from its own 
members but from other 
groups, such as the Muslim 
Brotherhood, which share 
its goal of creating Islamist 
societies. 

Carrying out a full-scale 
crackdown on Hamas — 
the leading opponent of 
peacemaking with Israel — 
is politically risky for Mr. 
Arafat at a time when the 
peace process is widely 
seen as a failure. 

Roni Shaked. who reports 
on Palestinian affairs for the 
daily Yediot Ahronot, said 
Mr. Arafat launched the 
crackdown in 1996 because 
he trusted then-Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres to 
make good on promises to 
withdraw from more West 
Bank land. 

“Now he knows that if he 
fights Hamas, he will get 
nothing from Netanyahu,” 
said Mr. Shaked. a former 
security official. “The prob- 
lem now is there is no moti- 


arresL 


Hamas is an amorphous 
political-religious organisa- 
tion that controls a network 
of charities, health clinics, 
community centres, 
schools, mosques and youth 
organisations in the West 
Bank and Gaza. 

Those aboveground oper- 
ations provide manpower 
and money to underground 
cells that carry out arracks, 
according to Israeli security 


vation.” 

In recent days. Mr. 
Arafat’s police have 
detained more than 100 
Islamists, but the arrests are 
viewed by many as win- 
dow-dressing for Ms. 
Albright’s visit. 

“He can arrest a lot of 
people, but can be stop the 
bombings in Tel Aviv and 
Jerusalem? be can’t," Mr. 
Qassem said. 

“He will arrest people 
here and there, but be will 
arrest the wrong people — 
the political activists and 
not the military ones." 


Palestinian students sour 

... «i la , ■ 

after Albright school visit 


RAMALLAH (R) — 

Palestinian students who met 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright Friday 
accused her of bringing every 
issue around to Israeli securi- 


ty. 


The students from the 
Palestini an -American Friends 
School at Palestinian-ruled 
Ramallah in the West Bank 
also said their questions to 
Ms. Albright were censored. 

‘The questions we asked 
Ms. Albright were chosen by 
the school administration in 
coordination with the U.S. 
Consulate.” said Faris Aruri. 
16, one of 28 students who 
met Ms. Albright. 

“We didn’t have the free- 
dom to ask her what we want- 
ed." 


Tariq A1 Haj Yassin. 1 6, told 
Reuters: “Every question we 
asked. Ms. Albright would 
change the issue to that of ter- 
rorism. 

“We weren’t allowed to 
comment although we want- 
ed to ask about the Israeli- 
imposed collective punish- 
ment against the Palestinians 
and Jewish settlement on our 
land." 

Other students complained 
that Ms. Albright spent more 
time with Israeli students she 
met Thursday in Jerusalem 
than with the Palestinian 


teenagers. 

Ms. Albright has been in die 
region since Wednesday on a 
mission to save Middle East 
peacemaking which is in cri- 
sis because of Jewish settle- 


ment building on occupied 
Arab land and following 
bombings by militants which 
have killed 20 Israelis since 
late July. 

Israel sealed off the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip after the 
first bombing in July, eased it 
somewhat but tightened it 
after last week’s attack. 
Palestinians condemn clo- 
sures as collective punish- 
ment 

Ms. Albright, in an address 
on Voice of Palestine radio 
immediately after meeting the 
students in Ramallah. tried to 
counter longstanding 

Palestinian complaints she 
and Washington were biased 
in favour of Israel (see story 
on page Ik 



80-YEAR-OLD HOOKER CELEBRATES 50 YEARS AT IT: Blues artist John 
Lee Hooker (centre) poses with musicians Mick Fleetwood (on the left) and 


Ben Harper during ceremonies unveiling his star on the Hollywood Walk of 
Fame Thursday. Hooker also celebrated his 80th birthday this past August 
22, and 50 years in the music industry (Reuters photo) 


Archbishop 

says 

Cyprus too 
small to be 
federation 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Archbishop Chrysostomos 
of Cyprus said Thursday his 
Mediterranean island was 
too small to become a feder- 
ation — the aim of years of 
U.N.-sponsored negotia- 
tions — and that Turkish- 
Cypriots were originally 
Greeks. 

Speaking to reporters after 
a meeting with Secretary 
General Kofi Annan, he 
said: “The idea of two feder- 
al stdtes in Cyprus... means 
violation of human rights, 
because never Greeks and 
Turks lived separately. They 
lived together in mixed vil- 
lages, mixed houses.” he 
said, referring to the situa- 
tion before Cyprus was vir- 
tually partitioned after 
Turkish troops took over the 
north of the island in 1974. 

Father Chrysostomos. an 
influential figure among 
Greek-Cyp riots, added that 
Turkish-Cypriots “original- 
ly were not Turks but 
Greeks, because many vil- 
lages in which Turkish- 
Cypriots live have the 
names of Christian saints. 

“And you know that Turks 
are not Christians," he said, 
suggesting they were con- 
verted to Islam under 
Ottoman rule. 

Dismissing long-running 
efforts sponsored by the 
United Nations to reunite 
the Greek and Turkish- 
Cypriots in a federation, he 
said: “Cyprus is too small to 
become a federal state. 
Because now we have one 
government ... according to 
federation, we must have 
three governments and four 
parliaments.” 

He was referring to a gov- 
ernment for the federation 
and for each of the two com- 
munities, and separate legis- 
latures for each of the com- 
munities as well as a federal 
parliament consisting of an 
upper and lower house. 



NOW IN ORBIT, READY TO START MISSION: NASA workers prep, 
the Mars Global Surveyor spacecraft payload, located on a panel or I 
spacecraft The large silver cylinder at the center is the Orbiter 


•are 
the 
camera. 


which will provide'' low resolution global coverage of the planet and high 
;s of selected regions of scientific interest NASA scientists 


resolution im i _ 

indicated late Thursday that the'craft was in Mars' orbit and ready to begin 
its two-year mission (1996 Reuters photo) 


Australian debate on republic 
or monarchy set for Feb. 1998 


CANBERRA (R) — 

Australia will bold a two- 
week convention next 
February to debate whether 
to maintain two centuries 
of allegiance to the British 
crown or turn into a repub- 
lic. 

Prime Minister John 
Howard, an avowed monar- 
chist. said Friday the con- 
stitutional convention 
would be held on Feb. 2 to 
13 in Canberra. - 

If the convention comes 
to a consensus that 
Australia’s constitutional 
system should change, the 
government will then put 
the issue to a referendum 
before the end of the year 


2000. 

Opinion polls have shown 
support for an Australian 
republic has reached record 
Levels since the death of 
Britain's Princess Diana on 
Aug. 31. Two polls pub- 
lished this week have put 
support for a republic 
above 50 per cent. 

Newspoll recorded 54 per 
cent In favour of.a republic. 
This was the first time 
since * it began tracking 
republican sentiment that it 
has been above 50 per cent, 
while a Morgan poll found 
support at 53 per cent, 
which is also an all-time 
high for the Morgan sur- 
vey. 


Newspoll also found 30 
per cent support for retain- 
ing Queen Elizabeth or her 
successors as Australia's 
formal head of state rather 
than having an elected 
president. 

Although Australia is 
independent, its constitu- 
tion was passed as an act of 
the British parliament, .^nd 
its formal head .of state, js 
the ruling British monarch. 

Parliament last month 
approved the constitutional 
convention. determining 
that the government would 
appoint half of the 152 del- 
egates and that voters 
would elect the others in a 
.voluntary postal ballot. 


Hashimoto defends appointment 
of convicted Japanese politician 


TOKYO (R) — Prime 
Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto 
Friday defended the appoint- 
ment to his cabinet of a politi- 
cian convicted of bribery in 
Japan’s largest scandaL say- 
ing Koko Sato deserved a sec- 
ond chance and had won back 
voters' trust in many elec- 
tions. 

“Does someone who erred 
once have to bear the cross all 
his life?... I think it is fine to 
give the person a second 
chance,” Mr. Hashimoto told 
a news conference. 

Mr. Sato, a veteran ruling 
party politician, was appoint- 
ed by Mr. Hashimoto to head 
the. Management and 

Coordination Agency, a key 
government post chaiged 
with streamlining the coun- 
try's unwieldy bureaucracy. 

Immediately after 

Thursday’s cabinet reshuffle, 
Mr. Hashimoto came under 
sharp criticism from political 


rivals, foe media and voters 
who sent angiy messages to 
his Internet home page. 

“I realise there is strong crit- 
icism.- I hope Sato will, and 
I'm sure be can. actively 
engage in his duties to blow 
away such voices of criti- 
cism," Mr. Hashimoto said. 

Mr. Sato, a key player in foe 
1970s Lockheed payoff scan- 
dal. became foe first convict- 
ed criminal in modem times 
to win a Japanese cabinet 
post The scandal came to 
light in 1976 during U.S. 
.Senate investigations into 
charges that the U.S. aircraft 
company bribed foreign gov- 
ernments to win contracts. 

Mr. Sato, then vice trans- 
port minister, was fined and 
given a two-year suspended 
prison sentence for taking a 
bribe of two million yen, or 
about $8,000 at foe exchange 
rate of the time. 

Japanese media pounced on 


Mr. Sato's appointment with a 
vengeance, an act which was 
foe political equivalent of a 
U.S. Republican administra- 
tion appointing a former 
Watergate figure to a high- 
level post 

’The crux of administrative 
reform is to break off foe stag- 
nation and corruption brought 
about by the cozy relationship 
between politicians and 
bureaucrats. Does Hashimoto 
believe Sato is suited to be the 
standard bearer?" the liberal 
daily Asahi Shim bun asked in 
an editorial. 

Political pundits said foe 
appointment suggested that 
Mr. Hashimoto, although 
seen ar home and abroad as a 
powerful prime minister, was 
not firmly enough in com- 
mand to fend off pressure 
from backroom power bro- 
kers in his Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP).' 


White House, Senate fight pver Weld 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
Senate's top Republican 
Thursday called for 
President Bill Clinton to 
give up his fight to have 
William Weld become the 
U.S-. Ambassador to 
Mexico, an idea the White 
House immediately reject- 
ed. 

On the eve of a potential 
Senate clash over the nomi- 
nation. Majority Leader 
Trent Loti called for Mr. 
Clinton to send up another 
name as U.S. envoy and 
said he doobted the Senate 
would ever consider former 
Massachusetts Governor . 
Weld. ■ 

‘“This" nomination is not 
going to be moved quickly; 
and in my opinion not at 
alL” Mr. Lott Said. 

“That is why I call on the 


president to step into foe 
issue, withdraw the Weld 
nomination, and send a 
nomination to the Senate 
that can be approved and 
confirmed quickly." he 
added. 

Mr. Lott remarked that 
Mexico’s government was 
undergoing change, and 
stressed its importance as a 
neighbour and trading part- 
ner which required an 
“experienced” ambassador. 

Mr. Weld, a moderate 
Republican, resigned as 
governor in July to fight 
full-time against conserva- 
tive opposition to his nomi- 
nation. On Thursday he 
made - the rounds of the 
Senate hoping to rally sup- 
port among Republicans to 
press for a confirmation 
hearing that Senate Foreign 


Relations Committee 
Chairman Jesse Helms has 
remained determined to 
deny him. 

Soon after Mr. Lott’s 
comments were made in an 
interview to national radio 
broadcasters. Mr. Clinton 
spokesman Mike McCuny 
responded that the president 
would stand by his choice. 

Mr. McCurry reacted in 
an unusually harsh manner 
to Mr. . Lott’s suggestion, 
saying, “foe president 
absolutely will not send 
another nominee. This nom- 
inee deserves a fair hear- 
ing.. .foe. president has done 
his job. which is putting for- 
ward an excellent nominee 
. to . be ambassador to 
Mexico. Senator Lott and 
foe Senate should do its job 
under foe constitution." 



Gates and family 

move into their $ 50 ® 

mans ion 


‘Jaws’ star 
Scheider gets French 
cinema award 


Brinkley raises 
suit against the 
National Enquirer 


Entrepreneur offers 
cash for freindliness 


isolation in foe city. “I start- 
ed to greet a man who does 
not like me. Now, he always 
returns my greetings,” 
Marosi said, although be 
added: “He still does not like 
me.” 





*4— S»^I 1 


tP.:-- 




<* 






MEDINA Washington (AP) 
— Seven years after con. 
struction began, Microsoft 
Chairman Bill Gates and 
family finally will settle imo 
their new 3.700-squanr- 
metre waterfront home 
Microsoft spokesman John 
Pinette said Thursday that 
Gales, his wife, Melinda, 
and their 1 -year-old dangh- 
ter, Jennifer Katherine, are 
moving into the house this 
week. The mansion on Lake 
Washington, just east of 
Seattle, reportedly has cost 
Gates more than $50 million. 
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DEAUVILLE (AFP) — 
U.S. actor Roy Scheider. 
who played the harassed 
sheriff in foe 1970’s block- 
buster “Jaws,” was on Friday 
awarded foe Piper-Heidsieck 
Prize for his life’s woric. The 
prize is awarded each year to 
American actors who “take 
risks” in shooting films that 
tackle difficult subjects or 
that have a small budget or to 
actors who take up directing. 
The prize has previously 
been awarded to Jodie 
Foster, A1 Pacino and Susan 
Sarandon. 
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NEW YORK (AF) — 
American model Christie 
Brinkley has filed a $42 mil- 
lion libel suit against the 
National Enquirer, charging 
that die supermarket tabloid 
published “malicious lies" 
about her personal life. 
Brinkley, 43, said the news- 
paper falsely reported she 
had a nervous breakdown, 
suffered delusions and para- 
noia, had an irrational fear of 
cows, and became a' ‘Wild 
shopaholic" who spent 
$30,000 a day on clothes. 
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BUDAPEST (AFP) A 
Hungarian businessman nos- 
talgic for the friendliness of 
his home village has offered 
a reward to residents in his 
modem bousing estate to say 
“hello" to each other, he told 
state radio. Ede Marosi said 
that he had moved to foe 
modem housing estate in the 
southern city Kaposvar from 
a village where everybody 
knew each other, and be 
could not bear the sense of 
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Top models on 
runway in tribute 
to slain designer 
Versace 


ROME (AFP) — A tearful 
Naomi Campbell led other 
top models in a fashion trib- 
ute Friday to the slain Italian 
designer Gianni Versace, 
crying as she paraded down 
Rome’s Spanish Steps in one 
~ e Versace's last creations- 
ie fashion show-, which 
was broadcast live on lel^' 
sion, was originally to have 
taken place in July but w® 
cancelled after Versace was 
brutally murdered in Mw® 1, 
Florida, on July 15- 
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Founder of pop _ 
sensation ABBA dfc 


STOCKHOLM (AFP).^ 
Stikkan Anderson, fwg-J 
father of Swedish pop.*® 5 ®' 
lion ABBA, 

Stockholm Friday 
feting a heart 
daughter Marie Lfitfok 3 ®* 
Anderson, 66, vvrotT] 
words to mote titan, ™ 
songs but was I 
as foe founder 
group ABBA, 
national career 
they won the 
Son? Contest in 
‘‘Waterloo." 
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